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PREFACE,

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of' the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Prof. J. R, Soley, U. S. Navy,
at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards Assistant
Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas.
sification was ably continued by his successor, Lientenant-Commander
I8, M. Wise, U. 8. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was relieved
by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in May, 1893,

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of
Congress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The
first five volumes were published under his eflicient administration,
and the important duty of organizing the oflice for the distribution
of these volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was succeeded
by Professor Edward K., Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintendent.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline cf the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporancous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and coi‘respmldence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States
during the war of the rebellion, together with the operations ol
vessels acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different
parts of the world. These reports are accompanied by occasional
maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports

of any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.
XI
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I1. The second servies embraces the reports, ovders, and corrvespond-
ence relating to--

. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress
of the war, including the annual and special reports of the
Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus,

2. The construction and outfit of the Confedevate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports
of the Confederate iSceretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus,

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as

far as can be obtained.
4. Returns of naval and military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war,

_ 5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections, as far as practicable.

1. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the first and second serics.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volunes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships
as they actually appeared during the war., These cuts have been
reproduced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or
from the carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difiiculty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the oflicial reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence
between flag officers and their subordinates is frequently missing,
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore has
spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief actors
on both sides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and
they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work. The
reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. It is to
be regretted, however, that the Confederate records are not equally
complete, due to the great difficulty found in eollecting them, and also
to the fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy
Department was burned at the close of the war. Frequent careful
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goarches throughout various parts of the country, conducted by a
special agent of the Doepartment, have brought to light many dupli-
cates of these papers, found among tho personal files of participants.
It is hoped that tho publication will revive the interest of’ participants
in the events roforred to, and load them to bring to tho notice of the
Department the whereabouts of any papors bearing upon naval opera-
tions in the civil way of which they may have knowledge.

The eighth volume of the records (Series I, vol. 8), which hag
recently been published by the Department, gives the operations of the
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from September 5, 1862, to May 4,
1863. Tho present volume (Series I, vol. 9) gives the operations of this
squadron from May 5, 1863, to May 5, 1864,

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinet heading for every paper. In the reccord of events in which
both sides took part, the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-
ous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement of
the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each vol-
ume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without other
subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single events,
in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the chrono-
logical order has been somewhat modified, and such documents have
been placed together in the compilation.

Epwarnp K. RAWSON,
OCHARLES W. STEWART,
Compilers.
NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., November, 1899.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.—The official reports of the pursuit, destruc-
tion, seizure, or capture of vessels violating the blockade are arranged
in chronological order. It is proposed to give further details relative
to adjudication and disposal of prizes and prisoners in future volumes
of Series II.

The blockade by the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron extended
from the mouth of the Piankatank River, Va., to the southern bound-
ary line of the State of North Carolina, excepting the ports of Norfolk,
Va., and Beaufort, N, C. Norfolk was occupied by Union Army forces
and trading was permitted to supply military necessities. Beaufort,
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N. C., was occupied by Union Army forces and was open to trade by
virtue of a Presidential proclamation dated May 12, 1562,

The headquarters of the North Atlantic Bloskading Squadron was
at Hampton Roads. Blockading vessels in this vicinity were under
the immediate supervision of the commander in chief. A squadron of
small light-draft vessels was cmployed in the inland waters of North
Carolina, and larger vessels blockaded the scacoast inlots.

The double coast begins a little south of Cape lenry and extends as
tur as Wilmington. This peculiar conformation consists of a long, nar-
row belt of sand projecting seaward at three points—Cape Hatteras,
Jape Lookout, and Cape Ifear.  The sand belt is broken at intervals by
shallow inlets.  Within it lie the sounds, oxtensive sheets of water,
upon whose tributary rivers are a number of towns,  An intricate net-
work of channels affords ready means of communication by small water
craft., .

The town of Wilmington, N. C., is on Cu]/)e I'ear River, about 28
miles from its mouth, There were two entrances to the river, one from
the castward, called New Inlet; the other from the southward at the
river mouth, sometimes called the Western KEntrance and Western Bar

Channel.

The entrances were 6 miles apart, in a straight line, but between the
two lay Smith’s Island, a long strip of sand and shoal, with Cape I'ear
projecting far eut at its southern extremity. Continuing the line of
Cape Fear the dangerous Frying Pan Shoals extended out southeast-
erly for 10 miles, making the distance by sea between the two entrances
about 40 miles. Idach channel was protéc/ted by stroug works. Tort
IMisher, on Federal Point, commanded New Inlet. Similarly, Fort Cas-
well commanded the mouth of the river,

Note.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1894):

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of the
Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein authorized of
said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations, and
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the purpose of this dis-
tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and Territories. Each Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
publication is completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be
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distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Secretary of the
Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. If two
or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the
Seceretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may desig-
nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
Navy shall inforn distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.

The followiizg joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work
was approved Janunary 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and House of' Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undistributed
copies of the Ofticial Records of the War ot the Rebellion, both of the
Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries, organizations,
and individuals as may be designated before the meeting of the next
Congress by the Representatives in the IFifty-fourth Congress of the
districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third Congress failed to
designate the distributees of their quota of said Official Records, or
any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Congress approved July
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and the joint resolution
approved March second, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, to the extent
and in the manner and form provided in said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 1896,
which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * * TFor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-
plying ofticers ot the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars,






ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

1. Operations of the Cruisers, 1861-1865,

Union cruisers,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U.S. N, 1862-1863.

West Indin (Flying) Squadron, under Aoting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N., 1863-1864.
Confederate crujsors and privatecrs.

2. Operations in tho Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861,

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard,
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861,
Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to reliove Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of' the Norfolk Navy Yard.

Home Squadron, under Flag-Oflicer Pendorgrast, U. S, N.

—

. Operations on tho Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, [561-1865,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U, S. N., 1861,
Potomae Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U, S, N., 1861.
Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U. S. N., 1861-1862.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S, N., 1862-1863.

Potomac Flotilla, under Conmmander Parkor, U, 8. N., 1863-1865.

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officor Stringham, U. 8. N., May i to Sept. 23, 1861,

West India Squadron, under I'lag-Ofticor Pendergrast, U. S. N, 1861,

Naval Dofonses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Barvon, C. S, N.
Atlantio Blockading Squadron, undor Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U, S, N.. 1861,

North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, undor Rear- Admiral Goldshorongh, U. S, N, 18611862,

Naval Defenses of Virginin and North Carolina, under Flag-Oflicer Lynch, C. S, N,

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofticor Buchanan, C. 8. N.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofiicer Tattnall, C. S. N,

James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, UJ.S. N, 1862,

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear- Admiral Lee, U7. 8. N, 1862-1864.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofticers IForrest and Mitehell, C. S. N,

* Naval Dofonses Inland Waters of North Carelina, under Commander Pinkney, C. 8, N,

“ Naval Defenses Cape Foar River, North Carolina, under Flag-Oflicer Lyneh, C. S, N,
North Atlantio Blockading Squadron, undor Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

James River Squadron, under IFlag-Oflicers Mitchell and Semmes, C, S. N.

* Naval Defenses Capo Fear River, North Carolina, under IFlag-Officer Pinkney, C. S, N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. S. N., 1865,
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U, S. N, 1861-1863,

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Ofticer Tattnall, C. S. N.

* Naval Defonsos of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Ingraham, C. 5. N.
South Atlantic I'lockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. N, 1863-1865.

* Naval Dofenses of' Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Tucker, C. 5. N.

Naval Defonses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag Oftficors Hunter and ‘Tattnal), C. S. N.

*T'he Confedernto material under this head is very scant. It {s therefore hoped that those who
have any Confederato naval doouments upon the subject will communpicate with the Oftice of Naval

War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
Xvil
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XVIIT  ORDER OI' COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.
Gnlf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer Morvine, U. S, N, 1801.
tulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofticor McKean, U. S, N., 1861-1862.
* Mississippi River Defonses, under Flag-Ofticer Hollins, C. S, N,
Eust Gulf Blockading Squalron, under Flag-Ofticor McKoan, UJ. S. N, 1862,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, S, N., 1862,
Sast Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U, S, N., 1862-1864.
East Gulf’ Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greone, U, S, N, 1864,
Bast Gult Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Adwmiral Stribling, U.S. N., 1864-1865.
West Gull' Blockading Squadren, undor Flag-Oflicor Farvagat, U. S. N., 1862-1863.
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. S, N, 1862,
Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S, N,
* Mobile Defonses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C. S, N.
‘I'rans-Migsigsippi Marine Department, under Major Loon Smith,C. S. A.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U, S. N. (ad interim), 1863,
West Gulf’ Blockading Squadron, under Rear- Amiral Farragut, U. 8. N, 1861,
“ Mobilo Defenges, under Admiral Buchapan, C. 8. N.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Paliner, U.S. N., 1861 1865,
West Gult Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, LS. N., 1865,
* Mobilo Defonses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S, N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865,

Naval Forces on Westorn Waters, under Commander Rogers, U7, S.N., 1861.
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer IFoote, U. S, N, 18611862,
* Mississippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. S. N,
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Ofticer Davis, U, S. N, 1862,
* Minsingippi River Defenso Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S. A.
* Migsigsippi Rivor Defenses, under commander R. F. Pinckney, C. 5. N.
* Missisgippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.
Mississippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1862-1864,
Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear- Admiral Leo, U.S. N, 1864-1865.
* Naval Defoenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, C. S. N.

*The Confederate material under this head is very scant. 1t is therofore hoped that those who have
any Confederato naval documents upon tho subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
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ol
UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC
BLOCKADING SQUADRON, MAY 5, 1863, 10 MAY 5, 1864,

Namo. Rato. Tonnago. Class. ‘ Crew. !( uns.

A Houghton.......oooooinn Fourth ... 328 I Bavk ..ol Ll 27 ' 2
Agawam.. ..o 1 Third..... 974 | Side-wheel steamor. ... . 108 | 10
Albemarle ooooenaeiaa Fourth ] 200 , Schooner ..o il ' 20 Lo
Alert oo : TFourth ... 65 ! Serew stewmer L.l ' 15, 2
ATICH «eee [ Thira. ... 820 |..... A0 TR 7
Avletta oo X IFourth ... 199 ) Mortarschooner .............. : 30 2
Atlanta..ooooooiooa Third..... 1,006 : Ironclad steamor.............. _ 145 4
Ben Morgan ...o.......ooo... Fourth ... 407 D SHID. e : 5 D
Brandywino ...l Secomd ... 1,720 g Storesbip ............ e ; W
Britanmia ...l Fourth ... 495 1 Side-wheel steamer............ 75 5
Calypso. oo veeniiiinnenenen. Fourth ... 630 | Serew steamer ................ 70 6
Cambridgo..................... Third..... 858 ..... 1 96 10
Canoniens ... ool Third..... 1,034 . Ironclad stoamer.............. 85

[0 N Fourth ... 4 | Serew steamor ................ 40 4
Charles Pholps.............. ...t Fourth ... 362 | Supply ship........ooooe 28 ...
Chocura ...........o...o..... Iourth ... 507 | Scrow steamer ................ 80 4
Cohasset. ...t Fourth ... 100 |..... Ao il i 12 2
Commodoroe Barney............ Fourth ... 613 | Side-wheel steamer............ a9 ' 7
Commodore Hull....... e Fourth ... 376 ... do....... et ‘ 68 . G
CommodoreJones.............. Fourth ... 542 |..... 11 0 83 6
Commodore Morrig............ Fourth ... 532 |..... QOueuieeii ., &8 . G
Commodore Perry ......... ... Fourth ... 513 1..... 4 7 oy 6
Conneeticut ................ .. Second ... 1,800 f..... 4 U T ’ 166 ‘ 11
Crusader «..ooooooooiiiiL Fourth ... 540 | Serew ateamor ................ ' (U 7
Dacotah ... ...l Third..... 997 | Serow sloop ... l M7 8
Dawn.......ooooooiiL Fourth ... 391 | Screw steamer ...... e ! GO ; 4
Daylight...................... Fourth ... 682 |..... Qo v ' 57 ! 8
Delaware ...l IFourth ... 357 | Side-wheel stoamer............ I 08 ? 3
Emma.... ... Tourth ... 350 | Scrow steamer ................ | 70 ! 8
Eutaw ... RN Third..... 955 | Slde-wheel steamer....... ..... ’ 135 l 10
I*uhkeo et FFourth ... 699 T3 3
FIOrAa e {Third. .. 1,261 150 | 7
Fort Jackson ..... .evevu...... Second ...| 1,770 vl oo
Gottysburg....... FERETRTPPPO ~ Fourth . 720 a6 | 6
Governor Buckingham......... “Third. .. .. ;‘ 886 112 ’ 6
Grand Gulf.................. o Thivd...o 4,200 ... Q0. eieeien e [ o1 Lo
Granite...... e * Fourth . 75 | Sailing sloop....ooooeiiill ' 15(i 1
Heliotrope ..... P v, Fourth ; 238 | Stde-wheol stoamer............ ) 24 1
Henry Brinker.... ............ Tonrth ... 108 | Screw ateamer ................ ' 18 1
Hotzel ...l Fourth ... 301 | Side-wheel steamer............ ! 6o 2
Howquah...................... ; Fourth . " 397 | Screw steamer ................ } 55 ’ 4
Hunchback ............oo.o. .. ! TFourth . .| 517 | Side-wheol steameor............ ; 99 | 7
Hydrangen..................... ) Ifourth ‘ 224 | Serow steamer...........oo.. ] 20 ) 2
Iron Age...ooviinnnneniaa., Third..... 424 0 107 9
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Lint of ['nited States vessels of war serving in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
May 5, 1868, to May &, 1864—Continued.

Name.

Iroquois
Isaane N. Seymour
James Adger
John L. Lockwood
Kansas ..ol
Keyatono State
Lehigh

Louigiana.....coooiiiiiaiaia.
Mackinaw
Mahaska
Malvern*
Maratunza .. .o.oooviiiiiiiaa....
Mattabesett
Matthew Vassar...............
Mercedita
Miami
Minnesota
Montgomery......... trveearaas
Monticello
Morse
Mount Vernon
Mount Washington
MyBtiC.oooereiniiniane e,
Nansemond
Nereus .ooeevennoniianininaa.
New Berno
New Ironsides
Niphon
Onondaga.....ooovvvvviiean.
Oaceola......... e
Penobscot ........... P

Poppy

Sacramento
St. Lawrence
Samuel Rotan
Sangamon
Sassacus....... e ..
Saugus .
Shawsheen .......cco.... veeenn
Shenandoah................. eer
ShokoRON ceevvercvieasnranannns

Rate.
Third
Fourth ...
Third
Fourth ...
Tourth ...
Third
Scecond ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third
Third
I'ourth ...
‘L'hird
Third
Fourth ...
Third.....
Thircd

Third
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third
Fourth ...
Firat .....
Fourth ...
Second. ...
Third
Fourth .

Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third
Tourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Second. ...

* Fourth ...

Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Second. ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third.....
Third
Fourth ...
Second....
Fourth ...

’l‘mnmgo.(

1,016 !

593 |
1,464 .
844
120
205
974
842
627
780
974
182
776
730
3,307
787
655
513
625
500
541
340
1,244
948
3,486
475
1,250
974
507
593
280
1,200
500
184
03

1, 600
327
3,435
350
90
1,367
1,726
212
844
974
1,034
180
1,378
700

Class. Crow.
Scrow sloop ......... e 164
Side-wheel steamer........... 30
..... [ 0 Y 120
..... L1 N 30
Serew steamer................. 108
Side-wheel steamer ........... 163
Ironclad steamer.............. 80
Scrow steamer ................ 17
..... (3 85
Side-wheel steamer............ 145
..... 27 145
..... L+ 68
..... do tedmam e 111
..... 4 F 2 145
Mortar schoonor .......cee.... 20
Screw steamer ................ 121
Side-wheel steamer............ 134
Serew frigate.............. ... 540
Screw steamer ...l 106
..... [+ (O 96
Side-wheel steamer............ 78
Serew steamer ................ 50
Side-wheel steameor............ 40
Screw steamer ................ 65
Side-wheel steamer......... ... 63
Screw steamer ................ 164
..... do. 92
Ironclad steamor.............. 449
Screw stoamer ....... R, 70
Ironclad ateamer.............. 130
Sido-wheel steamer............ 145
82
130
67
Scrow steamer ................ 124
Side-wheel steameor............ 24
24
20
163
85
Ironclad steamer.............. 246
Storeahip ...ooeviiiiiiiia.. 0
Screw steamer ................ 17 ¢
Screw s8loop .....oviiiiiiLt. 161
Sailing frigate ............... . 118
Sailing schooner..... Cemeenans 29 |
Ironclad steamer.............. 85
Side-wheel steaer. ...... ceeas 145
Ironclad steamer......... veees 81
Sido-wheel steamer............ 40
Scrow steamer ................ 171
Side-wheel steamer............ 112

* Formerly Ella and Annle,

Guna.

bt —
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Liat of United States vessels of war serving in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
May 6, 1863, to May 5, 1864—Continued,

Southtield
State of Goorgin ...... feieeeas .
Stepping Stones
T. A, Ward
Tacony
Tecumsch
Tuscarora ..... Ceeeeteaeeeaans
Underwriter
Valley City .covvveiveninnnnnn..
Vicksburg............. ceenenn
Victoria

Woestorn World
Whitehoad
William Bacon ........ N
William Badger
William G. Putnam *
Wyalusing......ocooviinann....
Wyandotte .......... e
Young America
Young Rover..................
Zouavo

Rate. Tonnage.
Fourth ...} 751
Third..... | 1, 204
Fourth .. .| 226
Fourth ... 184
Third..... 974
Third..... 1, 034
Third..... 997
Fourth ... 341
Fourth ... 100
Third..... 886
Fourth ... 254
Fourth ... 166
Fourth ... 441
Fourth ... 139
Fourth ... 183
Fourth ... 334
Fourth ... 140
Third..... 974
Fourth ... 458
Fourth ... 173
Fourth ... 418
Tourth ... 127

Class.

Side-wheel steamer........ veee

Ironclad steamer
Screw ateamer
Side-wheel steamer............ \
Screw StOAMICT «.eenn e ... i

Mortarschooner............... :
Sailing ship
Side-wheel steamer............

..... (L7

Crew. | Guns,

—
Lol - N~ R " I U RGN N

L= I - |

* Also known as Goneral Putnam,
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NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

FROM MAY 5, 1863, TO MAY 5, 1864.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 5. Nary, requesting « persvnal
interview with the Department.

U. S. 'LAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, Va., day 5, 1863,
SIrR: As all is now quiet in this vicinity, I respectfully suggest that 1
may be immediately authorized to confer in person with the Depart-
ment on the subject of its confidential communication* ot May 1.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P, LER,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GiIbEoON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter of Major-General Div, U, 8. Adrmy, to Acting Rear- Admiral Lee,
[7. 8. Navy, concerning military posts requiring naval defense.

Hpors. DEPT. OF VIRGINTA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Fort Monroe, Va., May 5, 1863,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot your let-
tert of the 4th instant, requesting me to inform you ‘“what military
posts or occupations in my department require, in my judgment, naval
defense; for what reason, and to what extent.”

I have the pleasure of turnishing the desired information:

1st. FFort Monroe, the importance of which as a key to the Chesa-
peake Bay and its tributavies, it is ununecessary to state to yon. We
need no naval defense there beyond what might be furnished in cases
of emergency by your fleet at Newport News. .

2d. Norfolk. 'This position was occupied and I will say also every
other position held by me was in the occupation of our forces before I
took command of this military department. The special object in view
on the part of the Government in holding Norfolk I suppose to be to
deprive the enemy of a means of annoyance. He might build vessels
there and send them out at favorable moments to molest us, as he did
on former occasions. T'wo other very essential objects are to keep open
our internal line of communication between the Departments of Vir-
ginia and North Oarolina, and to have a naval depot, where our numer-
ous steamers on the lower Chesapeake and its tributaries can be
repaired without being sent to Baltimore or Washington, On any sud-
den emergency, or in case of any common casualty, I think there should
be two gunboats in Norfolk Harbor.

*Scries 1, Vol, 8, p. 834. 1 See Series I, Vol. 8, p. 839.
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3d. Suffolk is held to cover Norfolk, insure the inland communication
to Albemarle Sound, and to keep the enemy at a distance.  We have had
two gunboats there—the Stepping Stones (one of yours) and the West
fnd. I have armed the Smith Briggs, and it the Stepping Stones is
needed elsewhere, her services can be dispensed with,

4th, Yorktown. This post is considered important to give us the
sontrol of the peninsula up to that point, keeping the enemy trom com-
ing below it and commanding the York Riverin case we need it for the
movement of troops., It would be desirable to have two gunboats
there, as the oceupation of Gloucester, on the other side, follows that
of Yorktown. '

OHth, Williamsburg is occupjed as an outpost of Yorktown, for the
purpose of preventing the enemy from approaching the latter and
annoying us with field guns and small arms of long range, and also of
watching his movements as high as possible up the peninsula. This
position is not susceptible of “naval defense,” and it is only referred to
from its relation to Yorktown, to give you a complete view of the
subject.

6th. I am about to occupy West Point, to cut off’ the enemy’s com.
munication with Mathews and Gloucester Counties, and as a position
from which o flank movement can be made, in case of emergency, on the
cnemy’s forces at Richmond, it he should be assailed from the north or
gouth. It is at the confluence of two rivers, and two gunboats are very
desirable,

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JonN A. Dy,
Major-General.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, L,

Commanding North A tantic Blockading Squadron,

Order from .Leting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S, Navy, to Licutenant-Com-
mander Gillis, U. S. Navy, regarding restrictions on foraging expedi.
tions.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,

Newport Newsy, Va., May 5, 1863,

Sir: In reply to your No. 26 of the 2d instant, referring to the seizure
of corn and bacon on the premises of one Lewis Hudgins, you are
reminded that private property is not to be seized thus unless you have
satisfactory evidencz that it 1s intended or has been transferred for
public use of the rebels. I can only repeat my instructions to you not
to go on foraging expeditions for the army unless asked to cover troops
so employed. You are not authorized to use the hulk picked up by the

Western World for’ the storage ol coal. It she is a prize she must be

condemned by court before being so used; it not a prize a claim may

be made for her at any moment.  When the Western World is required

to convoy General Hooker's transports, let her go on this duty. T will

send the Mystic and Commodore Barney to report to you if you need

them for the service of convoying.
Respectfully, yours,

. S. P. Leg,

Actg, Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Lientenant-Commander J. H. Gir.rig, U, S, Navy,
Commanding Commodore Morvis, Yorktown, Va.
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Report of Aeting 1 u.sU/n Cony, U. S. Navy, regarding coepedition in scarel,
of schooner in Queen’s Creck.

U. 5. 5. WESTERN WORLD,
1ills Bay, Piankatank River, Virginia, May 5, 1863,

Sir: In accordance with your instructions, I left the ship this morn-
ing at 10 o’clock with 24 men and 3 oflicers in the first and second cut-
ters to search for the schooner in Queen’s Creek and for the bozt which
had run the blockade.

The schooner 1 found above Bell’s Mills,  She was, T judged, of 2bout
70 tons burden, had no sails bent and but little running rigging rove,
but appeared to be a good vessel. She was scuttled when I reached
her, and finding she could not be moved I fired her in several places.

()n a branch of the ereek, on the grounds of Holder Hudgins, I touud
a schooner of about 30 tons; her masts were ¢ ut away, but her hull wa
good. I landed, threw out a line ol pickets under Mr, Husbands, vith
ordu‘s to let no one go or come, and attempted to get the schooner off,
but did not succeed. She had apparently been hove ashore at lugh
water, and as I could not move her | burned her.

The pickets fired upon and gave chase to @ man who attempted to
pass them and refused to halt when challel 1ged, but he escaped them
in the woods, We learned from several w lntu men thercabouts that his
namoe is Carter Hudgins, @ most bitter secessionist and the terror of the
country; they told me he had caused several men to be sent to Rich-
mond and imprisoned for expressing Union sentiments, and that his
avowed object was to gather a force and oppose us, but no attack was
made.

A few rods below the schooner I found the boat for which we were
looking; a single-banked six-oared cntter, carefully concealed up a
branch of the creek.  Took her in tow and brought her oft,

Mr. Dixon, whose boat I took this morning, 1 brought aboard to see
you at his own request; I also brought oft abont a hundredweight of
tobacco belonging to him.

I gained considerable information from various parties ashore, which
I will communicate to you in memorandum form,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" Jos. S, Cony,
deting Ensign.

Acting Master S. B. GREGORY,
Commanding U. 8. S. Western World.

Report of dcting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S, Navy, reqarding the need of
an inereased force off Newport News.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Ot Newport News, Va., May 6, 1863,

Sir: The detachment of the Morse from the Gosport navy yard leaves
that position unprotected, it being necessary to send the Seymouwr, now
there repairing, to Baltimore, to be taken out ot the water.

The Commodore Barney 1 shall also be obliged to send to Baltimore
for repairs,

More force is necessary in this quarter, and the protection of the navy
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yard and the guarding the canal require the constant presence of a
double-ender,
1 bave the honor to be, siv, very respectfully, vours,
S, P LBE,

Aety, Rear-Admiral, Comdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIbroN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, (!,

L Endorsement .

Write that one or two more vessels will be added, which is all the
Department can do at present, considering the calls from other stations.
Mention the number cach squadron has,

Correspondence regurding naval cooperation in the occupation of West
Point, V., May 5-7, 1865,

Letter from Major-General Dix, U. S, Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy.

Hvers, DEPr. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Fort Monroe, May 5, 15863,
ADMIRAL: | have, under the orders of the General in Chiet of the
Army, prepared an expedition up the York River, I need two ghn-
boats to cover the landing of the troops.  Will you please furnish them
and send them to Fortress Monroe?  The troops are now embarking
at Norfolk.  The movement will commence to-morrow morning from
that point. I should be glad to have the gunboats at I'ort Mouroe by
10 o’clock. 1t is & sudden movement or I should have given you ear-
lier notice.  The enemy having withdrawn from Sullolk, no gunboats
are needed in the Nansemound for army purposes at this moment.
{ have the honor to be, very respectlully, your obedient servant,
‘ JOIN A, Dix,
Major-General,
Acting Real- Admiral S, P, Lig,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., May 5, 1863,
SIR: I received an application from General Dix this evening for two
gunboats to cover a landing of troops in York River. I have directed
Lieatenant-Commander Babcock, of the Morse, and Acting Master
Wright, of the Mystie, to report to you for this duty, which you will
conduct in the Commodore Morris. You will give the army all the
assistance in your power. Keep me advised by daily or as frequent
communications as practicable of the condition of affairs ashore and
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afloat as far a8 you can ascertain,  You ean send a tug to bring the
Western: World in to your assistance it necessary.
Respectfully, yours,
5. P L,
Aetg. Real-Addmiraly, Comdgy. North Atlantic Blockading Squa-tron,

Lieutenant-Commander J. H. GiLL1s, U, S. Navy, 7
Commanding U. S. S. Commodore Horris.

Letter from Aoting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Dix, U. 8. Army.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, V., May 5, 1863,

GENBERAL: I received this evening your communication ot this date.
I have made Lieutenant Commander (iillis, of the Commodore Morris,
now at Yorktown, acquainted with your object, and instructed him to
give you all the assistance in his power.

Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, in the Aorse, accompanied by the
Mystio, is instructed to inform you by 10 a. m. to-morrow of his readi-
ness to accompany the troops to York River, where he will report to
Lieutenant-Commander Gillis.

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. . LEE,
Actyg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadro.,

Major-General J. A, Dix, U, 8. Army,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, U. 8. Navy.

U. 8. GUNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
off West Point, | Va.|, May 7, 1865.

Sir: I got underway this morning at about 9 o’clock, andin company
with the steamers Jorse and Mystic convoyed the army transports as
far as West Point. After landipg a few troops that had been placed
on board of my vessel, I took up a position on the Pamunkey, commard-
ing the entire approach to West Point, and thus effectually covered the
debarking of the troops from the transports.

After'a suflicient number of infantry and cavalry had been landed
and skirmishers sent out, the cavalry, about 100 in number, started on
a reconnoissance to White HHouse, but just at the first line of woods
from West Point they met the enemy’s pickets, and in charging them
Lieutenant Crozier, of the Sixth New York Cavalry, was killed by his
horse falling on him, the horse having been shot under him. This is
the only casuality I have to mention up to this time. Our cavalry cap-
tured some five of the pickets, and they are now on board of this vessel,

On interrogating them I find four of their number are members of
the Fifteenth Regiment Virginia-Cavalry, and that theirs was the far-
thest picket station from White House in this direction.

The fifth man of the party says he does not belong to any regiment,
and judging from the letters and papers found on him I should think
he was a courier. All the letters he had about him were directed to
parties in Gloucester County, and from the fact that two of the letters
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are written by one of the men just captured I think this pickei station
was merely a stopping place on his route.

He had Richmond new spapers ol to day (7th), one of which I enclose,

I wonld state that the Horse 1 have stationed on the Mattapony and
the Mystic and my own vessel on the Pamunkey, thus covering the
only possible approach to West Point either by land or water. At the
request.of Major-General Keyes T will remain here until to-morrow even-
ing, when I will again return to Yorktown.

The Morseand Mystic T propose to haveremain here for a day or two,
ocenpying their present positions, that of covering our troops.

I am, siv, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

J. 1, GILLIs,
Licwlenant-Conomander.
Acting Real- Admirval S, P, Lk,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, U. §. Navy.

U, S, GunpoAarT CoMmMobpors MORRIS,
Of Yorktown, Va., May S, 1862,

Sir: As I notified you in yesterday's report I returned to Yorktown
this evening. At the request of Major-General Keyes, I remained later
than I intended, that he might fully secure his position by finishing his
line of intrenc Inm(ntx tle has now a complete line of intrenchments
from the Pamunkey River to the edge of alarge marsh skirting tho
Mattapony and is fully secured against an enemy three times his num-
ber. | have left the dorse stationed on the \l(llt(l])()ll\ and the Mystie
on the Pamunkey; the Morse on his vight flank and Mystic on his left,
so that they can repel any attack that may be made, as their g,un.s
command the peninsula completely.,

The cavalry expedition T mentioned in Tuesday’s report as having
been sent to White House on o reconnoissance, returned this morning
at 4 o'clock, having accomplished the object of the expedition, and
destroying the bridge over the Pamuankey at White House, They also
aptured some ten rebels, who had in charge as prisoners 16 of Kil-
patrick’s light cavalry, who were engaged in the recent cavalry raid in
the vicinity of Richmond.

The b prisoners taken the day before, and whom I spoke ol in yester-
day’s report, ave still on board, but 1 shall turn them over to Bllg wdier-
General King in the morning,

I amy siry very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. II. G1LL1s,

Lieutenant-Conmander and Senior Officer,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lig,
( omm((mlu:y North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Aeting Rear-:Admival Leey, U, S, Navy, requesting instructions
regarding the cargo of the steamer Ericsson.
U. S, FrLAGsPr MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., May 0, 1863.

Sir: 1 enclose a copy of the order of Rear-Admiral.Gregory, dated
April 29, to Chiel’ Engineer 15. D, Robie, directing him to proceed in
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the steamship Friesson and veport her ar rival to me with her cargo of
ammunition and the harbor obstruction vafts in tow,

I reported the aveival ol the fKricsson yesterday by tvlcn aph.

I have as yet received no instractions regarding the (llsposit.ion of
the articles she brought,  ‘The rafts L have ordered to be moored behind
Hampton Bar.

I have the honor to be, sivy very respecetfully, yours,
S, I’ LB,
Aetg, Rear-Admirval, Comdy, Novth Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GInroN WELLES,
Scerctarvy of the Navy, Washington, D, (.

Leportof Acting Rear-Admival Lee, U S, Navy, regarding the placing of
« light-ship at I'rying Pan Shoals,

UL S FPraagsie MINNESOTA,
O Newport News, V., May 6, 1867,
Sir: 1 have not yvet had an opportunity to send the I'vying Pan
Shoals light-ship to the station for which she was intended, according
to the Department’s order of April 28
[ respectfully submit, in view ol the extensive system of blockade
breaking lately .u(lnp(wl by our encmies and the increased importance
of the port ot Wilmington as a depot for rebel supplies, and the conse-
quent diflienlty of kevping that port closed, even without the guide
which such a light-ship would be to steamers approaching the coast,
with the purpose of” entering Cape IFear River, that it would be advisa-
ble to delay or abandon stationing a light-ship on Irying Pan Shoals,
where also, she would be exposed to capture or destruction by the
enemy’s cruisers, unless protected by a sufficient force.
T have the honor to be, siv, very respectiully, yours,
S. P Ly,
Aety. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GinroN WELLES,
Seceretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8.
Navy, requarding the sale of prize vessels at public auetion.

NAvVY DurartTMENT, May 7, 1863,

Sir: your letter of the 2d instant, asking for authority to sell the
Coquette and other vessels condemned as unseaworthy at public auction,
has been received.

In reply thereto you are informed that you are authorized to sell the
Coquette, the J. €. Roker, and other vessels in similar condition, as
directed by the Department in the case of the prize schooner Holmes,
and refer the cases to some United States prize court for adjudication.

In all such cases you will have the vessels appraised before the sale
is made, and after the sale you will deposit with the assistant treas-
urer, at the place to which the case is referred, the amount ot proceeds
of the sale, making a separate deposit in each case, and designating
each by the name of the vessel,
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You will send to the district attorney of the court to which the case
is referred the order for appraisal; the return of the appraisers; the
name of the prize vessel, and of the capturing vessel; a brief state-
ment of the time and place of capture; the tacts relied on for procuring
a condemnation; affidavits showing why the vessel was not sent in for
adjudication, and all the evidence possible to show that the prize should
be condemned, and what vessels were in signal distance at the time of
capture,

If any of the officers or crew of a prize are taken prisoners they
ghould be sent to the same court for examination; or, il it is not done,
aflidavits should be sent to show why they were not sent.

In case it is found necessary to sell the cargo of any vessel, as, that
it is perishable, and can not be delayed to be sent into court, the same
course I8 to be followed as in the case of vessels, :

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LiE,
U, 8. N, Minnesota, Old Point Comfort, Va.

Letter from the Seervetary of the Navy to Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U, S.
Navy, regarding order to Captain Drayton, U. S. Navy, to proceed to
Hampton Roads Jor « conference.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 8, 1863,
Your confidential communication No. 491, dated the 4th instant, has
been received.
To enable you to reply to the Department’s communication * of May

1, Captain Drayton has been ordered to proceed to Hampton Roads to

confer with you upon the condition ot the ironclad vessels,

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Seccretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Leg, U. S. Navy,
Comdg., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding the U. S.
steamers Daylight and Isaac N, Seymour.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., May 8, 1863. -
SIR: I have this day sent the U. 8. 8. Daylight, towing the Seymour,
to Baltimore, both to receive repairs, as indicated by the enclosed
reports of survey, copies of which I have sent to Commodore Dornin.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadion.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. 8.—I also enclose the report of survey on the Commodore Barney,
sent to Baltimore for repairs on the Gth.

*S8ee Vol. 8, p. 834,
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Letter from Licutenant-Commander [lusser, U, S. Navy, to Commander
Davenport, U, 8. Navy, regarding certain prize articles.

U. 8. S, M1ai,
Plymouth, N. C., May 8, 1863.

My DuAr DAVENPORT: I send you by the Southfield some articles
seizced as prizes, some many weeks since, some within the last few days.
The owners of these articles were all engaged in contraband trade. 1
wrote a long time ago through you to get authority to sell such things
seized as were of too little value to be sent home. I could have made
something for the Government and for the captors by selling the salt
here; as it is, it will lose more than one half in weight by rotting of
sacks, ete., and will be, | presume, thrown away., It a navy oflicer was
considered as honest as a lawyer, or as an appointee of the Secretary of
the Treasury, maybe these matters would be better managed. Thecot-
ton came from the farm of a secessionist; it was seized (rom negroes
who stole it, and never clainied by any honest man. [T wish you would
send back the Sowthfield so soon as repairs are completed. L wish to
send down then the Underwriter, and next the Perry.

1 send also a prisoner,  I'rench took him for carrying on unlawful
traflic and abusing Union men,

1L do not know that P’ve anything clse to say. Remember me to all
army and navy friends.

Yours, sincerely,
C. W. I'LUSSBR.
Commander 1. K. DAVENPORT.

Leport of Acting Assistant Paymaster Anderson, U, S, Navy, giving list
of prize articles,
. U. 8. S, ComMoDOoR: PERRY,
Plymouthy N, C., May 8, 1863,

Sir: I send you to day, per steamer Southfield, by order of Captain
Flusser, the following articles taken as prize up the Yeopim River:
14 sacks cotlee, 2 pair cotton cards, G pair men’s boots, 8 pair ladies’
boots, 2 dozen knives, 2 bundles pins, 1 box letter paper, 2 boxes toilet
soap, 1 box family soap, 2 boxes needles,34 dozen spool cotton, 1 dozen
shoe strings, 2 dozen toothbrushes, 1 dozen dress patterns, 2 bags coffee,
4 boxes tobacco, 2 half boxes tobacco, 80 bags salt, 3 barrels lard, 1 fish
seire, 1 sail and boat, 37 pieces hams and shoulders, 1 lannch full of
loose cotton, 20 bags cotton.

Very respectfully,

W. H. ANDERSON,
Acting Assistant Paymaster.

Commander H. K. DAVENPORT, U, S. Navy,
Senior Officer, Sounds of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.

Report of Captain Case, U, S. Navy, regarding progress of the work on
Confederate fortifications,
U. 8. S1EAM SLoor IroqQuois,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, May 9, 1863.
SiR: I have to report that the enemy have been engaged during the
day in mounting guns on the northern faces of Fort Iisher. They
appear to be large culiber.
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The Mound, [of] which [ have sent you sketches, has settled very
much and increased the area of the base largely; it is not yet ready
tor a battery. The work on battery No. 5 and on the new battery at
Zeek’s Island progresses steadily.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LupLow Casi,
Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. . Lig,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Repart of Acting Volunteer Licwtenant HHarris, U. S, Navy, regarding
condition of affairs in the Nansemond River,

UL SO S0 STEPPING STONES,
Nansemond River, Virvginia, May 10, 186.~~5 pon.

StRr: | have the honor to report that after receiving prisoners and 25
tons coal, [ 1] returned to my station on the evening of’ the Sth.

All appears quiet. on the river.  The army is busily engaged in level-
ing the works and cutting down trees on the west bank, and strength-
ening the old and erecting new works on the east bank,

A small detachment landed at Halliday's Point yesterday and pro-
cecded toward Chuckatuck village. On the return reported having
driven in two infantry pickets and to have seen some twenty cavalry,

There has always been more or less of cavalry Iurking near Chucka-
tuck, but it the infantry pickets were seen, it is not a customary thing
in that vicinity.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
To A, Harris,
deting Volunteer Licutenant, Commaending.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Captain Drayton, U, 8. Navy, regarding the practicability of
a naval attack upon the defenses of Wilmington, N. C.

Fragsnir MINNESOTA, May 10, 1863,

SIR: As you desire my views on the practicability of a naval attack
on Wilmington, based on my recent experience before Charleston, I
will begin by stating what I there learned to be the weak points in the
monitor class of ironclads, which must, I suppose, be depended on for
the operation,

It may be understood that the opinions which I may express are not,
mine alone, but those of all of the commanding officers of vessels that
went up to Fort Sumter, at least in the main,

The monitors draw about 12 feet of water, and are quite unmanage.
able in a strong tide for two reasons—first, that their speed may be set
down as 4 knots only ; second, because all steerageway ceases the instant
the propeller stops its revolutions. This renders it most difficult to
prevent their fouling each other or even anchoring in a narrow channel.
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My experience also satisfies me that every heavy shot which strikes
the turret, either near the base or upper rim, stops its further revolu.
tions, at least for a time, owing to the bulging-in caused by the shot,
which interferes in some form or other with the machinery for working
the turret, ov forces its upper platform against the pilot house.

The deck, as I have twice witnessed, both at IFort McAllister and
Charleston, can be easily broken in and may be completely perforated
by mortar shells, as then exhibited.

Ay regards- offensive power, much more than half consists of a
X V.inceh gun to each vessel, which, under favorable circumstances,
can not be counted on for & more rapid fire than once in seven or cight
minutes. This, at IFort McAlister, delivered from three monitors for
cight hours, at a distance of from 1,200 to 1,500 yards, and at just such
works as would be most likely met with near \\1lnnn<»ton, did no
injury which could not easily be repaired in one night, a serious view
of the question, should it be required to clear the beach for a land-
ing of troops. In addition to this, as the bar at Wilmington is com-
pletely under fire, I should suppose, in view of the impossihi!ity of
sounding, there might bo more than the usual diflienlties to keep in the
chanunel dnd ofl’ the bottom. At any other scason the question of
wolthu‘, in so eoxposed an anchorage to certain winds, must be con-
sidered in the case ot vessels wln(,h, like the monitors, are so little
prepared with their single anchor to hold on in a blow. At present
this, however, may bo left out of' the question.

This will bring us down to the chances of either sufliciently destroy-
ing Ifort Caswell and the adjoining works as to make them untenable,
or of at least suppressing their fire long enough to enable troops to be
landed, should such be desirable, and I am constrained to say that,
taking into consideration the oflfensive powers ot the monitors, and the
capacity ot enduring their five, based on my ¢xperience gained in our
attacks on the Southern forts, I think neither ot these things likely to
take place.

Should it be intended to assist the naval attack by a land demon-
stration, I can scarcely see how this could be made available until the
forts were destroyed, without which the soldiers could not be landed,
and until which they would only prove all encumbrance,

Without a land foree, however, 1 can not see any useful purpose in
attacking the forts at the entrance of Cape Ifear River, as, were they
not occupied, the fire might always be renewed after the repairs of a
night, and the same work must be done, then, over and over again;
amd to hold them permanently must, I should think, require a very
large force. In view of the reasons given above, I should not be
inclined myselt to undertake the attack on a place where 1 consider
the chances of failure are so mueh greater than of success.

Desirable as it is to get possession of a port into which so much of
the foreign commerce of the Confederate States enters, 1 scarcely like,
as a naval officer, to say what I still can searcely help belicving, that
uitil onr troops can regularly invest it, Wilinington will remain in the
hands of our enemies.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. DRAYTON,
Captain.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LEE,

Commanding North Atlantic Bloc/sa(hm/ b’qumir(m, Newport News,
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, stating his opinion
regarding a naval attack wpon Wilmington, N, (

Jonfidential,| U. S, FLAGsHTP MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, Va., May 10, 1863,
Sir: Mr, Sherman delivered to day the I)epmtmont’s confidential
communication of April 23, e gives me no information in addition to
that which I previously had of particular value,
Captain Drayton arrived to-day, bringing the Department’s confi-

dential dispatch of 8th inrtant.

He informs me of the weak points of the monitors experienced in the
attack on Charleston. This experience does not promise success to
the attack on Wilmington by such a number of the ironclads as will be
available for the purpose.

In reply to the Department’s confidential communieation of May 1,
asking for my views, I regret to say that I.do not think that “a pmoly
naval attack can succeed in getting possession of either or both
entrances to \r\’ilmington.”

Apart from the strength and extent of the defenses now there, the
difliculties of attack and the facilities for defense arising from the
shoalness of the water on the bars and in the entrances to Cape Fear
River make the difticulty greater at Wilmington than at Charleston,

My judgment is that in the present condition of the defenses of Cape
IFear River, as herctofore commnnicated to the Department, that the
entrances can only be taken by powerful military cooperation.

I beg, however, to assure the Department that I will do my best in
every way to take one or hoth of the entrances to Wilmington when-
ever the Department intimates a wish to have the attack made.

In a matter of this moment I would be glad, with the Department’s
approval, to have the opinions of Admirals Goldsborongh, Ifoote, and
Davis as to the propriety of inaking a purely naval attack to get pos-
session of cither or hoth of these entrances; also as to what plan of
attack and what means would promise a suceesstul result.

I have the honor to be,sir, very respectfully, yourobedient servant,

S. . LER,
Acting Rear-Admiral,
Hon. GIDKON WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, of the arrival of
H, B. M. S, Challenger and U. S, 8. Commodore Jones.

U. 8. FLAGsu1r MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., May 11, 1863.
Sir: H. B, M. frigate Challenger arrived and anchored in Hampton

Roads yesterday morning.
The U. 8, 8. Commodore Jones arrived here this morning.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
3. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0,
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S. Navy, regarding naval support
in the military oceupation of the Peninsula, Virginia,
U. S. F'LAGSIIIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., May 11, 1863,

Sir: Barly on Saturday, the 9th instant, I went to West Point to
examine into the position and probable duties ot the two gunboats
(Morse and Mystic) stationed there at the instance of General Dix, the
formerin the Mattapony, the latter in the Pamunkey, to assist the army
in its oceupation of the peninsula at West Point.

Major-General Keyes, with 5,000 troops, was intrenching and fortify-
ing (at about 14 miles from West Point) from the : nnunko_\ about half-
way across the peninsula, where his right rests on a narrow quagmire
about halfway hetween the two rivers.  This sluice seemed to empty, by
a narvow branch, into the Mattapony at West Point. Between this
sliice and the Mattapony seemed to be a wide, low, firm plain, over
which the enemy might approach at night or in foggy weather and get
into the rear of our troops at West Point by cerossing the branch there
(unless there is o suflicient line of marsh across the plain to prevent
it). This part of the position I only saw at night. I suppose that Gen-
eral Keyes will fortify at this point. It is within range from the left
bank of the Mattapony.

The general, 1 believe, had fifteen or eighteen picces of field artil-
lery. The general spoke of establishing a depot of supplies here.  Sce-
ing some difliculty in the situation, and understanding the reliance
placed on gunboat defense, I desired Lieutenant Commander Gillis to
leave the Western World at Yorktown and to add the Commodore Mor-
ris to the support of this military occupation,

Vessels in the Mattapony are liable to artillery attack from the left
bank of that small river. At this time Gloucester Point, opposite
Yorktown, was ()(,cuplul by two regiments, covering 700 cavalry from
General Hoolker's raid.

The army rely for their safe occupation of Yorktown upon the sup-
port of gllllb()dth to command the great ravine which affords a natural
covered way to within 80 yards of their intrenchments there. The
Western World can not. afford this protection; the Mahaska is neces-
sary there, and in view of the very small movable foree inside Cape
Henry I respectfully saggest the propriety of retarning her to this
squadron.

In view of the present occupation and proposed depot at West Point,
the occupation at (iloucester Point, and the difficulty ot defending
Yorktown, it will become, sooner or later, I suppose, the policy of the
enemy to try to turn the heavy guns at Yorktown upon the river,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
. I>. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdgy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to the senior officer off
Wilmington, N. C., to make no further demonstration against Murrell’s

Inlet, South Carolina,
U. 8, FLAGsuir MINNESOTA,

Newport News, Va., May 11, 1863.

Sir: Your No. 32, with its enclosed report of Commander Scott, on
a demonstration made by the Maratanza and Chocura against Murrell’s
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Inlet, South Carolina, on the 3d instant, has been received, | have
given Admiral Du Pont all the necessarvy information regarvding that
inlet.  You will make no further demonstrations against Murrell’s Inlet,
as it is outside of the limits of this squadron and as it is not expedient
to divert from the important blockade oft Cape FFear River and the
coast of North Carolina any part ol the foree we have there,  In yoni
report, No, 21, of April 29, regarding the chase ol a steamer on the 2ist
of April by the Saeramento, you reter to the abandonment ot the chase
on account of the report of the engineer that “the engine was in such
a condition that it was imperative tostop,” ete.  Instruct your engineer
to make a written detailed report in duplicate of the civeumstances for
reference to the Department,
Respectfully, yours,
S P L,
detyg. Rear-Vdmiral, Comdg, North Atlantic Bloeccding Squadron,

Captain C. S, Bodas, UL S, Navy,
Nenior Officer off Wilmington, N, .

Report of  Licutenand-Commander  Braine, U0 N Navy, regarding «
demonstration i Mwrrells Tnlet, Nowth Carolina,

' U. 505 MoNTicELLo,

O Murrells Intet, South Carolina, May 11, 1563,
Sir: I have to report that this day, in company with the U. S, S,
Conemaugh, Commander Reed Werden, I shelled the schooners at this
place, materially damaging them, and also fiving and consuming a large

number of bales of cotton.
I am, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
D, L. BraiNg,
Licutencant-Commander, Commanding.,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, L,
Comdy., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Report of Licutenant-Commander Babeoek, U S Navy, of expedition up
the Mattapony River for the capture of grain,

U. 8. S. MORSE,
O West Pointy Maltapony Rivery Virginia, May 12, 1863,
Sir: Yesterday I was informed by a colored man that one.half mile
above my anchorage, on the left bank of the Mattapony River, there
was & storehouse containing corn and rye, all put in bags, ready to go
to Richmond. This morning I went up with the Morse and captnred
all that was left, viz, 100 bushels of corn and 80 bushels of rye, all in
bags, marked for Richmond. I disturbed no private property, and told
the man my object was to capture all that was intended for the rebels,
He showed me himselt which it was, and 1 took it and will keep it till
farther orders from you. Some corn I left, as he said it was his own
for private use and only amounted to about 10 bushels.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
CHAS, A DABCOCK,
Licnlenant-Commander,
Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE,
U. 8. Fiagship Minnesota, off Newport News, Va,



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 17

Leeport of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S. Navy, regarding the restric-
lion of intercourse by flag of truce,

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., May 12, 1863,

Sir: Lieutenant-Colonel Ludlow (commissioner for exchange of pris-
oners) was on board this ship yesterday afternoon and informed me
that Commissioner Ould had the Confederate steam tug Torpedo at his
disposition, and would probably want to come down at his convenience
under a flag of truce.

As Colonel Ludlow admitted that the exchange of prisoners is to be
made by us, there can be no occasion for these visits, and I intimated
to him that I did not consider them necessary or desirable,

Should Commissioner Ould come again, I propose to stop him at the
White Shoal light-house, 6 miles above here, and to deny the necessity
for his visits, unless I am otherwise instructed by the Department,

Yesterday I caused the Zorpedo to anchor 3 miles above our vessels
here. She paid no attention to the small blank cartridge from the
howitzer of our tug, when Licutenant Lamson fired a shot across her
bow and brought her to.

I send enclosed a drawing* of the new flag she hore.

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LEE,
Act. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Ilon. GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Wuashington City, D. C,

Eeport of Captain Case, U. S, Navy, transmitting reports regarding the
escape of three blockade running steamers into Wilmington,

U. S. S1iAM Sr.oop IROQUOIS,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, May 1., 1863,

Sir: 1 have toreport that three steamers (one paddle wheel and two
propellers) ran the blockade inward through New Inlet this morning.
They were discovered from this ship at 4:15 a. m., the paddle-wheel
steamer at that time being inside the bar and standing for the inner
rip, one of the propellers also inside and the other just crossing the
bar. The.night was clear and starlight until 2:30 a. m., when the
moon rose.

There were three vessels besides this oft the bar, all smtloned as
follows: The Iroquois, with Fort Fisher bearing west; the Mount
Vernon to the northward and westward, and the Iorida and Niphon
to the southward and westward ot her. All three have orders to move
in at night; the Niphon and Mount Vernon, when practicable, to keep
underway and move slowly up and down along the shores (toward the
bar) of Smitl’s Island and the mainland north of' Fort Fisher, each on
its own station, taking care to come out tfrom under the lmtteries before
daylight.

The commanders are given great latitude in carrying out these
orders, as they have to be governed by the wind, weather, and state of
the atmosphere. I have the houm to trun.smlb herewith the reports

* Seo pago 18
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(marked A,* B, and C) of their movements, positions, ete., last night.

We v\pe(,tc(l that a schooner which has been lying in the river for
near three weeks loaded and ready to move, would attempt to run out,
the wind being fair for her to do so, and T was on deck a part of thc
firgt watch, and again before high water in the middle. The oflicers
and lookouts were vigilant, and I have every confidence that nothing
was left untried by them to discover vessels passing.,  The schooner is
still in the river.

The paddle-wheel steamer was very long, with {wo pipes not far apart
and a short, light mast forward and abaft them; she appeared to be
painted white. I think she is the Cornubia.

The propellers sat low in the water, and had each a single pipe and
two masts, not very large. One of them was painted nearly white, and
the other a dark lead color.

T am, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
A, LupLow CAsy,

Captain and Senior Officer I'resent.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, I’ L :
Commanding North Adlantic Blockading Squadron,

[ Enelosure B.)

U.S. S. MounT VERNON,
Of New Inlety North Carolina, May 13, 1863,

Sir: In reply to yours of this date, I have to report that at 8 p. m.,
on the 12th instant, I weighed anchor and stood inshore to the north-
ward of IFFort Fisher., At 8:50 I anchored in 7 fathoms water, the
beach in full view, and so plainly in sight that I considered it to bo
impossible for anything to pass between us and it.

At 2 a.m. T weighed anchor and stood down along the beach, the
sky clear overhead Dut a mist over hanging the land. At(layhght this
morning we discovered three steamers inside the bar at New Inlet.
At this time the U. S. S. Niphon fived a gun and the steamers stood up
the river; IFort Ifisher returned the fire.

Two ol these steamers were painted white, one a screw and the other
a paddle steamer; the screw steamer had one mast and one smoke-
stack; the paddle steamer had two short masts and two smokestacks.
The other steamer was painted a dark color and had much the appear-
ance ot being a gunhboat, She was a paddle-wheel steamer, with two
masts and one smokestack, square stern, and square-rigged forws wed,

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES ’I‘RATm«,N .
Aeting Volunteer Licutenant, U, S. Navy, (,())N))z(lN((m{/.

Captain A, Luprow Casu, U, S, Navy,
Commanding I/. S. S. Iroquois, Sewior Oflicer o(} New Inlety N, C.

{ Enclosure €.
U. 8. S. NIPION,
Of New Inlet, May 13, 1563,
Sir: [ have the honor to report to you that on the morning of’ this
date, this ship being on her inshore station oft Smith’s Island, in 44
fathoms water, that about daylight two steamers were discovered
bearing about, N by E.; also a third on or over the bar. I stood in to
head them oft and soon got in rango ot the rebel batteries on Federal
Point. I m'o(l my Parr ott gun at them, but tho shot fq,ll short y and the

- Not found,
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rebels opened fire on us from their heavy guns on Tort Fisher, but
without damage. Finding the steamers had crossed the bar 1 stoed
out to report to the senior officer on this station. One steamer was of
about 700 tons, three masts, two funnels, and paddle wheels; the other
two were of some 300 tons, two masts, and one funnel; they weroe
painted white or nearly so, it being difficult to tell, as the g]assw fur-
nished this ship are very bad.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: J. B. Brick,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Niphon.
Captain A, L., CAsE,
Commanding L', S, S, Iroquois, Senior Oflicer.

Unoflicial veport of Licutenant-Commander Flusser, U. S. Navy, regard-
ing operations against contraband trade off Plymouth, N. (.

U, S. S, M1aMi,
Plymouth, N, C., May 13, 1863,

My DrAr DAVENrort: 1send down in the Sunny Sowth my pilot,
He wishes to exchange with Everett, of the ZLockwood. 1 have no
objection to the exchange. If Graves has none, the thing is done,

I am hard at word putting things in order here. There seems not to
have been much system; quarter and watch bills all wrong, and no
fire Lill.

The officers seem willing and the men good, and I do not doubt T
shall soon have her in decent, trim,

We are breaking up contraband trade now pretty lively. Ifrench is
cruising in the eastern end of the sound and Ifurniss in the Chowan,
Ifurniss to-day is oft’ on a little expedition to break up some stores for
the rebel army near Salmon Creek.

I like General Wessells; we will get along comfortably together.
Regards to all army and navy friends.

Yours, sincerely,
C. W, FLUSSER,
Lieutenant-Commander,
Commander 11, K. DAVENPORT,
U. S. S, Hetzely New Berney N, C.

Send us one or two coal schooners; we need coal; T want somewhere

near a hundred thousand tons,

Letter from Commander Davenport, U. S, Nary, to Major-General Foster,
U. S. Army; regarding the placing of buoys through the obstructions off
New Berne, N, C.,

U. S 8. HerzeL,
New Berney N, C, May 13, 1863,
IENERAL: Referring to a letter addressed to me by General Potter,
under date of May 3, 1863, with reference to laying down some buoys
through the obstructmns, I have to inform you that I havo had six
placed at proper intervals in the best water, The passage has 12 feet
water, and is about 100 yards wide. There are two small vessels which
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ought to be raised. This would give a good thoroughfare. The buoys
are red and black, red on the starboard, or right hand approaching the
harBor, and black on the port or left Imnd It would afford me great
pleasure to accompany you through this passage whenever convenient
to yourself. The wateris too shoal to admit of another passage-more to
the northward.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
1. 1\. D AVENPORT.

Major-General J. G, FOSTER, A
Comdq. Iighteenth Army Corps, Dept. of North Carolina.

Report of Captain Boggs, U. 8. Nav requrding Confederate defenses at
) ! 1 GGSy Y,
Fort Caswell and Smith's Island,

U. S. S. SACRAMENTO,
Of Western Bar, Wilmington, N, C., May 14, 1863.

SIR: The rebels have apparently ceased working on Fort Caswell,

except perhaps on the up-river tace of the work. It presents to us the
appearance of impregnability from assaults by ironclads or land bat-
teries. All the guns of the main work are casemated; covered with at
least two thicknesses of railroad iron, backed with pulmetto logs. The
original work has been faced with 15 feet of sand. 7The eastern face
of the fort appears to be (even hetween the casemates) ironclad; and
the sand hills for a distance of 24 miles to the westward of the fort have
been plowed up and leveled, leaving no cover for an advance on that
side.
From information received from contrabands, and judging by the
intercourse that we see between Fort Caswell and Smith’s Island, the
rebels are now throwing up batteries near the light-house on tlmt
island.  Smitl’s Island is the key of the position, and it allowed to
perfect their defenses there no human means ean dislodge them,

An examination of the chart will show that troops can be landed on
the east side of Smith's Island under cover of gunboats less than half
a mile distant. Once on shore the island can bo cleared; mortar bat-
teries erected near the light-house, less than £ miles {from Fort Caswell;
a short bombardment would crush in the casemates, demolish the fort,
and cause a surrender. The way would then be opm) for the ironclads
to enter the river, gain the rear of the works on Iederal Point north of
the shoals, cut off all communication, and force a surrender of that
post. This would give us the entire coast of North Carolina, effectually
close this port, at all times difticult to, and which never can be effectually
blockaded. I am aware that a plan of this kind will require time to
carry it out, but the island can be taken possession of at an early day.
It is a healthy position, and during the summer months the water will
be found sufticiently smooth (the prevailing wind being from the south-
ward and westward) to land all the requisite supplies and material on
the island. Its insular position insures it against attack from the
enemy, who, even if disposed to make one, must land in boats.

FFrom contraband information I learn that the ironeclad built at Wil-
mington, represented to be very large and of great breadth of beam, is
to carry 10 heavy guns and has been taken some distance up the river
to receive her armor, a large number of mechanics and material to
complete her having arrived in one of the steamers which ran the
blockade on the east side a short time since. It will probably be two
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months before she is completed; when, if she succeeds in getting out,
we will all be driven off, and they hope to take Beaufort with her.
Should she suceceed in getting to that port, IFort Macon, having all
barbette guns, would not hold out halt’ an hour against such a battery
at short range.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Criias. S, Boaas,
Captain, U. S. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, . LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, ofl” Newport News.

Leport of Licutenant-Commander Babcock, U. S. Navy, of two rcconnots-
sances up the Mattapony River.

U. 8. S. MORSE,
Of West Point, Va., Mattapony River, May 15, 1863.
Sir: I respectfully report that on the 13th instant I made a success-
ful reconnoissance up the Mattapony River as far as Ifrazer’s Ferry; saw
no rebels or rebel batteries, but was informed by a colored man at the
ferry that oen the 12th instant a company of rebel cavalry crossed over
to go down the river on the left bank for the purpose, as he said, of
seeing what the Yankees were doing at West Point, I informed Gen-
eral Gordon, commanding army forces at this place, of the fact.
Yesterday, by the general’s request, 1 made a reconnoissance up the
river 8 miles to look after the rebels, saw five of them on horseback, but
they being so far from me, did not fire, as it would have been a useless
waste ol ammunition.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Cnas. A, BABCOCK,
Licutenant-Commander.
Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Newport News.

Report of Commander Davenport, U, S. Navy, giving the disposition of
vessels in the sounds of North Carolina.

- U. 8. S. HETZEL,
New Berne, N. C., May 15, 1863.

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to submit the following as the semi-
monthly report of the disposition of vessels in the sounds for the term
ending May 15, 1863

May 1.—The Lockwood left for Hatteras Inlet to reliove the Brinker,

May 4.—The Brinker arrived from Hatteras.

May 10.—The Southfield arrived from Plymouth for repairs.

May 15.—The Hunchback, Shawsheen, Brinker, Hetzel, Ceres, and South-
Jield are at New Berne., The Lockwood is at Hatteras, The Granite at
Ocracoke., The Louisiana, Commodore Hull, and Delaware are at Wash-
ington. The Miami, Commodore Perry,and Underwcriter are at Plymouth.
The Whitehead is cruising in the upper sounds, and the Valley City in

the Chowan River., )
[ am, etc., ' H. K. DAVENPORT.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lk, ete.
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Letter from Major-General Foster, U. S. Army, to Commander Daven-
port, U. 8. Navy, expressing thanks for the placing of buoys off New
Berne, N. C.

HEADQUARTERS KIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
New Berne, May 15, 1863.

Sir: The major-general commanding direets me to thank you for the
promptitude with which you complied with his request in regard to
the laying down of the buoys at the barricade.

Immediate steps will be taken to have the two small vessels mentioned
in your communication of the 13th instant removed.

The general, being unwell at present, will avail himself at some future
time of your kind invitation to accompany you through the passage.

I remain, 8ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,

: Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commander H., K. DAVENPORT,

Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Capturc of U. S. mail steamers I'mily and Arrow, May 15, 1863,

Report of Acting Master's Mate Bishop, U. 8. Navy.

U. 8. S. ALurr, May 16, 1863,

Sir: I have been informed by Captain Ludlow’s clerk at Norfolk that
the mail boats Kmily and Arrow were captured by 35 rebels at Curri-
tuck bridge. The crews of both boats were kept on board and made to
pilot them to IFranklin, N, C.|Va.]. The passengers were taken by land
to Raleigh, N.C. One navy captain, two privates (soldiers), and two or
threo utl/ens (and three mail bags) composed the passengers of the
Arrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. Bisuor,

Acting Master’s Mate, Commanding.
[Captain . CrOSBY.]

Report of Captain Porter, Eighth Massachusetts Infantry.

GENERAL: I have just learned that the steamers Fmily and Arrow
were captured by guerrillas at Currituck (J‘uml on I'riday.
Yours, respectfully,
F. E. POoRrRTER,
Captain, Commanding Post.
Brigadier-General . W, WESSELLS,.

[Endoraement.]

- DISTRICT OF ALBEMARLE,
Plymouth, N. C., May 17, 1865—7 p. m.
Respectfully referred to headquarters Department of North Caro-
lina.
Two gunboats from Captain I'lusser’s squadron will start in two hours
for Roanoke and Currituck, using the North Shore as a tender. Oue
hundred and fifty infantry will embark in the boats to attempt the
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recaprure or destruction of the d»row and Kmily. 1 am not in posses-
sion of the details. The gunboats are the Commodore Perry and Valley
City.
H., W, WESSELLS,
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding.

Report of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, transmitting unofficial letter from Lieutenant-
Commander Flusser, regarding the search for the captured steamers.

U. 8. 8. HE1ZEL,
Oy Washington, N, C., June 11, 1863,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter
received from Licutenant-Commander Flusser, whiclh though not offi-
cial, is so complete an account of the c\pcdltmns of the vessels in
Albemarle Sound in search of the steamers Arrow and Fmily that 1
have forwarded it to you.

I trust it will prove satisfactory.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina,

Acting Rear- Admiral S. P. Lk,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[ Enclosuro. )

Unoflicial. | / : U. S. S. VaLLey C1ry,
Plymouth, N. C., May 30, 1863.

My DEAR DAVENPORT: In consequence of the illness of Captain
Flusser, he requested me to inform you relative to the movements of
the vcsselb in his command since the rcceipt of the news of the capture
of the two steamers Arrow and Emily. We Leard of their capture by
the U. S. S. North Shore, which arrived liere Sunday evening (the 17th)
about 7 o’clock.

By 9:30 the same evening we had a detachment of soldiers aboard,
and, in company with the Miami and North Shore, proceeded to the
North River, where we met the Whitehead. Here we came to anchor
for the night. Tarly next morning (Monday), in company with the
Whitehead and North Shore, we proceeded up the river, the Miami
remaining at anchor.

A boat from the Valley City examined all the creeks and places where
the two steamers might be secreted, while the soldiers landed at the
mouth ot the canal,

Seeing nothing of the missing steamers, we all proceeded to Elizabeth
City, where we anchored at 9 o’clock Tuesday evening.

Captain I'lusser wentf, ashore during the night to gain information,
and at 3 o’'clock next morning (Wednesday) we all got underway and
proceeded toward Plymouth., Captain Flusser was satisfied, from the
information gathered at varvious points, that the Kmily and Arrow had
been taken up the Blackwater River to FFranklin, [Va.]. At midnight
(Wednesday) the Whitehead, Valley City, and Commodore Perry got
underway and proceeded toward Franklin, Captain Flusser being aborrd
the Whitehead, in advance.

Thursday, at 7:30 p. m,, we all anchored at the confluence of the
Blackwater and Nottowayrivers. The next morning (Friday), at 5:15,
all the vessels got underway and proceeded up the Blackwater River
till we found but G feet of water, and, as it was impossible to proceed,
we turned down the river and abandoned the idea of reaching Franklin,
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At 1:40 p. m, the fleet entered the Meherrin River, and at 4 o'clock
p. m, the Whitchead and Valley City anchored oft’ Murfreesboro, [N, C.],
the Perry not in sight, Captain IFlusser and myself landed, together
with the soldiers and a few sailors, and proceeded up the town, which
we found unoccupied by troops, they having been sent to repulse us
at Franklin, Here we captured, gave to the poor, and destroyed, in
all, about 10,000 pounds of bacon, together with a quantity of lard and
15 boxes of 6-pound fixed ammunition (14 rounds to a box).

The bacon and lard we have since delivered over to the commissary
at Plymouth,

After capturing or destroying all the provisions we could find belong-
ing to the Confederacy, and hearing that there were 200 rebel cavalry
outside the town, the men were ordered aboard the vessels, and at
midnight we got underway and proceeded down the river.

The water had fallen 18 inches since we anchored the evening before
and the P’erry got hard aground. In attempting to tow her oft' the
Valley City parted two hawsers, tore away her port quarter chock, and
injured her rudderhead. After taking oft her ammunition, she again
got underway. The narrowness of the Meherrin and the high blufts
on either side offered cvery advantage to the enemy in case they
should attack us. We, therefore, stationed pickets on each side of the
river, someways from the bank, but we saw nothing of the enemy. At
10 o’clock in the evening we all anchored oft Poll’s Ifishery, near the
mouth of the Chowan River.

Here Captain Iflusser and myself, with a body of men, went ashore
and surronnded the widow Gascon’s house—about a mile from the
river—where we captured 5 rebel prisoners, among whom was the
notorious Captain IKehoe, These are now in charge of the provost-
marshal at Plymouth, at which place we came to anchor at 5:30 Sun-
day morning.

Monday morning, at 5:50 the Valley City got underway and pro-
ceeded to the mouth of the Meherrin River, where shoe anchored.

We captured 1 bale of wool, which was being taken across the river,

Thursday the W kitchead velieved us, and we proceeded to Plymouth,
where we now are.

1 trust you will find this sulliciently explicit and receive it in lieu of
an oflicial report. I'lusser has got the fever and ague pretty bad.

Hoping to see you soon, I am,

Very respectiully, yours, ete.
ITarraan K. FURNISS,

Jommander H. K. DAVENPOR®,
Senior Officery Sounds of North Carolina, U. S, S. Hetzel,

Report of Licutenant-Commander Gillis, U, S. Navy, of reconnoissances
in York River, betiween Yorktown and West Point, Va.

U. 8. GuNBoAT CoMMODORIE MORRIS,
off Yorktown, Va., May 16, 1863.

Sir: You will receive by to-day’s mail a report of a reconnoissance
by Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, of the steamer Morse,

The encmy have established a picket line 2 miles beyond our outer
picket line at West Point. A Dboat from this vessel, while passing
along the opposite shore from West Point, on the Pamunkey side, yes-
terday was fired into. The crew, being armed, immediately returned
the tire with such effect as to cause the enemy to seek shelter in a hasty
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manner among the trees. With the exception of these fwo circum-
stances nothing has been seen of the rebels. 1 have examined the
shore carcfully between this place and West Point, and can not dis-
cover any indications of their presence.

At Yorktown everthing remains quiet, as usual.

1 am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
' I, H. GiLLIs,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. 7 Li,
Comneanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

’

Report of Captain Case, U. S. Navy, explaining the cause of the temporary
absence from the blockade off’ New Inlet of the U, S. S. P’enobscot.

U. S. STEAM SLoor IROQUOIS,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, May 10, 1863.

Si: I have to report that the Penobscot arrived here from Beaufort
yesterday afternoon with her propeller so badly fouled by a hawser
that it was necessary tor her to return there to clear it.

The Niphon, having but one day’s coal (9 tons) on board, after a stay
on the station of only ten days, made it advisable for me to try to have
her coaled from the Lenobscot by boats, but the stormy weather and
rolling sea which has set in have made this impossible, and I have
therefore dispatehed her for Beaufort with the /’enobscot in tow. 1
trust that the 'enobscot’s propeller may be cleared in time for her to
leave Beaufort to morrow. lHer speedy return is important, as there
are now but three vessels off the inlet. I expect the State of Georgia
from Beaufort to-morrow, which will make four, but I shall have to
leave with this ship for coal the next day.

I shall endeavor to muke arrangements for the storage of a large
quantity of coal on board the Niphon.

I have the honor to transmit a copy of Lieutenant-Commander De
Haven’s report of the Joss of an anchor and fouling the propeller.

I am, ver y respecttully, your obedient servant,
A. LupLow CASE,

Caplain and Senior Officer Present.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, . Lug,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
P. S.—The State of Georgia arrived oft New Inlet at 5 p. m. this day.
A. LubprLow CAsE,
Captain and Senior Officer Present,

Report of Commander Davenport, U, S. Navy, giving the number of men
required for the vessels in the sounds.
U: 8. S. IHE1ZEL,
New Berne, May 16, 1863,
ADMIRAL: We require about 60 men to fill up the complements of
the various vessels in the sounds, consequent upon the discharges of
those whose terms of enlistment have and are about to expire,

I have the honor, etc.,
H. K. DAVENPORT,

Commander, ete.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,
Uommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Braine, U. S. Navy, regarding relief
extended to the U, S. transport North America.

U. S. 8. MONTICELLO,
Beawfort, N. C., May 17, 18063,

Stk : This morning, at 4:30 a. m,, while bound to Beaufort, N, C,,
and about 45 miles distant, I discovered a sail and stood for her. She
proved to be the steamer North sAmerica, U, S, army transport, from
Baltimore, bound to New Orleans, in ballast. At the time of our over-
hauling her she had experienced a heavy gale, her decks were started,
sponsons gone, and 4 feet of water in her hold, the engineer being up
to his waist in water; all pumps going to prevent her from sinking,
She was in distress. I took her in tow and towed her into the harbor of
Beaufort. It affords me pleasure to give you this information.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. L. BrRAINE,

Licutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Eeport of Commander Davenport, U, S, Navy, regarding repairs to guns.

U. 8. S, HEPZEL,

New Berne, N, O, May 17, 1863,
ADMIRAL: I send requisitions for bushes and bushing instruments
for the Parrott guns, The vents of the Shawsheen’s guns were so much
enlarged that I had to put in new bushings. Tortunately we had two
here, but 1 was compelled to dismount the guns and transport them to
the machine shop for the want of proper instruments with which to do
the work on board. The work was well done and guns remounted, all
under the personal care and supervision of Gunner ITines, who is very

useful to me in many ways,
1 have the honor, etc.,
II. I, DAVENPORT.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. PP, LEE,

Leport of Commander Armstrong, U. S. Navy, advising an increased
force off New Inlet for the suppression of illegal trafic.

U. 8. 8. STATE OF GRORGIA,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, May 17, 1863.

Sir: This morning, from our position under Smith’s Island, we see
at the lower whart at Smithville, a very long, low steamey. She is the
largest steamer 1 have seen in the river, is schooner-rigged, masts
rather short, far apart, two smokestacks, painted lead color, and wears
the rebel flag on staff’ at tafirail, She was scen at early daylight, and
has not changed position since, her head lying upstream.

She may have got in on the other side this morning. If bound out,
she would have probably loaded up the river and anchored in the
stream.

If it were possible for us to have vessels to cruise from the outer
shoal, on a line drawn to Rich Inlet, where the commanding officer of
the Perry reports they make the land, nearly north and south, with one
of the small vessels on picket duty close in at night, and other vessels
on outer lines, like our present day stations, we might get them in a
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net and hope to put a stop to this nefarious neutral traflic under the
English flag outside and rebel in the river. 1 know there is every
desire, and the utmost vigilance shown, but it seems they do get by us,
and with a larger force we might stop them before they can get to the
beach and under the protection of their guns.

I notice a great change in the appearance of the tower; the rains
probably have settled it down. It looks now quite compact and ready
for its guns,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. I'. ARMSTRONG,

Commander, Commanding.

Captain A, 1., CasE,
Nenior Officer off New Inlety North Carolina,

Leport of Lieutenant-Commander Babeoek, U S, Navy, regarding expedi-
tion down York River for the capture of ¢grain.
U.S. S. MOR&L,
O West Point, Mattapony River, Virginia, May 18, 1863,

Sir: A few days sinee, lmvmg been informed by a colored man that
there was a quantity of grain, consisting of corn and wheat, which was
intended for Richmond, hun,«_, owned and stored in the granary of a
noted rebel by the name of Robinson, situated on the left bank of York
River, 2 miles below this place, and 1 mlle inland; and having informed
Major-General Gordon of these facts and requesting that he would
furnish some land forces to cooperate with me, which assistance he very
cordially oftered, consisting ol Company 1 and a few from Company
K, of the One hundred and forty-second New York State Volunteers,
commanded by Captain Wheeler, of same regiment, (Captain Motley,
chief of General Gordon’s stall, accompanied the expedition), I started
from my aunchorage at 10 p. m., arriving at the point opposite our des-
tination in about half an hour, and succeeded in landing all the land
forces with a part of my crew before midnight.,

Arriving at the gr:nmry, I ascertained that the grain was in bulk, to
‘the amount ot 200 bushels wheat and between 300 and 400 bushels of
corn, Ifinding that it was impossible to transport it, 1 determined on
its destruction, which was accomplished perfectly; tllen returned on
board the Mo;sc with all forces, by 2 a, m., in safety.

Acting Knsigns Dennett and Merry, with Assistant Surgeon Winslow
and Chief Engineer Divine, accompanied the expedition and rendered
all the assistance in their power. The sailors and soldiers behaved
well, and too much credit can not be given to all concerned with me in
the expedition.

I am, sir, very re spectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. A. Jmnc,ocx,

Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral S, I’. LEE,
Comdyg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Newport News.

Report of Captain Case, U. 8. Navy, regarding the movements of" a Con-
Jederate gunboat at the mouth of Cape Fear River.

U. S. STEAM SLoor IROQUOIS,
Q(;‘"I;em(/brt, N. C., May 18, 1863.

Sir: 1 have to report that at 5:20 a. m. this morning, after we had
commenced getting up our anchor the Mount Vernon reported that a
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rebel gunboat, filled with men, had come over the bar.  The mist which
had hung heavily over the land cleared about the same time and gave
us a view of her with her head to the westward and crossing the bar
inward. Soon after the Floride and State of (feorgic made signals of
her being in sight and the latter fired & shot, which fell short.

At early daylight the Mount Vernon was nnderw ay and well inshore
toward Fort Ifisher., Acting Volunteer Licutenant Trathen informed
me that the rebel gunboat at that time was at anchor near the Mound,
but soon afterwards got underway and came outside, when he came oft
to inform me, and that he could distinctly see her decks filled with men,
I asked why he did not fire at her, His reply was, ¢She was too far oft.”

I have directed him to make a written report, a copy of which I will
transmit to you when received.

She was very light (her propeller blade apparently out of water) and
about the size ot the Jount Vernon, schooner rigged, single smokestack,
painted dark lead color, and had alarge rebel flag flying from her main
gaft, She was of the same rig and appeared to me like the propeller,
painted dark lead color, which ran the blockade on the 13th instant.

She recrossed the bar this morning before half-flood tide and must
have come out on the first quarter. After returning she anchored in
the river in the 5-fathom hole, where she was when I left.

It is quite possible that Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I'rathen is cor-
rect in his view of” her being a gunboat, and that she came ont with the
hope of surprising some one ot the blockading vessels, particularly as
she resembled thc Mount Vernon in rig and appearance, with the excep-
tion of being higher out of water. 1 have thought such an attempt
might be made and instructed the commandersof the vessels accordingly.

[ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LunLow CAsE,
Captain and Senior Officer Present,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, I, Leg,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

[Encloguro.]

U. S. 8. MOUNT VERNON,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, May 18, 1863,

SIr: I have to report to you that at 2:30 [a, m,] this day I weighed
anchor and stood to the southward, close inshore. At daylight this
morning 1 discovered a steamer at anchor between Fort FFisher and the
sand hill on the extreme edge of Federal Point. This steamer I believe
to have come down the river, crossed the bar, and anchored near Fort
Irisher. As soon as he perceived us he hoisted a Confederate flag, stood
inside the bar, proceeded up the river a short distance, and then
returned and anchored in the 5-fathom hole.

IFrom the general appearance and maneuvering of this vessel, 1 think
she is an armed vessel, and at one time we could see with our glasses
that his decks were crowded with men. IHer general appearance resems-
bled, in many respects, that of the U. S. 8. Monticello.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES TRATIIDI\,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Captain A. LuvrLow CAsE, U. S, Navy,
Senior Oflicer off New Inlet, North Carolina,
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Report of Captain Croshy, U. S. Navy, of the departure from Hampton
LRoads of the U. N. steamers Ossipee and (alena.

U. S, FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
o Newport News, Va., May 19, 1863.

Sir: In the absence of Acting Rear-Admirval Lee, I have the honor
to report for him the departure from the roads of U, S, S. Ossipee,
at 3 p. m. yesterday afternoon, for the blockade oft Mobile; also the
departure this morning, at 4:40, of the U. S. 8. ((alena, accompanied
by the tug Lilae, bound ftor Philadelphia, agreeably to the orders of
the Department of May 16, 1863,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Prircr CrosBY,

Fleet Captain North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GibEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Narvy, Washington, D. C.

Beport of Licutenant-Commander GHillis, U, S, Navy, reqarding aflairs
at Yorktown and West Point,
U. S. GUNBOAT OQOMMODORIE: MORRIS,
Yorktown, Va.,, May 19, 1863.

Str: 1 have to report that the afiairs at Yorktown and West Point
remain quiet as usual; no further indications of the enemy have been
observed more than was stated in my communication No. 44, General
Keyes has completed five earthworks, and has all the necessary guns
mounted on them, and feels safe in his position as long as the Morse
and Mystic remain in their present position, 1 have sent the Crusader
to her cruising ground, as this vessel remains at Yorktown during the
night, though I run up to West Doint almost every day. KEnclosed
please find communications from the Morse and Mystiec. 1 have
instructed Captain Babceock, of the Morse, that he is hereafter to only
act with the army, at the request of the commanding officer, to cover
any operations that may be carried on by that arm of the service, unless
he has incontrovertible evidence that what he wishes to destroy or
seeure is not private property.

I am, sivy very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. . Grois,
Licutenant-Commander,
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lk,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Ieport of Acting Master regory, U. S. Navy, regarding operations in
the vicinity of Milford Haven and disposition of property captured,
May 1-8, 1863.

U.S. S, WESTERN WoRLD, May 19, 1863,

(Received May 24).
Sir: 1 bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 13th instant,
In reply to your questions as to the vessels and other property cap-
tured or destroyed by me, 1 will forward the following memoranda:
May 1.—Saw a schooner up Stutt’s Creek, leading out of Milford

Haven. Sent two boats accompanied by two from the Crusader. At

Richardson’s plantation found the schooner sought and two others,

which were burned, because the proof was positive that they were rebel
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property, because it was evidenl that they were especially adapted to
run the blockade, and mizht be fitted for that purpose with but little
expense, and that they might not again deceive us or lead me to think
vessels had ran in.  On the return of the boats they found at the land-

ing of Lewis Hudgins one large scow capable of carrying about 70 men
or a corresponding amount ot goods, a large boat capable of carrying
upward of 50 men, both flat and shoaly and well (ulwpted toland goods
from blockade runners. From his slaves and those of adjoining planta-
tions and from his white neighbors they learned that he had been
engaged in running the blockade; that he [had] 600 bushels of corn in
his barns destined for Ru,lnnond that he had.sent a large quantity
already, and was in constant mpcctatlon of wagons for the remainder.

His son, Lewis Iudgins, jr.. is known to be an agent and pilot for
blockade runners, Bellevmg., it to be for the public interest, the boats
were again dispatched to seize what they could of the corn (‘Lbout 60
bushels), one set of sails, consisting of a whole suit for a schooner of
about 60 tons burden, as well as a large boat, which, together with the
sails (save a maintop staysail and flying ]1b which 1 delivered to
Commander Gillis), I have still in my possession. The corn was deliv-
ered to the army quartermaster-at Yorktown.

May 5.—Heard that a schooner belonging to Carter ITudgins was in
Queen’s Creck, having run the blockade. Said Hudgins is known to
be the most bitter secessionist in this (Mathews) county, and he has
been the immediate cause of sending several men to Richmond prison
for no other cauxe than supposed Union sentiments, It is understood
he instigated the firing on the Mahaskd’s boats. Ifinding it would be
dangerous to delay the boats long enough to get the schooner afloat,
she was burned, together with one up another branch of the same
creek. A large single-banked, 6-oared boat, which had run the block-
ade the preceding Saturday while we were cruising oftf’ Horn Harbor,
was found, and is used by us at present as a boarding boat; also a
large decked boat, admirably fitted for illegal traflic, was seized and
delivered to Lieutena.nt-C()mnmnder Gillis.

May 6.—Up ITaven Creek captured a sloop which had run the block-
ade repeatedly; delivered her to Licutenant-Commander Gillis,

May 7.—Sent three cutters to Mr. Richardson’s plantation to search
for a boat which we had heard from various sources was being fitted
to burn our vessels in Chesapeake Bay.  We found it and have it still
in-custody. Ifound a schooner belonging to Captain John Winder;
put her in an unfit condition to run the blockade (at his request). Iler
sails were taken and are on board, much worn. They are still on
board. This steamer awaiting to be disposed of as you may order,
He is reported to be a Union man,

May 8.—Sent two boats into Ilaven Creck in search of the boat
which burned a tobacceo ship some months since.  She was found on the
premises of Archibald Hudgins, who acknowle(lged she was manned by
nine armed men from Rlchmond ‘who fled at the approach of sur bouts;
that they had stopped at his [housc] for several days; that we were
correct in supposing they intended to prey on our merchant vessels
passing in the bay; that they had been out once and put back, owing
to roughness of the sea.  This boat was also turned over to Lieutenant.
Commander Gillis,

All the contrabands and free negroes came to the ship voluntarily,
or begged our boats in passing to take them off, They were turned
over to army authorities at Yorktown. Iach expedition was under-
taken because it appcared to be necessary for the public interest, for
the protection of our commeree, and for the maintenance ot the block-
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ade, All possible discrimination was used in regard to private prop-
erty, and the fact the court of Mathews County having passed an act
to suppress the running of the blockade, shows the good effect of this
activity., My oflicers were active in the discharge of their duties.

With regard to the extent of coast blockade, I would state that while
I watch Piankatank with the vessel, it has been my practice to send a
boat to the entrance ot Milford Haven by night, and that the coast to
the southward has been watched as closely as possible by me.

Allow me to ask what is meant by public property; and are provi-
sions destined for Richmond to be regarded as such?

Should boats’ crews always be armed on going ashore in this vicinity;
or am I to use my discretion regarding the propriety of such proceed-
ings? I discharged Paul Dyer, pilot, and on recommendation of
Lieutenant Commander Gillis took D.wxd Wright in his stead. Mo,
Dyer started for Old Point Comfort to report to you.

I would state in regard to the question as to arming boats, that I
have always had them armed, but that [ enquire to know it there has
been any order in regard to the subject.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL B. GREGORY,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, I, Lux, )

Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Newport News, Va.

Beport of Licutenant-Commander (fillis, U. S. Navy, o) operations in
conjunction with the army in Mathews County, Va.

U. 8. GUNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
OfF Yorktown, May 22, 1863,

STR: I have to report that at the request of Major-General Keyes I
have acted in conjunction with Brigadier-(ieneral Kilpatrick by cov-
ering his operations in Mathews County.

The object of the expedition was to mount all the dismounted mwen
under his command. On the morning of the 20th instant I took on
board 100 men from the Fourth Delaware Volunteers under Major La
Mott, and with the Winnissimel in company proceeded to North River,
where I arrived at half past 5 a. m. I remained at this place until
communication was had with General Kilpatrick, and in the evening
I went in Bast River to cover his operations thelo I remained at this
place until about 9 o’clock the next morning and then started for the
rendezvous on North River, After wo ‘unvu_l some horses were
brought on board the Winnissimet and we lay quiet all day waiting to
hear from the different squads of cavalry that had been sent out, At
6 oclock, all being ready for a departure, I took on board 200 of the
Ifourth Delaware Volunteers and started for Yorktown, where we
arrived at half past 12last night.  About 300 horses, 150 head of cattle,
and a large number of sheep were captured by the (:nvuhy(lnmmr their
march through the country. General Kilpatrick and Lieutenant-Col-
onel Suydam, in obedience to orders issued to them, destroyed all the
property which they considered useful to the rebels,

Iiverything remains quiel as usual at West Point,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. 11, GinLis,
Lieutenant-Commander,
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. L,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
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Report of Captain Case, U, S. Navy, transmilting report of Commander
Bankhead, U. S. Navy, regarding the detention of the brig J. McIntyre
by « blockade runner,

U. 8. STEAM BLooP IROQUOIS,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, May 26, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of Commander

Baukhead’s report of boarding a brig which had been detained and

threatened with burning by a blockade runner, a bold and piratical act.

I am, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
A. LupLow CASE,

Captain and Senior Oflicer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,
Commanding Norvth Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Nore.—Commander Armstrong in his report to me dated May 24,
1863, of occurrences oft New Inlet during my absence at Beaufort, states
the brig referred to above reported that she had been threatened with

burning by the steamer that detained her.
A, Lubprow CAsE,

Captain, ete.

[Enclosure.]
U. 8. S. FLORIDA,
New Inlet, North Carolina, May 25, 1863,

Sir: I beg leave to report that on the 20th instant the American
hermaphrodite Brig J. McIntyre, of Camden, from Boston, bound to
New Orleans, laden with army stores, was boarded by this vessel some
15 miles offshore. Her captain reported that he had been spoken on
that morning at 4 a. m., by a steamer. He was questioned as to his
cargo, voyage, ete., and doubt expressed as to the truth of his state-
ment in reply to their questions. She Jaid by him full an hour and then
allowed him to proceed on his voyage. He described the steamer as a
paddle-wheel, schooner rigged, long, narrow vessel, painted lead color,
about 500 to 600 tons, and from appearances he should judge her to be
tast. Single tunnel. She showed no colors. The captain supposed
himself to be about 40 miles northeast from New Inlet at the time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. . BANKHEAD,

Commander.

Oaptain A. LupLow CASE,
Senior Officer Present, ete.

Beport of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, suggesting immediate
operations against the defenses of Cape Fear River.

(‘onfidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, May 20, 1863.

Sir: Mr. Fox and myself had an interview with General Totten
respecting the probable result of an exclusive naval attack on Ifort
Oaswell with ironclads. The general said it the fort is now as it was
when we had it, that six monitors ought certainly to silence its guns,
but that owing to its glacis the fort itself could not be injured by the
wmonitors. The general said the fort could easily be taken by land
approaches and by a small force.

N W R—VOL 9—-3
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The rebels have casemated IFort Caswell, which is now the best sort
of an earthen work, and are understood also to have an earthen work
below it.

Mr. FFox and myself then had an interview with General Halleck, in
which the general said that no troops could now be furnished to assist
in the attack on the defenses ot Cape FFear River, nor until we obtain
suflicient conscripts; that every general is now asking for more troops,
and that General FFoster is now discharging troops whose time is up.

This, the mild season of the year, is the most favorable time for land
ing troops and supplies on the coast, The defenses of Cape Ifear,
as against naval attack, have been greatly strengthencd since the
departure of the joint expedition against Charleston, and these defenses
are all the time increasing, as appears from my reports to the Depart-
ment during the last three or four months. 'The sooner, therefore, the
attack is made, the better it will be for us, and I respectfully suggest
that a plan for joint operations may be agreed upon to be executed as
soon as practicable and duly provided for in the meantime.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respecttully, yours,
S. . LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GipkoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

Report of Commander Davenport, U, S. Navy, of the capture of the
schooner Renshaiww, May 20, 1863,

U. 8. S. HErzEL,
’ Off New Berne, N. (., October 10, 1863.

SIR: I enclose herewith an affidavit concerning the capture of a
schooner called the . 7. Renshaw, which vessel is, by permission of
the Navy Department, in use as an ordnance vessel in the United
States naval service.

Neither papers nor partics were found on board at the time of
capture, ~

I have had her appraised by a board of naval officers, who valued
her at $850.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. K. DAVENPORT,

Commander and Senior Naval Officer in Sounds of North Carolina.

R. 1. DANA,
U. 8. District dttorney, Boston, Mass.

[ Enclosure.]

U. S. 8. LOUISIANA,
Of Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina, October 7, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to report to you the capture of the schooner
R. 1. Renshaie (said to measure 75 tons) and formerly owned by a firm
in Washington, N. C. (John Myers & Sons), ths said [owners| being in
arms in the Confederate service. The said schooner was seized on the
20th of May, 1863, 5 miles above Washington, N. C., in the Tar River,
- on an expedition fitted out from this vessel with launch and howitzer,
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and a crew of 15 men under command of Acting Master’s Mate
Charles W. Fisher, and towed down the river to within our lines,

Respectfully submitted.
EDwWIN MCKEEVER,

Act.g linsign U S. Navy and Fxecutive Officer, U. 8. 8. Louisiana.

Commander H, K, DAVENPORT,
Senior Officer, Sounds of North Curolina,

Approved and sworn to by
CHARLES W, FISHER,
Acting Master’s Mate, U. S. Navy.

JonN MILLS,
Carpenter, U. 8. Navy.

Report of Commander Renshaw, U. S. Navy, regarding the scizure of a
new schooner in Tranters Creek, Tar River, May 21, 1863.
U. 8. 8. LOUISIANA,
O Washington, N. C., May 24, 16’(”.3.

Sir: I have respectfully to inform you that two of the lmlnchcs
under my charge have been constantly employed lately in the different
branches of this river. On the 21st a new schooner was taken posses-
sion of at Tranters Creek, some distance above this place. She has
never been masted, but a beautlful model, of 80 tons, well put together
with galvanized msteumgs. There can be no doubt of this vessel
heing a lawful prize, as I have made myself well acquainted with her
history, and have been looking for her for some time.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. T. RENSHAW,

. Commander, U. S. Navy.
Commander I, K. DAVENPORT,
Senior Officer, ete.

['Felagram. ]
PHILADELPHIA, May 21, 1863,
U. 8. S. (falena arrived at Philadelphia May 21, 1863. Have arrived

safely. Tug broken down. [How shall I send my pilot back?
LEONARD P’AULDING,

Commanding Galena.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. . LEE,
Newport News.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Babeock, U, 8. Navy, of cooperative
operations in the Mattapony River, Virginia.
U. S. 8. MoRsE,
off West Pomt Mattapony River, Virginia, May 27, 1863.

Sir: On the 22d instant, by the request of Brigadier-General Gordon
(commanding army forces at this point), I received a soldier on board
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a8 a scout, went up the Mattapony River 3 miles, and put him on shore
to examine a place on the left bank, where it was supposed the rebels
were erecting a battery. The scout returned at 3 a. m. and reported
everything quiet at the point specified.

On the same day, by the general’s request, sent three armed boats’
crews on left bank to accompany his forces, Together, captured. six
mules, which I gave up to the army.

On the 23d, by the general’s request, sent all boats armed ashore,
together with some troops; captured H00 bushels of corn, which the
army took.

un the night of the 26th went about 15 miles up the Mattapony
River. Went to general quarters and exercised the crew. Iired ten
shells, one ot which, I understand to day from a contraband, passed
through a house where some rebel cavalry were, they runuing one way
and he into our lines.

To-day, by the general’s request, went up the Mattapony River as
far as I'razer’s I'erry (Colonel [ Burr] Porter accompanying me). lleard
of a number of rebel eavalry and infantry. IFound, from a contraband,
the direction of their camps, Fired eight shells among them,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. A, BABCOCK,
Licutenant-Commander,

Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, »
Comdg. North Atlantic lockading Squadron, off Newport News,

N

Report of Commander Armstrong, U. 8. Navy, transmitting information
of the chase of a blockade runner by the U. S. S. Penobscot under the
guns of Fort Fisher, May 22, 1863.

U. S. S, STATE OF GEORGIA,
OfF New Inlet, North Carolina, May 22, 1863.

Sir: I have to report the entrance of a steamer this morning into
New Inlet, and regret to inform you of the death of Assistant Surgeon
IEd. A. Pierson, of the Penobscot, who was killed at his quarters by a
shell fired from IFort Ifisher at that vessel.

1 enclose revort from Licutenant-Commander De Haven, with reports
from Acting Assistant Surgeons Pray* and Bruce. T'he wounded man
is doing well, and the sick of the Penobscot have been taken on board
this ship for medical treatment,

At dusk last night the ships moved into their night stations. At 4
a. m, all were seen underway in the dim haze of the morning; the
P’enobscot and Niphon close in with the bar, the PPenobscot almost in line
with this ship, then heading in; the Florida to the southward of the
Niphon toward Smith’s Island, and the Mount Vernon to the northward
of the I’enobscot, up the beach.

Betore day broke guns were heard and seen from the Penobscot and
Fort IFisher, and soon after a small steamer already in by the fort,
She was first seen by the Penobscot—was chased and fired at by her.
As the Penobscot was coming out she was struck by a rifled shell, caus-
ing the death of Dr. Pierson and the wounding of the surgeon’s stew-
ard. The shell cut oft an iron awning stanchion, passed through the
deck, tearing off and splintering the partners of the mainmast on port

* Report of Acting Asvistant Surgeon Pray not found,
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side, into the steerage. Iortunately the shell failed to ignite its fuze.
It was an elongated shell of 6 inches caliber with wooden stock fuze.

The damages to Penobscot will be soon repaired by the carpenters.
At daylight the steamer was seen by all the vesaels, but already by the
fort and out of reach of our guns. She passed up the river.,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAg. If, ARMSTRON(;,

Commander, Commanding.

Captain A. L. CASE,
Comdy. U. 8. 8. I oquols and Senior Ofiicer off New Inlet.

[Enelosuro. ]

U. S. GUNBOAT PENOBSCOT,
OfF New Inlet, North Carolina, May 22, 1863,

Str: I have to report that at 4 this morning a long, low steamer
with one mast, one smokestack, and painted light lead color, was dis-
covered benrmn west, distant from Iort Itisher about a qu(lrter of a
mile., Chase was immcdiavtely given, and at 4:30 a. m. fire opened upon
her, with what effect it is impossible to state, as she succeeded in mak-
ing New Inlet. Six batteries, together with Fort Ifisher, opened a
heavy fire upon this vessel, all of the shot, with one exception, falling
short or overreaching. At 5 a, m. a shell struck an iron stanchion on
the port side, cutting the awning rope, passing through the partuners of
the mainmast, carrying them all away on the port side, springing one
of the deck be‘uns and entering the steerage, seriously wounding
Assistant Surgeon dward A. Pierson and Surgeon’s Steward Julius
C. Force, who were at their post, No further damage was intlicted and
no other casualties occurred on board this vessel.

It is my painful duty to inform you that at 6:45 a, m. Assistant Sur-
geon Iidward A. Pierson expired from the effect of his wounds. Here-
with find enclosed the report of Acting Assistant Surgeon W. G, Bruce,
U. S. gunboat Niphon.

I am, respectfully, your obedient sorvant,
Joseril K, DE HAVEN,
Licutenant-Commander.,
Captain JAMES I", ARMSTRONG,
U. 8. 8. State of Georgia, Senior Oficer P’resent.

[Subenclosuro.)

U. 8. 8. PENoBscor,
OfF New Inlet, North Carolina, May 22, 1863.

Sir: At the request of your signals for surgeons, this morning, at

5:30 a. m., Captain Breck, of the U. 8. S. Niphon, instantly dispatched
me on board your ship. i arrived on board « little before 6, and have
the honor to report the following casualties on board this ship, which
oceurred during the time she was under the rebels’ tire from FFort Fisher
and the rebel batteries along the coast near New Inlet:

IEdward A, Pierson, assistant surgeon, killed.

J. C. Trorce, surgeon’s steward, slightly wounded on the scalp at vari
ous points, and dislocation of the left shoulder.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. GAINES BRUCE,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U, S. Navy.

J. E. DE HAVEN,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.
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Correspondence relative to the destruction of the schooner Sea Bird,
Report of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy.
U. 8. 8. HrrzeL,
New Berne, N, U., May 22, 1863.

ADMIRAL: Referring to your letter of the 11th instant, I beg leave to
suy that the ordnance vessels here have as much ordnance and stores
on board as they can stow, All the other vessels have as much as they
can carry.

* * * *

I learned this morning that the schooner Se« Bird, with a cargo of
coal for the Navy, was burned, I presume by the rebels, on her way up
the river. The circumstances, as far as 1 can learn, are these: The
steamer Allison (belonging to the Army) on her way up the river dis-
covered a vessel aground, on fire, and near her another small schooner,
On approaching the latter she could see no one on board, but evidence
of a recent and hasty departure, The Allison then went to the Sew
Bird, where, finding no one, she scuttled her. On board of the other
schooner was a quantity of coal (about 50 tons), evidently taken from
the Sea Bird by the enemy. The schooner was towed up to this place.
The commander of the A llison, whose name [ don’t know (will find out),
deserves commendation for his conduct.

I shall send the Ceres and Brinker down and endeaver to capture or
destroy any boats which may be about the vicinity. The spot is just
below Wilkinson’s Point, about 30 miles below this place.

*» * * * * H *

I would like you to give me authority to transfer oflicers as 1 may
think the good of the service may be promoted, keeping you advised of
such transfer. I find it necessary quite frequently, but dislike to do it
without your authority. .

I have just received yours of the 9th instant with blank quarterly
ordnance returns.

The only palliation for tiie return of the returns ot the Ietzel is the
fact that 1 have an ignorant, illiterate executive officer, a man who is
a monosyllabian; anything beyond that confuses and confounds him,
and I could not, with my various duties, give as much attention to the
returns as they require. 1 trust those hereafter sent will be found
correct.,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
I1. K. DAVENPORT.

* * *

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Letter from Major-General Foster, U. 8. Army, to Commander Davenport, U. 8, Navy.

HEADQUARTERS, May 22, 1863,

CoMMANDLER: Inview of the recent little demonstration of the rebels,
resulting in the burning of a schooner, it becomes nccessary to take
some action in the matter,

I shall occupy Wilkinson’s Point, and should be pleased it you would
take some necessary steps to punish the raiders, destroy the boats on
Dawson’s Creek, etc,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. I'OSTER,
Major-General, Commanding.
Commander H, K, DAVENPORT,
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Letter from Commander Davenport, U, 8, Navy, to Acting Master Phelon, U. 8. Navy, convey-
ing expressions of commendation,

U. 8. S. HETZEL,
O Washington, N. C., July 6, 1865,
Sir: It gives me pleasure to call your attention to the following
extract from a letter from Rear-Admiral 8. P, Lee, dated June 27, 186:3:
Acting Master Phelon'’s conduct (as reported to yon by Acting Volunteer Licn-

tenant Flye, under date of Juno 21) in capturing four of the rebels who wero con-
cerned in the late burning of a coal schooner in Neuso River, is commendable,

Respecttully, ete.,
L K. D[AVENPORT].
Acting Master H, A. PHELON,
Commanding Steamer Shaiwsheen,

Report of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. S, IIn1ZEL,
O New Berne, N, C., July 6, 1863,
ADMIRAL: Your letter of June 27 has been reccived. In reply I
beg leave to state that two of the persons who were engaged in the
burning ot the coal schooner Sea Bird were dressed in uniform, and
belonged to Whitford’s band of guerrillas. They were turned over to
the military authorities.
The other prisoners were notconcerned in the burning of the schooner.
I have the honor to be, respecttully, ete.,
H. K. D[AVENPORT].
Acting Rear-Admiral S, . LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports
and correspondence regarding attack upon U, 8. mail boat Swan, May
23, 1863, and retaliatory measures adopted.

U. S, FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., June 4, 1863,

Sir: I enclose (A) the report, dated May 26, of Lieutenant-Com-
mander Gillis, enclosing the report of' Lieutenant-Commander Babeock,
of the U. 3. S. Morse, regarding the firing by rebel artillery on the U, S,
mail boat Swan from a point on York River about 4 miles below West
Point in the afternoon of the 23d ultimo, when the Morse was moved
at once to the spot, returned the fire, landed three boats’ crews, and
burned twelve houses in the vicinity, three full of corn, three full of
bacon, three outhouses, and three dwelling houses,

I required Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, senior officer in York River,
to investigate the matter and report why the buildings were burned,
whether they were occupied, whether anything was taken from the
houses, cte.

I respectfully enclose his reply (B) of June 3, accompanied by a
letter of June 2 from Major-General (iordon, in ceinmand at West
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Point at the time, justifying the act and stating that it was done at his

suggestion,
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, LER,

Acty. Rear- Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GIDIEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure A.)

U. S. GUNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
Of Yorktown, May 26, 1862,
Sir: Enclosed please find report of Lieutenant-Commander Charles
A. Babeock, commanding U. S, gunboat MHorse, inrelation to an attack
on the U, b. mail boat Swean on Saturday last. I have had the boat
convoyed since that time and thus far there has bheen no more trouble.
Liverything remains quiet, and there has been no other demonstration
by the enemy since my Jast report. General Ord has taken command
at West Point.
1 am happy to state that the blockado in this vicinity is so striet that
I am able to get information from all those who are not immediately
engaged in breaking it, and I have strong hopes of being able to break
it up (fntn(_*ly in a very short time.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.H. Ginois,
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Oflicer, York River and Vicinity.

[Acting Rear-Admiral S, . LRE, U. S, Navy,
Comdy. North Atlantic Bloolxadnz‘/ Squadron, Hampton Roads.)

[Subenclosure.)

U. 8. 8.1 V[()R.SE,
Of West Point, Mattapony River, Virginia, May 24, 1863.

Sir: At 3:30 p. m, yesterday, 4 miles below West Point, on tlle right
bank of the York River, a number of rebel artillery opened fire on the
U. S. mail boat Swan while on her passage up from Yorktown. Got
underway immediately and in a short time drove the enemy. General
Gordon and staft came down in a tug and came on board.

All my officers and crew behaved well.

Sileuced the enemy completely after firing several rounds.

Manned the three boats with armed crews, Mr. Merry (executive
officer) having charge ot first cutter, accomp.uned by Chief lingineer
Divine; Mr. Russell (acting ensign) in gig, and Mr. Dunne (acting mas.
ter’s m.ltc) in second cutter, went on shore and burned twelve houses in
the vicinity, three tull of corn, three full of bacon, three outhouses, and
three dwelling houses. After firing the houses the boats returned on
board in safety.

Captain Wright, of the Mystic, did all in his power to be on the spot.
as soon as possible, and rendered very efficient, service, his boats accom-
panying our own.

Two of my breechings carried away, one INX-inch at the second fire
and one 100-pounder Parrott after firing four rounds; also two side
tackle blocks split at IX.inch gun and one rammer and handspike, also
at IX-inch, broken, '

On account of the limited space I had to be very careful in firing the
guns and could only fire one at a time on each end, as it would endan-
ger the lives of the crew.

The breeching bolts all held good, but the forward part of the house
is very much shattered, and a re eat many windows fore and aft broken.
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The reason that I burned the houses was that the rebels fived from
and behind them on an unarmed mail boat. .
1 am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
CirArLs A, BABOOCK,
Licutenant- Commander,
Rear-Admiral 8, ., I.EE,
Commanding North A tlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Enclosure 1)

U. 5. GunBoAT CoMMODORE MORRIS,
O Yorktown, Va., June 3, 1863,

SIrR: In reply to your letter of the 30th of May, in reference to the
burning of certain buildings on York River below West Point by
Lieutenant-Commauder Babeock, of the Morse, I would state that upon
investigation I find that the buildings were burned because the rebels
had placed their battery in front of and on cach side of them, and
were in occupation of them at the time, the officer in command being
in the largest one and watching the effect of and directing the firing,.
The occupants of the houses had all been sent away belore the attack
on the Swan was made. No scarch of the buildings was instituted, and
the only property I canlearn of being brought ofl' is a thermometer and
an old clock, which were brought oft by the men of the Morse. The
former is on board the Morse and the latter was taken ashore by the
adjutant-general at West Point,

General Gordon was on board of the Morse at the time the buildings
were burned and considered the act perfectly justifiable, and the opin-
ion of both himself and General Keyes is that if the prompt measures
which were taken by Lieutenant-Commander Babeock had not been
taken the consequence would have been that every unarmed boat that
passed up and down the river would have been fired into unless con-
voyed by a gunboat.,

The threo buildings were owned, respectively, by the following-named
men: Woodhouse, Lacy, and Blossingham. -Mr. Woodhouse lives in
Richmond, and his house was occupied by his overseer, a man by the
name of Drake. Mr, Lacy occupied his own house, and is reputed to
be a strong secessionist, and is magistrate of New Kent County, Ile
has aided and abetted the rebel cause. Mr. Blossingham also occupied
his own house, and is a strong secessionist. e has a substitute in
the rebel Army, I have obtained all this information from Mr. Wright,
who has lived in that neighborhood and knows all the parties,

Inclosed please find a communication from General Gordon to
Lientenant-Commander Babceock in relation to the matter.

[ have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
: J. H. GILLis,

Lieutenant-Commander,
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE, :
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Subonclosure. ]

HEADQUARTERS GORDON’S DIVISION,
. Yorktown, Va., June 2, 1863,
SIik: You have asked my opinion as to whether you were justified
in causing the destruction by burning of private houses on the York
River, near the location of a rebel battery which fired upon my mail
boat in her passage from Yorktown to West Point, Va., on the date of
the 23d of May, 1863, This rebel battery, secretly placed in position,
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opened fire on an unarmed mail and passenger boat in which women
and children are often conveyed, and on which women were passengers
at the time of firing, I requested you to proceed to the position ot the
battery as soon as the firing was reported to me. You went immedi-
ately, but were unable to inflict any punishment upon the guerrillas,
whao fled at your approach. Seeing no mode of properly punishing the
perpetrators of this outrage and preventing its recurrence but by a
retaliatory act which should interest the residents of the York River
in petitioning their rulers to prevent acts not.justified in warfare of
civilized nations, I snggested the burning of tho dwellings immediately
around the scene of the firing. Youtook theresponsibility and burned
three dwelling hounses. [ entively justify your course, and commend
its efficient workings to other commanders,  Since your punishment of
guerrillas not another shot has been fired at my boat. Condemning as 1
do, as barbarous in the extreme, all destruction of private property in
the land of an enemy not made necessary by the exigencies ol war, I
fully, in the case above, justify your action.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Grorar 11, GOrRDON,
Commanding Division.

TIBUTENANT COMMANDING GUNBOAT MORSE,
Yorktown, Va.

Leport of Captain Boggs, 17, S. Nawvy, reqarding the condition of vessels
g4 ) .o Y . b "
under his command,

U. S. S. SACRAMENTO,
off Deavfort, N. C., May 23, 1863,

SIR: I have the honor to enclose report of a survey held on the U.S. S.
Monticello, I am now making such repairs on this vessel with the
limited means at my disposal as will probably enable me to keep her
on the station for about three weeks longer.

The Maratanze having been dispatched to report to you for repairs,
the Dacotal being ordered to Norfolk by the Department for the same
purpose, and the present condition of the Monticello, and the condition
of the Victorie, that must come to this place and spend at least ten
days in patching her boilers (arches of the furnaces), leave so small a
force off the Western Bar as to make the blockade only nominal, besides
inviting an attack from the enemy, it they have, as is believed, two
small ironclads—and one or two gunboats ready for some time to
run out,

I have endeavored to keep you informed of the condition of the
vessels oft the Western Bars The engineer of the AMinnesota, to whom
they appear to have been referred, seems to think the vessels are not in
as bad a condition as has been represented, but states that if proper
‘are had been taken of the boilers they would be in better order.

Such reports do not affect the facts in the case, or place more eflicient
vessels on the blockade.

Sir, I have made steam a study, and assert that I am a better judge
of the condition of engines and boilers under my eye than any engineer
can be hundreds of miles distant,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JHAS. S. Boaas,
Juptain, U, S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LER,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S. Navy, regarding the U. S. 8.
Shokokon.

U. 8. TLAGsHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., May 24, 1863,
Sir: The U. 8. 8. Shokokon arrived here this morning from New
York.
I have tho honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, Lig,
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Sceretary of the Navy, Washington, . C.

Report of Acting Master Gregory, U. S. Navy, commanding the U, S. S.
Western World, regarding the operations of that vessel.

U. 8. S. WESTERN WoRLD,
Newport News, Va., June 2, 1863,

Sir: 1 would most respectfully report that during the past wcek we
have not spoken any vessels.  While at Yorktown we were ordored by
Jnulten'mt(()mm(mdu J. H. Gillis, to convoy the steamer Swan up
the York Riverto West Point, [ Va.|, on the 24th of May, and that night
lights were seen on the point where the Swan had been fired upon the
day before. 1 was requested by the colonel in charge to proceed down
the river and shell the place, which we did, throwing 16 shell, and
returned in the morning. Since then we h.we been cruising 1n the
Mobjack and up the bay as far as the Piankatank River, guarding
the whole line as much as possible from York River to the south side
of the Piankatank River.

* * * *

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. B. GREGORY,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral SAMUEL P. LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading b‘quatb on, Newport News, Va.

* * *

Order of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Insign Liver-
more, U, S. Navy, reqarding the protection of troops to be landed on
Wilkinson’s Point, Neuse Liver.

U. S. S. HerZEL,
Off New Berne, N. C., May 24, 1863.

Sir: The army will land a force at Wilkinson’s Point to-morrow
morning about 7 o'clock. You will get underway with the Brinker
under your command on the receipt of this order.

Proceed down the river, and 1 wish you to inform the commanders of
the Ceres and Shawsheen that I want the Janding of the troops covered
by those two vessels.  The Shawsheen will remain oft Wilkinson’s Point,

occasionally cruising in that vicinity until relieved.
The Ceres and Brinker will return here as soon as the troops have

been landed.
Respectfully, ete.,
1. K. DAVENPORT.

Mr. JAVERMORE, ‘
Acting Ensign, Commanding U, 8. 8. Brinker,
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant MaceDiarmid, U. S, Navy, regard-
ing the capture of « schooner.

U. S. S, CERES,
Neuse River, May 25, 1863, Monday.
Sii: The schooner that I sent up with M, Hines I captured this
morning, as she had no papers to show that she (the schooner) was not
a lawful prize. 1 have sent her to you. 1 have reconnoitered the only
creck that was not visited before; found nothing. I will go down as
far as the light-house to-day, visiting both banks of the river.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOIN MACDIARMID,
Aeting Volunteer Licutenant, Commanding U, S. 8. Ceres.

Commander . K, DAVENPORT,
Senior Naval Officer in Sounds of North Carolina,

I’ S.—T will be out of coal by 10 a. m. to-morrow.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Captain Case, U, S.
Navy, enjoining vigilance in blockade duty. .

U. S. FLAGsOIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., May 26, 1863,

Sir: Commander Armstrong, in a letter received to-day, says that
the steamers which run into New Inlet make the coast about Rich
Inlet. It would be well to have a cruiser up the coast, Captain [IR. B. |
Forbes, in a letter also received to-day, thinks that it the Niphon could
cruise on an are about 30 miles out from the inlet she would be able to
pick up some ot the blockade breakers. IHHer commander seems to be
an energetic and active officer, and it you give him an opportunity to
carry out one or both of these plans I think he can capture some of
these blockade runners,

You must look out against a surprise {rom the enemy inside, who may
be collecting a torco there. No effort ot vigilance should be spared to
prevent the enemy from making a rendezvous at and then an attack
from “Wilmington.

Respecttully, yours,
S. P, Lie,
Actg. ear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Captain A. L. CASE,
Senior Officer off” Neiw Inlet, North Carolina,

Report of Commander Davenport, U. S. Navy, regurding assistance
rendered in the occupation of Wilkinsow’s Point, Neuse River.

U. S. 8. HerziL,
New Berne, May 26, 1863,

ADMIRAL: The recent depredations of the enemy in the vicinity of
Wilkinson’s Point rendered it necessary to take some action upon the
subject, and I conscquently sent three gunboats, the Ceres, Shawsheen,
and Brinker,with launches, ete., to make a reconnoissance there. They
entered the pl'lllblpdl creeks on both sides of the river and’ captured
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or destroyed a number of small schooners and boats of all deserip-
tions, but saw nothing of the enemy.

General Foster has now determined to occupy Wilkinson’s Point, and
a regiment left this place to-day for that purpose. The gunboats will
remain to cover the landing of these troops, and it will probably be
necessary to keep ono there to protect them, at least until they have
crected batteries suflicient for their own defense,

I beg leave to call your attention to *he fact that there is a large
number of small prize schooners and boats lying at anchor here, which
are of no use to us and which we have no means of sending north. I
recommend that 1 be allowed to sell them here, placing the proceeds to
the credit of the Government.

1 enclose herewith my ordnaunce return.

Respecttully, cte.,
H. K. DAVENPORT.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. . Lig,
Commanding North Atlantic Blm kading Squadron,

Report of Acting Master Gregory, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Western World, regarding boat expedition to Alilford Haven, May 27,
1865,

U. S. 5. WESTERN WORLD,
Piankatank River, Virginia, May 27, 1863,

S1R: Having learned from contrabands coming on boar« tlmt a canoce
had run the blockade the day previous from the eastern shore ot Vir-
ginia into Stutt’s Creek, Mathews County, Va., situated midway from
Piankatank River and the bay in Milford Haven, I dispatched two
boats at b o’clock a. m. to cateh them, and when the boats were about
to enter Stutt’s Creek two large sailboats were discovered coming
from seaward through the thoroughfare (the ship channel from seaward
in Milford Haven); gave chase, and the boats put into Stokes [Stock’s)
Creek (the first creck out of Milford Haven from the bay), and the
parties landed and made their way toward the woods; threw out our
pickets and discovered some of them; gave chase zmd captured two
prisoners—one named Ii. C. Everson, who stated that he was from
California, and L. J. Handy, who stated he was from Maryland and is
in the Quartermaster’s Department of the Southern Confederacy. It
was impossible to state the exact amount each had, but between them
the parties had $472 in Confederate paper, a sight draft for $600, paya-
ble at Baltimore, and dated at Richmond, Va,, Cand 8191.78 in specie.
We destroyed one of their boats and pl,u ed the goods in the other,
which we have now upon this vessel, consisting of three trunks of per-
sonal baggage and a box of millinery goods, which were found in the
chased boats. I turned the within-mentioned goods and prisoners over
to the U. 8. storeship Brandywine, as per your order.

Mr. Everson was very particular to state that he was a “Southern-
rights man,” and that he was sorry he had not shot my paymaster, and
that if he knew then what he does now he would have done so, and
also that they intended to fight us if we came, and would have done 50
had he not been surprised.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL B. GREGORY,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, i,
COomdg. North Atlantic Bloc!: ading g Squadron, Ilagship Minnesota.



46 NORTIY ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

Report of Acting Assistant Paymaster Husbands, U. 8. Navy, reqarding
boat expedition to Milford Haven, May 27, 1565,

U. 8. 8. WESTERN WORLD,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, June 6, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 27th ultimo Acting
Iinsign Ross,incharge of the first cutter,accompanied by myself, started
from the steamer at 5 o’clock a. m. to find, it possible, a large canoc
which had run into Stutt’s Crcek the day previous from across the
astern shore of Virginia,  We were about rounding Breeze Point, the
end separating the peninsula between Milford Haven and Stutt’s Creek,
Virginia, when we discovered two boats coming in from seaward, and
evidently in great haste. Yeimmediately gave chase; they soon turned
into Stokes [Stock’s] Creelt; we followed, and could see a number of
men, as well as three women, landing at the premises of Archb. tudgins,
in Stokes [Stock’s] Creck. We wero so near they were obliged to
leave tho contents of the boats in them, save a trunk they removed to a
wood pile, and tried to conceal it by piling wood upon it. Mr. RRoss
having placed the contents of the two boats in one, destroyed the other,
it being of little value. I discovered just then several men ranning
from one piece of woods to another about three-quarters ot amile distant,
and obtained permission ot Mr, Ross to try and secure them as prison-
ers, having Dbeen informed they were a portion ot the party who came
in the boats captured. I took two men with me and ran after them.
The two men and myself ran about three miles, when I discovered them
in an open space about halt a mile distant, evidently resting from their
long run. I crept cautiously through the woods until quite near, and,
seeing a larger force than I had, was inclined to give up my chase, but
thought I would try and capture something from them before I did so.
I gave instructions to the men to make as much noise as possible when
I should seize them, so as to give the idea that our force was larger
than theirs, or atleast aslarge. There were six in their party, and tell-
ing themen the three men they were to pick and fight, I jumped the fence
to secure the others, all of whom were armed with revolvers. In jump-
ing over 1 gave sundry orders to men that were apparently at hand, so
as 10 deceive my foes. I rushed up to the first man, seizing him by the
beard, stating [that] he was my prigsoner in the name of the United
States Government, at the same time drawing this man to a second,
who was just about to fire on me; I also arrested him, and immediately
drew fire on a third, who was aiming his piece at me. The men jumped
over, at which time the strangers fled, save the twe I had secured. 1
searched their persons and found on them 8472 in Confederate money,
8191.78 in specie, a sight draft payable in Baltimore for $500, a docu-
ment certifying that Ivert Ilverson was the name of one of the prison-
ers. Theother was named L. J. Handy, engaged in the Quartermaster’s
Department of the Southern Army. 1 returned to the boat with the
two men captured, and reported to Mr. Ross my proceedings, and, tak-
ing the boat in tow, we started for the ship. I, being very tired, fell
asleep, as I was up all the night previous assisting in taking the goods
from Bob Simmons, and did not awake until I got alongside., I immedi-
ately reported what I had done to you verbally.

I am, sir, very respcctfully, your obedient servant,
J. D. HusBANDS, Jr,,
Acting Assistant Paymaster.

Acting Master SAMUEL B, GREGORY, ‘
Commanding U. 8. 8. Western World, Piankatank Rivey, Virginia.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admival Lee, U, S, Navy, regarding operations in
Albemarie Sound,
U. S. I'LAGsu1r MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, Va., May 27, 1863.

SIR: A report* from Lieutenant-Commander Ilusser, dated May 6,
has information of recent naval operations in Albemarle Sound and its
tributary streams,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I'rench, who was sent with the White-
head to cruise about the eastern end of the sound to break up the
contraband trade there, under date of the 5Hth reported to Licutenant-
Commander IFlusser that on the 26th ultimo he captured a large two-
masted boat (without decks) containing some 500 pounds of' tobacco,
sailed and owned by a Mr, Sawyer, of Iidenton, who acknowledges
himself a rebel; he was bound to Nag’s Head after goods.

In the Alligator River he reports that he captured or destroyed sev-
eral boats which were engaged in illicit traffic, and seized on shore in
different places, pork, bacon, leather, tobacco, bags, lard, and tallow,
belonging to persons who, as Acting Volunteer Licutenant Ifrench
says, are directly engaged in supplying the rebel army, as the proot' is,
in my opinion, from perfectly reliable men., Their houses are said to
be used as depots for rebe! supplies.

The Valley City was sent up the Chowan River. Under date of the
4th, her commanding ofticer reported the capture or destruction of sev-
cral boats, the dispersion of rebel pickets, the capture of their arms.
He ascended as far as the State Jine. On his return, he sent Acting
Iinsign J. Cullaton on shore with an armed boat’s crew and burned the
grist mill of J. B, ITare, which, as he leairned from papers found on the
premises, was grinding corn for the rebel cavalry. While proceeding
down the river, the rebels opened fire on the Valley City. Acting
Iinsign John Cullaton received a serious, though not fatal, wound
through the groin by a ritle ball. The Valley City replied promptly
with musketry, shell, grape, and canister, killing and wounding, it is
supposcd, & number of the rebels.

Lieutenant-Commander IPlusser reports that lately, when at llert-
ford, on the Perquimans River, the rebels were all about gathering in
provisions for their army at Suffolk.

Ile landed at Hyman’s Irerry, on the Roanoke River, with soldiers and
sailors, captured a cavalry picket of four men, with their arms, in which
affair William Benson, of the Commodore Perry, was severely, though
not, dangerously, wounded by a rifle ball through the right shoulder,

Lieutenant-Commander Flusser has taken command of the U. S. S.
Miami,

1 beg to be informed what disposition should be made of property
seized as above, the special Treasury agent not having yet arrived in
any district in the neighborhood of the sounds to carry out the pro-
visions of the act approved March 12, 1863. Two thousand six hundred
and fifty-two pounds of the pork and bacon were turned over to the
(uartermaster, who gave a receipt for the same.

Should the quartermaster account for this to the Treasury agent
when he arrives?

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, LEE,
Actg. LRear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadiron,

Ton. GipEON WELLLS,
Secrctary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

* Not found.
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{Endorsement. |

If & purely naval ca )('lll'(), should be considered prize.
purely 1 1
W(ELLES].

Letter from the Seceretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Leey, U, S.
\avJ, transmitting information regarding legal maritime prize,
NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 28, 1863,
SIR: In answer to your No. 566, dated the 25th ll]StdI)t as to whatis
subject for naval capture or leg al maritime prize, what is to be seized
and adjudicated as prize, and what is to be turned over to the special
Treasury agent, cte., I transmit herewith a letter from Charles Eames,
es(., counsel for Potomac Flotilla, who was consulted by Commodore
Harwood on the same subject. DMr. Ilames was associated with the
Attorney-General and selected by that officer in arguing the important
prize cases before the Supreme Court, and has given the subject special
attention,
I am, respectfully, ete., GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. . LE¥,
Comdy. North Atlantic J>Iocl‘adz7u/ Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

[Enclosure.]
WASHINGTON, April 28, 1863.

CoMMODORE: After careful consideration ot the general prize law
and jurisdiction of the several acts of Congress bearing upon it in this
country, and especially of the acts approved July 13, 1861, May 20,
1862, and March 12, 1863, I am of opinion, and advise you—

That all commercial property aftected with enemy character is, when
saptured on land by exclusively naval forces, liable to condomnation
primarily as prize of' war;

That commercial property owned by persons having residence and
commercial domicil either in the loyal or disloyual States and actually
engaged in transit without license from our Government between such
loyal and disloyal States, or from the one section into the other, is, dur-
ing the war, always so affectex with enemy character, unless the same
be soin transit for the use of the United States military or naval forces,
or as permitted sutlers’ supplies, and in case any part of the said prop-
erty, though ostensibly destined to the Army or Navy use, be, in reality,
destined for general consumption in the enemy country, then, upon
proof of such intention, it is also, when captured on land in transit by
‘naval forces, exclusively, primarily liable to condemnation as prize of
war; but such property when transported by sutlers or others in viola-
tion ot the conditions of their permit, or without due authority, but
exclusively for the use of the United States military or naval forces,
and not for general use in the enemy country is, when so captured, not
liable to condemmation as prize of war, save when it is captmed in
violation of blockade, in which case it is primarily prize of war, being
in other cases subject only to forteiture under the statutes;

That when blockade is established and maintained by naval forces,
all unlicensed commercial property whatever, when captured by naval
forces exclusively, in transit on land, with nmnedmte destination and
purpose to violate such blockade, is always primarily prize of war.

I further advise you that in ull cases of' eapture of prize of war by
the naval forces under your command, it is proper for you, as the law
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now stands, to place all such captured property, together with the
regular proofs ef such capture, whether made on land or water, as soon
as possible, in the custody of the prize commissioners; and in all cases
of seizure on land or water by the forces under your command ot'pmp-
erty not of the quality known as contraband of war, and not prize
of war, but liable to forfeiture, then it is jour duty, under existing
laws, to turn the same over, m)t to the prize commissioner, but to a
(Iuly appointed agent of the ’1‘1 easury, empowered to receive thoe same,
it any such agent shall have been so appointed and empowered within
the limits of your command. L advise you that in all cases of capture
of prize of war on land by the naval forces under your command, it is
especially desirable that all the circumstances of such capture, and all
the facts tending to fix upon the property captured the quality of prize
of war, should be carefully set forth by aftidavit of the captors, and if
possible also under oath by the persons out of whose possession or
control the property is captured.

I do not intend to apply any of these observations to the caso of any
property not in trausit, abandoned, or left derelict, such property being,
as it appears to me, specially and e\clnhlvely provule(l for in tho act ot
March 12, 1863, save only when it is abandoned or left derelict in the
course ot' unlawful transit aftfecting it as above stated with the quality
of prize of war,

Should these observations conform to your own views, and in any
way influence your oflicial orders or proceedings hereafter, then I sug-
gest that it may be proper for you to transmit, unless you see some
objection to so doing, a copy of this letter {o the Secretary of the Navy.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
C. BAMES,
Counsel for Potomace I'lotilla.
Commodore 1TARWOOD,
Commandiny . \um/ Yard and Potomac Ilotilla.

. . . 4 . . .

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral 7/(*0, U. 8. Navy, transmitiing report of

Captain Case, U. S. Nuvy, wrging reinforcements for the immediate
occupation of Smith’s Island,

Confidential.] U. 8. F'LAGsIpr MINNESOTA,
Of) Newport News, V., May 28, 1863.

Sir: I enclose a copy of a report from Captain Case, da,tul 23d
instant and received to-day, which shows that General Foster will lose
12,000 men in a fortnight and that he will need 10,000 men and his
snoge artillery now atloat in South Carolina to en%ble him to occupy
Smith’s Island. 1 am informed on reliable authority that Geoneral
I'oster will have but 4,700 troops left when the number above mentioned
is discharged. 1t is certainly so very desirable to take advantage of
the present mild weather and occupy Smitl’s Island, that 1 venture
further to urge the importance of giving General I ostu' troops and
artillery to enable him to initiate the land part of the operations
designed for getting possession of the entrances to Cape Iear River.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedlelnt servant,
S, P iBE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squa(lmn.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. 0.
N W B—~—VOL 9-——4
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U. S, STEAM SLoor TrROQUOIS,
Of Beavjort, N, C., May 23, 1860,

Sir: Captain Boggs and myself went to New Berne day before yester-
day to have an interview with General IFoster in regard to the occupa-
tion of Smith’s Island. The general is desirous to move, but is unable
to do so for the want of men and guns. Some 12,000 men, he states,
will leave the department for the North in the next two or three weeks,
which will put him in a defensive position only. 1is siege train was
taken to South Carolina, and when last heard of was still afloat there;
had vot been Janded.  To occupy the island he would require, he says,
some 10,000 men and the guns from South Carolina, or a like number
from some other quarter. 1 trust that he may be able to obtain them,
The object is very important,  The enemy, Captain Boggs informs me,
have already commenced occupying the west end of the island, and
unless we can make a move speedily to dislodge them, they will have
it so fortified that there will be great difliculty in doing so after the
works are complete. The rebels work all the time and rapidly, 1
inferred from what the general said that hie would require some aid in
obtaining the men, and although he did not name any one, I thought it
was you from whom he expected the aid to come. I look upon the pos-
segsion of Smith'’s Island as of the utmost importance., With it we
certainly could control (partially) at least one entrance to Wilmington,
and, having that, could soon become masters of the other, Without it
the expense of keeping up the blockade will be immense as well as very
difficult.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. Luprow CAs,
Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, L,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Captain Boggs, U, S. Navy, regarding the inefliciency of the
blockade in vicwe of the absence of vessels for repairs.

U. S. 8. SAcrRAMENTO,
o Western Bar, Wilmington, N. C., May 28, 1863.

Sik: I have received a communication in your absence from Fleet
Captain Crosby, informing me that the Department by telegraph
directed the ordering of the steamer Dacotah to Hampton Roads for
temporary repairs,  Presuming that the Department was not aware at
the time of the fact of the Maratanza having been sent North on
report of survey for repairs, and that the Monticello is also reported by
survey (originals sent you) as absolutely necessary to be sent North in
the exercise of what 1 believe to be sound discretion, I have deter-
mined to retain the Dacotah until relieved or actually unable to move
under steam (bad as she is, she is still better than either of the others),
as when unable to steam it is possible for her to reach a Northern port
under sail.  While at Beaufort, all the repairs possible were made on
the Monticello, and I thought she would be able to hold out for two weeks
until your pleasure 2ould be known, but she is again disabled and has
to blow down to-day for repairs. The absence of these three vessels
will leave on the blockade oft' this bar the Sacramento, Chocura, Vic-
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toria, and steam tug Violet. The Sacramento must leave ab least
once in four weeks for coal; her absence would leave the blockade ofyf
this bar 8o weak as to invite a raid. 'The blockade vessels from their
very weakness would be captured orv driven cft, and then a bombastic
proclamation would be issued ¢ that the blockade was raised,” and you
well know what eflect this would have “over the water” and on our
own people,

The force now on either side of the shoal is far too small to make an
ellective blockade, as evident by the number of vessels that getin and
out during the night, but we see¢ none passing during the day.

Asg sonior officer oft this bar 1 think it my duty to lay the case
plainly before you. 1 believe every officer displays the utmost activity
and zeal in the performance of his duty, but we must not be expected
to perform impossibilities. The great strength of the forts prevents
our lying as close in as would be desirable. A few vessels constantly
cruising on the inner edge of the Gulf Stream would add to the efli-
ciency of the blockade, as there would be a chance of seeing the block-
ade runners after loaving port or before making the land.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
CiAas, S, Boaas,
Centain, U, S, Navy,

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. Len, U. 8. Navy,

Commanding North Atlantic Ilockading Squadron,

Report of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, of the withdrawal of the
military force sent to occupy Wilkinsonw’s Point, Neuse River,

' UL S, 8. HerzEL,
New Berne, N, C., May 29, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of two letters
from Commander Crosby, fleet captain, of the 1S8th instant, one of
which enclosed copies of letters, the originaly of which were received
at the hands of Acting Master’s Mate Wilkinson. Mr. W. arrived
safely, having made the last trip before the capturc of the steamers
Arrow and Fmily by the enemy. T do not think I sent any by that
route; if 8o, they were unimportant. I'havenoted the remarks with ref-
erence to the boiler for the Ceres, and will send her to you upon receiv-
ing orders to that effect. I hope to be able to keep her in running
order until that time. The Lockiwood is about as sadly out of repair
as the Ceres. -

In my letter of the 22d instant I informed you that General Foster
had sent a small force to Wilkinson’s Point with the view ot oceupying
it. To-day he withdrew it, finding the place not suitable. I shall
keep a gunboat cruising in the river to prevent a recurrence of such
disasters as those which happened to the schooners Se« Bird and
Mary Kliza,

Quite a large part of (reneral Ioster’s force will return home during
the next month, their time having expired, e ought to be largely
reinforced, .

I have the honor, cte.,
H. K. DAVENProRt,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, . Lxg,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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["Pelogram. ]
U. S, I'LAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, May 30, 1865—2:15 p. m.
Cooperate with General Keyes to cover a movement of troops when-
ever he shall desire it.
S. P, Lig,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander J. 1, GILLTS,
Commanding U. 5. S. Commodore Morris, Yorktown, Va.

Report of Licutenant-Commander (illis, U, 8. Navy, regarding assistance

2

cxtended in the evacuation of West Point, Va., May 31-June 1, 1863.

U. 8. GunpoAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
O Yorktown, Va., June 2, 1865,

S1r: In accordance with your instructions to render such assistance
to General Keyes as he might require in the movement of troops, and
at the general’s request on Sunday morning, 31st ultimo, I went up to
West Point, convoying some transports, and to assist in covering the
evacuation ot that place.

[ arrived about 4 o’clock and immediately stationed the vessels there,
tho Morse, Mystic, and Commodore Jones, in such positions as would
effoctually prevent anything like an attack, and the work of evacuation
commenced. Some eight or nine transports had arrived and each in
their turn was laden as quietly as possible and moved down the river.
By the morning of the 1st .of June one regiment ot infantry and onc
company of cavalry thrown out as pickets were all that were left of our
forces at West I’oint, and as soon as all the commissary and quarter-
master stores, tents, baggage, ete., were on board the transports, these
were called in and were immediately embarked, and at 6: 45 p. m, every-
thing belonging to the U. S. Government was safely on board of the
different vessels, and the flect stood down the river, the gunboats
occupying the advance and rear. Much to the surprise of every one,
the movement was unattended by any demounstration on the part of the
enemy, not a shot being fired.

The last of the fleet arrived here about 11 o’clock last night, and were
unloaded with so much dispateh that this morning a casual observer
would never notice that such a thing had occurred.

In addition to covering the operations, the gunboats assisted in the
transportation, the Morse taking on board a quantity of oats and hay,
which was placed around and served to protect her machinery; the
Commodore Jones and Mystic both brought down a large quantity of
ammunition in boxes. I await your instructions as to the disposition
to be made of the Morse and Mystic, and until I hear from you will kee)p
the Morse on blo-kade duty. T'he Mystic is so broken down that she
is perfectly unfit for cruising. 1 have made enquiries in regard to the
burning ot the buildings at Brick House Point by Captain Babceock and
will make a full report of the circumstances and send it down to-morrow.
From all I can learn, his action in the matter was perfectly justifiable,
if retaliatory measures are to be used.

My time has been so constantly occupied in assisting in the move-
ments for the last two days that I have been obliged to defer several
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reports, and being completely broken down now, for want of rest, must
be my excuse for the brevity of this.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. . Giuns,
Licutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, I, LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Acting Bear- Admiral Lee, 7. S, Navy, of the burning of the
U. S, tug Alert.

U. S. Fr.AGsuIr MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., June 2y 1865,

Sir: I regret to bo obliged to report to the Department the burning
and sinking ot the U7, S, tug .tlert while at the wharf at the Gosport
navy yard on Sanday p. m., the 31st of’ May.

I shall assemble & court of enquiry to investigate the matter, and
have asked Commodore Livingston, commandant of the yard, to have
the tug raised and repaired if practicable.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectiully, yours,
S. P, Ler,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

Report of Commander Davenport, U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition
of the vessels under his command.

U. 8. S. HE1ZEL,
O New Berne, N, C., May 31, 1563,

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to submit the following as the semi-
monthly report of the disposition of vessels in the sounds for term
ending at date:

May 19.—The Southfield left New Berne for Plymouth,

May 21,—The Granite proceeded to Ocracoke Inlet, North Carolina.

May 22.—The Underwriter arrived from P’lymouth. The Ceres and
Brinker started on reconnoissance down the river to Wilkinson’s Point.
Joined on the 24th by Shawsheen; on the 25th covered landing of
troops at that point.

May 26.~~The Ceres returned to New Berne,

May 27.—The Hetzel made reconnoissance down the river, returning

on the 28th,

May 29.—The Hunchbaclk left for Washington, N, C.

May 30.—The Delaware arrived from Washington.

May 31.~-The Hetzel, Delaware, Ceres, and Underwriter are lying oft
New Berne.

The Shawsheen and Brinker are cruising down the Neuse River.

The Louisiana, Commodore Hull, and Hunchback are at Washington,
N. C.

The Miami, Commodore Lerry, Southfield, Whitehead, and Valley City

aro in Albemarle Sound.
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The Granite is at Ocracoke Inlet and the Lockwood is at Tatteras.
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
1. K. DAvVENPORT,

Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North (/((wlz)m.

Aeting Rear-Admiral S, P, L, .
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Commander Davenporty, U.S. Navy, of « conference acith Major-
(eneral Foster, U. S, Army, reqgarding removal of obstructions,

U. S, S. HB17EL,
New Berne, May 31, 1863

ADMIRAL: In nc(:or(lnn(:e with the desire expressed in your letter of
the 25th instant, I called upon General Foster and had a long inter-
view with him u]mn the subject of removing the obstructions in the
various rivers in North Carolina. 1 had directed Commander Renshaw
to remove those in the PPamlico River, which has been done.  There are
a number of sunken vessels herey and the general thinks with me that
it would be the better plan to ask the special agent of the Treasury
Department to regard them as abandoned property, and to contract
with a “wrecking man” here to remove them 1pon the terms indicated
in my letter to you of September 22, 1862, If this can not be done, 1
should like anthority to make such contracts as may be advisable to
attain this object.

1 embrace this occasion to thank you for your approval of the course
pursued by me during the siege of Washington,

The necessary repairs (except boilers) upon the vessels in the sounds
could be done here “to a suflicient extent to enable them to perform
service until they can be spared to be sent north for repairs,” provided
I shall be supplied with plank, oakwm, nails, tacks, ete., for all of
which | have sent requisitions.

1 have the honor, ete.,
H. K. D[AVENPORT].
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lin,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S. Navy, giving the stations of
vessels of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
U. S, FLAGSHIP? MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., June 1, 1863,
Sir: The following is the present position of the vessels of the
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

Vessel. ! Station. Remarks.
Minnesota................... l O Nowport Nows cooooveiini, Tronclad.
{th'h ...................... ERRES O Do.
ANZUINON o ove i o O v Do.

Westorn Worldeeeaoo ... ... O e Temporarily from Chesa-
e . brako Ray

Lilac oo O oo T'ug,

Cohagset.......coooeo il foeenn QO o Do.

Young Amerfea. ...... ... I :}o ................................... Tug on Pl( skot.
..... O teriiiiiiieiiiieieet s caneeeen.....| Dispatch boat.

Mouut Washington....... ..
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Yessel, l Station, Remarks.

Young Rover................ ITampton Roads........ ... ... einara ship.
Brandywino ... do Storeship.
Charles Phelps oo L. do Do,

Iunn.m ....................... e do Ovdnance vessel,
Ben Morgan do Do.

Houghton .. .do Do.
Shokokon..... do U'nder orders  for ontor

blockade.
Commaodore Morris . ......... York River and Chesapeako.............. Temporarily,
CommodoreJones............0.... QO v e e Do,
Crusador . ... ool
Mystie....ooooo il
Sainuol Rotan Schooner.
Wyandotto ... ¢ Guard ship,
ZOMAVO oo . 'Lug, repairing.
Alert oo Tug.
Stepping Stones ............. Nansemond River ..o, Guard ship.
Hetzel oo oo oo ieeeeneon. Soundg ot North Carolina (position ac- | New Berne, N, €.
cording toreport ot May 15).

IIunchbaeck.........ooooo oLl AO e e Do.
Shawsheen ..o, Do.
L A S Do,
Brinkor....ooooen oo Do.

Sounthfield . ... ... Do.

Hattorns Inlet,

Lockwood .

Granito.... Ocracoko Inlet,

Washington, N. .

Loudsiana
Compiodore Hull....oooo oL i Do.
T2 KN TE o S P Do.
Miami ..ol Plymouth, N. C.
Commodoro Porry ........... Do.
Underwriter.... ... ... Do.
Whitchead «........... ..o, Cruising in Albomarloe
Sound.
Valloy City ......coeeeei it A0 Cruiging in Chowan River.
William B.ulg(- ............. Beautort, N.C ....... ... ...l Storeship.
Arlotta ...l leeunn O e Ordnance vessel.
broquois. ...l l Off New Inlet, \Vllmmgton .............
Stiato of Georgin. ... 0
O T 11
Penobseot oo Ll
Mount Vernon............... ...,
Niphon..........
Brig.

Perry....

Sacrament
Ordered to Norfolk,

Dacotah .................
Monticello.................

Choewra oo,

Vietoria .oov vl

Violeb oo Tug.

Matthew Vassar. ... 0, Schoonor,

William Bacon ........... Do.

Maratanza. ...l Repairing.
Conunodoro Barney..........0L ... 1 Do,

General Puatname. ..ol do About finished.
Davlight.............o o Dispateh boat.
Seymonr......o.oo Do. N
Philadelphia............co.coo.... Dao.
Cambridgo................. Boston........oooooo oL Repairing.
Gulena............. ... Philadelphia. ... il Tronclad, repairing.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respecttully, wurs
S T
JBE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic ,Blocka(lm{/ Squadron,

lon. GIDEON WELLES,
Sceretary of the Navy,

Washington, D, (.

. S.—Since writing the above the 1. S. S, General utnam has

arr 1ved oft Newport News.
S. P, Le,

Aeting Rear-Admiral.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, regarding coal sapply
Jor forcign men-of-war, '

U, S, FrAGsHIP MINNESOTA,
Oy Newport News, Va., June 1, 1863,

Sir: 1T took advantage to-day of the opportunity supplied by the
visit, of Commander Thrupp, of H. B, M. S. Desperate, and referred to in
my No. 60t of this date, to inform him that 1 had been mstructed that
supplies could not be admitted within the blockade for foreign men-of-
war, but that, under those instructions, I could furnish enough coal to
any such vessel needing it to enable her to go to Annapolis for the pur-
pose of supplying her wants,

I told him that these instructions were given me on the 3d of Jan-
uary, in consequence of my having admitted a coal vessel for H. B. M. S,
Petrel; that the ofticer in charge, during my recent absence, had
admitted coal for 11, B. M. S. Rinaldo on the 19th ultimo, being igno-
rant of my orders on the subject. Commander Thrupp replied that he
was glad to be informed of these instructions, as it would prevent
inconvenicenee, but that he thought there could be no objection to an
English man-of-war coaling outside of the blockade ofl’ Charleston, and
that the case was the same here, I considered the two cases were not
gimilar. )

Commander Thrupp further stated that he had been in the habit of
obtaining coal from Colonel Thomas, quartermaster at Fort Monroe,
who would order more down in its stead. 1 have called General Dix’s
attention to this and informed him that supplies brought within the
blockade for the army and furnished to foreign men-of-war was a
violation of the instructions of the Navy Department for tho preserva-
tion of the blockade.

I will here mention that soon after receiving the Department’s order
of January 3, 1863, on this subject 1 called on General Dix and men-
tioned it to him,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S, P Lek,
Actg. Rear-Admival, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon., GinroN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Licutenant Harris, U. S. Navy, to transfer his command in the Nanse-
mond River.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., June 2, 1863.
Sir: On being relieved by the U. S, 8. General Putnam, you will
transfer to her commanding officer, Acting Master Hotchkiss, the
originals or copies of all orders and papers relating to the conduct of
the Dblockade and general affairs in the Nansemond River, and give
him such information as will enable him to carry on the duties there
without embarrassment; you will then proceed here with the Stepping

Stones and report to me,

Respectfully, yours,
S, P, I/EE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant I, A, IIARRIS,
Comdy. U. S. 8. Stepping Stones, Nanscmond River, Virginia.
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Letter from Major-General Div, U, 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding Army control of trade with Norfolk,

HopqQrs., DEPT. 0F VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY UORP&,
Irort Monroe, June 2, 1806;

ADMIRAL: When I received your letter of the 23d of April, advxsmg
me that you considered the President’s proclamation of the 31st March
as superseding his order of the 11th of November last, I had no infor-
mation on the subject to warrant me in giving it a ddimte answer. [
have recently, and in several instances, secn letters from the Treasury
Departinent informing individuals, in reply to enquiries made by them,
that the whole matter ot trade with Norfolk was still under my control
by virtue of the order referred to. I would respecttully suggest, under
these circumstances, that you ascertain from the President himself,
through the Navy Department, whether the order is in force, unless
you are satisfied with the view taken by the Treasury Department,
which is constantly granting permits on my certificate as heretofore,

1 have the honor Lo be, very lupccﬂnlly, your obedient servant,
Jounn A. Dix,

Majer-General,

Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, _
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadion,

Report of Captain Cuse, U. 8. Navy, regarding the opening of « new
Confederate battery near Fort Fisher,

U. S. STEAM SLoor IROQUOIS,
OfF New Inlet, North Carolina, June 3, 1863,

SIr: 1 have to report that the rebels opened a new battery to-day a
few hundred yards north ot Fort Ifisher. The first intimation we had
of its being there was a trial of the range of its guns. The fact of the
battery being in line of view with some barracks and some other build-
ings prevented its recognition at an earlier date.

I send you a sketeh of the several batteries at IFederal Point, south
of and including Fort IFisher. The flagstatt’ on Fort Ifisher Dears per
compass N. 88° W., distant 44 iniles.

The slopes of the Monnd are now being sodded. A large gang of
men is at work on top daily preparing it, we think, for the guns.

Large gangs of men are also daily at work u]largmg Battery No. 5,
npparently preparing it for casemates.

Lieutenant-Commander De Haven reported, yesterday, seeing men
on Smith’s Island; he could not discover any work going on, but
thought they were watching the movements of the Penobscot.

The rebels have reoccupied the batteries near the head of the sound,
about 44 wiles N. by E. from Fort IFisher. They fire from them
frequently with the small Whitworth guns, but as yet without striking
any of the vessels. For along time no notice was taken of their firing,
but now it is returned, and I have given directions to fire at all signal
lights shown at night. They have at least one heavy gun in the main
battery, and move the lighter ones up and down the beach as required.
There appear to be small earthworks for their protection all along the
beach as far as Masonboro Inlet, I can see no change in the defenses
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at Zeek’s Island. The wvessels are never fired at from it, though

frequently within short rifle range.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LU])Low CASI,

Captain and Senior Officer Presend.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P’ L,
Commanding North All(m{u, Blockading Squadron,

[Enclogurs.)

New Inlet and defonses as viewed from position of U, S. S, Troquols,
June 2, 1863,

Zecks Jsland. New Flet, Sand Mound. Ballery. Ball. Batl, Batt.,  Balt.  FortFsher.
Mo.S. Nod. Nod. Moo  Nod. bearingN.88'Wdist-4lim,

View of IFort Iisher and the batteries at New Inlet, N, C., as seen
from station of U. S. gunboat Lcnobscot, near Smith’s Island.

Aewlnlet. Sand Mound.  Batty. Batty.  Bally. Batly.  Fort Fisher,

Unoflicial report of Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, 1. S. Navy, of expe-
dition in the Blackwater luwr

U, S. 5. MrAMr,
Llymouth, N, C., June 3, 1865,

My DpAr DAvEnNPor?T: 1 am on the doctor’s list, and ]mvo had
more sickness for the last two weeks than I have had before for several
mouths.

While I was abed I got Ifurniss to write to you about our search for
the two steamers captured in the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal.
e did not mention that he lost o lnunch while going down the sound;
the launch was old and of little value. While up the Blackwater, after
the Perry and Valley City grounded, I went up tp within a mile of South
Quay, where I was informed the enemy had a battery. I intended, had
the water not been so low, to push by this and leave the Valle_r/ City
there to prevent the rebs from obstructing the passage, but I did not
dare go by with the Whitehead alone, as the abutments of the bridge .
remain there yet, and one or two large trees lodged against them would
have eftectually barred our return. If the water had been higher, I
think we would have sunk or made the rebels burn the stea.mers.

I send down to-day, by the Mussasoit, Paymaster Anderson, who has
charge of several prisoners to be turned over to you. Gregory is a
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guerrilla and should be held on to; Miller is suspected of being one
also. Ihese two were caught with Kehoe at a notorious place of resort
for blockade runners on the south bank of the Chowan. Kehoe should
be detained at least until it can be ascertained whether he was com-
missioned at the time he murdered one of Dodge’s cavalry near
Iidenton. Send me the date of his commission and 1 will make enquiry
about the subject,

1 send you IFurniss’s report of operations in the Chowan. Woodward
and Ifrench are both there now. The articles mentioned in Furniss’s
report were sent down in the Underieriter.  Can’t you turn Kehoe and
Gregory over to General IFoster and get him to hold them? They
might conveniently be forgotten when once incarcerated. 1 send
receipts for coal to schoonus Fagle and Aquilla, also receipted bill of
lading of' former. No bill of lading was sent up for the Aquilla. The
captain had one which 1 signed for 103}%%4 tons; he should have
delivered 109 tons.

1 send receipts for some articles taken at Murfreesboro and turned
over to quartermaster. Will you enquire of Admiral Lee whether
ensigns are wardroom officers, and whether the proccedings of sum-
mary courts-martial are to be sent in, and to whom, or only the pun-
ishments mentioned on the bimensal returns? By the bye, I’ve seen
no printed forms for punishment returns. Adios. Remember me to
army and navy friends.

Yours, sincerely,
C. W, I'LUSSER.
Commander 1. K. DAVENPORT, etc.

P. S.—Important. Send up some old sails to make an awning for
the Whitehead, 'That iron over her deck makes it so warm below that
her men will all be sick it she has no awning:  1f no old sails, send
canvas,

Joint military and ndval expedition in the Mattapony. River, Virginiy,
June 3-5, 1863,

t

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Loo, U. 8, Navy, transmitting additional reports.

U. 8. FLAGsHIr MINNLSOTA,
Of Newport News, Vu., June 7, 1863.

Sir: The eunclosed report from Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Gillis,
commanding U. 8. 8. Commodore Morris, dated June 6, relates to a
joint (,xpedltlon of army and naval forces up the I W[lbttwpony River,

The main object of the expedition, according to Major-General Keyes,
was to destroy a foundry at a point on the Mattapony River, some ten
miles above Walkerton, where it was said ordnance matter was manu-
factured for the enemy.

With this purpose 400 infantry, on the morning of June 4, embarked
at Yorktown on board the U. 8. S, Commodore Morris, Lneutunut Com-
mander Gillis, the U. S. S, Commodore soner, Lieutenant-Commander
Mitchell, the army gunboat Smith Briggs, and the b msport Winnissimet,

The expedltlon proceeded to Walkerton, about 20 miles above West
Point, on the Mattapony River, where it arrived at 2 a. m. of the 5th.

Here the troops were landed and marched to Ayletts, where the
objects of the expedition were successtully accomplished and the foun-
dry, with all its machinery, togother with mills, grain, etc., destroyed.,
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The land forces also destroyed grain at other places and captured
horses, mules, and cattle, and at 5:350 p. m. reembarked,

The vigilant dispositions of Licutenant-Commander Gillis kept the
river below clear, and the rebels, attempting demonstrations at several
points on the banks, were dispersed by the gunboats,

The navy had no casualties,

[t seems likely that the entire success of the expedition was owing
to our evacuation of West Point only five days belore, thus precluding
the probability of any immediate movement in that direction and
throwing the enemy ofl” his guard.

The report of Licutenant-Commander Gillis is accompanied by that
of Licutenant-Commander Mitchell and a copy of the preliminary order
o1 Major-General Keyes.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LER,
Aety, Rear-Admiral, Comdy, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GiproN WELLES,
Secrelary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

[ Enclosuro.)

U. S. GuNBoAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
O Yorktown, Va., June 6, 1863.

Siie: On the morning of the 3d instant General E. D, Keyes informed
me that he had an expedition on foot for the purpose of striking
an effective blow at the enemy, and asked for my cooperation and
wished me to start at once, but the boiler of this vessel having com-
menced to leak very badly the day before I was obliged to repair it,
and by working all night, 1 was ready to render such assistance on the
following day as the general might require, and having informed him
of my readiness every preparation was at once made to make a raid as
far as Ayletts, on the Mattapony River, where there was known to be
@ large foundry which was used by the rebels for the parpose of cast-
ing guns, shot, shell, cte.  Information had also been roceived that
there were several factories, warehouses, and other publie buildings at
the place whicly it was desirable to destroy, and with this object in view
400 infantry, under the command ot Licutenant-Colonel C. Carroll
Tevis, of the Fourth Delaware Volunteers, were embarked on board
this vessel, the Commodore Jones, and the terryboat Winnissimet, and
at 8 p. m., with the army gunboat Smith Briggs in company, we started
up the York River, passing West Point at 10: 45 without noticing any-
thing that would indicate the presence of the enemy, and everything
passed off" quictly during our trip up to Walkerton, where wo arrived
ab 2 oclock a, m. The troops were landed with all expedition and
reached their destination (Ayletts) at 8 a.m. At that place they found
the information they previously received was correct in every particu.
lar, and the work of destruction was soon accomplished, An immense
amount o machinery of all kinds, and also a very large quantity of
flonr and grain, which was in a large flouring mill belonging to the
rebel Government, was soon rendered useless, Colonel Tevis then
started ou his way back, stopping at diflerent places to destroy grain,
capture horses, mules, and cattle, and did not get back te the landing
until 5:30 p. m. I proceeded to get everything on board at once, and
at 6 p.m. we were underway on our return,  Having received informa-
tion that the rebels were making preparations to obstruct the river at
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a place called Mantapike, I sont the Smith Driggs down at 2 p. m. to
keep the river clear and to remain at that place until my arrival.  Cap-
tain Leoe, of that vessel, reports that when he camo in sight of Manta-
pike there were about sixty or seventy rebels collected on the bluff and
on the bluft at Indian Town, but a few shells served to disperse them,
There arc many places alon;, the river where sharpshooters can be
advantageously posted, and advantago of them was taken by thoe rebels,
but by shelling ahead and on each side as we passed along thoy wero
kept offy and at only one place did they remain fo give us a shot, and I
am happy to state that, so far as the naval portion of the expedition
was concerned, everything passed oft in the most admirable manner and
without @ .‘»lll{.,lo castmltv for which I can not be too thankful, taking
into consideration the iut, that the whole country through wlnch we
passed had been aroused and the banks being lined with those who
would have been delighted in taking the lives of the invaders of their
soil.
The land forces were not as fortunate, 1 man being killed and 2
wounded, also 1 missing, so far as I have yet heard; but in considera
tion of the fact that Longstreet’s Corps was at or near Newton [New
Town],only 10 miles from Ayletts, and Pickett’s division at the White
House, 12 miles from where we landed, I think they were as fortunate
as could possibly be expected, and I can only account for the success
of tho raid by supposing that the enemy was under the impression that
our force was but the advance of a large body of troops. Skirmishing
by the rear guard of our troops was kept up until they got under cover
of the gunboats.

Two prisoners were taken, and two deserters were picked up on our
way down, We arrived at this place at 2 o’clock this morning, all
hands pretty well worn out by their two days and nights’ constant
work and watching.

I can not in justice to those under my command omit mentioning the
perfect coolness of every one, when at any moment a galling fire could
have been opened upon us from the blufts under which we had to pass.

The only fault I have to find with Captain Mitchell is his unnecessary
exposure of himself, Were ho a common seaman it would have been
highly commendable, but where so much depended on him it was reck-
lessness.  His management of his vessel and working of his battery
were in the highest manner commendable,

Tinclosed please find a veport of Licutenant-Commander Mitchell of
the amount of ammunition expended on board his vessel, and copy of
letter of Goneral Keyes,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. Giuoys,
Licutenant-Commander ¢nd Senior Officer off” Yorktown,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lun
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Subenclosures. ]

U. 8, 8, COMMODORY. JONES,
O Yorktown, Va., Junc 6, 1863,
Sir: The following is a list of ammunition exponded yesterday after-
noon in our passage batween Walkerton and Indian Town, Mattapony
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River: 23 rifle shell for 50-pounder rifte; 19 10-second shell, IN-inch;
12 5-second shell, IN-inch; 45 24-pounder howitzer shell.

I tako occasion to remark here that this was the first time our men
had been oxercised with powder since going into commission,  Most of
the men have been but three weeks on board, and many of them but
one week, and notwithstanding this everything moved as perfectly as |
could have oxpected after a year's exerciso.

In the hour and a quarter that we were shelling the works we fired
31 shell from the IX-inch gun, and during that time shitted pivots
from one quarter to the other four times.  Weo could have fived many
more had I considered it necessary.

The practice was excellent——as good if not beiter than any I ever saw,

[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joun (. MIUrcngLy,
Licutenant-Commander, U, S. Navy.

Licutenant-Commander J, H. GILLIS,
Commanding U. S. 8. Commodore Morris.

HBADQUARTERS IFOURTH ARMY CORPS,
OrricE or COMMANDING GENERAL,
Fort Yorktown, Va., June 4, 1863,

A combined expedition of land and naval forces will leave this place
at 6 o’clock this p. m, with the purpose of destroying a foundry at a
point on the Mattapony River, somo 10 miles above Walkerton.

The land force will consist of 400 infantry—100 each from the Ifourth
Delaware, One hundred and sixty-cighth New York, and One hundred
and sixty-ninth and One bundred and seventy-ninth Pennsylvania
Drafted Militia, assisted by three gunboats and a transport, under
Licutenant-Commander Gillis, U. 8. Navy.

The main purpose of the expedition is to destroy the foundry, wherce
it is said shot, shell, guns, and other instraments of rebellion are
manufactured. In addition to that, all collections of supplies for the
rebel army will be captured or destroyed.  Tlorses and mules fit for the
saddle and for draft, also sheep, cattle, and swine fit for slaughter, will
be captured as far ag practicable, It isstrictly forbidden, however, to
take anything or to destroy anything not useful to troops in the field.

As the expedition is intended to penetrate far within the enemy’s
lines, the infantry are expected fo set out with a determination to
achieve success at any cost.  Volunteers will be called for, to move af
thirty minutes’ notice, and the commanding ofticer will be designated
at the moment of departure.

The men will carry nothing but their overcoats, canteens, and car-
tridgoe boxes, with at least 50 rounds per man.

In, D, KEyns,
Major-General,

Licutenant-Colonel C. Carroll Tevis is the commanding officer of the

infantry, and will be obeyed accordingly.
K. D, Keyes,

Major-General,
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Abstract log of the U. S. 8. Commodoro Jonos, Lioutenant-Commander J. G. Mitchell, U. 8,
Navy, commanding.

May 1, 1863.—~Ship put in commission, navy yard, New York.

May 9.—CGot underway, passed Sandy Hook.,

May 11.—Anchored oft’ Old Point Comfort, Va.

June 3.—At 230 a,m, got underway and started for Yorktown, At
4 came to anchor off New Point Comfort.

June £.—A65:30 p. m. hove up anchor and went alongside the wharf
at Yorktown; took on board three companies of inlfantry; crossed over
to Gloucester Point and took in morve infantry. At 7:15 started up
river with a colored pilot.

June 5,—At 2:20 a. m, arrived at Walkerton, on the Mattapony, a
branch of the York River, Made fast alongside the wharf. Troops
immediately commenced disembarking, At 3: 50 all soldiers ashore.
AL 10 a. m, second cutter, in charge ot Acting I'nsign C. A, Homans,
went on shore, in company with the second cutter from the Commodore
Morris and o detachment of 25 infantry in charge of' captain of volun-
teers.  Durned a sawmill,  Was fired at from Woods across a pond by
rebel spy or picket, who was shot by one of the Morris’s men, when
all hands were ordered to return by captain of volunteers. At 2:30
p. m. the sz’{h Briggs went down to reconnoiter, shelling the river
G miles. At 4: Op m. the troops returned on board, having had a skir-
mish with mbol avalry, losing 1 man killed, 2 wounded, and 7 missing,
A large amount ot live stock was secured and some valuable property
burned. Immediately got underway and commenced shelling the river
banks; the Commodore Jones taking the lead, tho Commondore Morris,
towing the Winnissimet, keeping some 500 yards astern. At 6:30 dis-
covered cavalry, dm])pul a shell from the rifle Dahlgren, No. 1 pivot,
and unhorsed one.  I'hree more were unhorsed by the soldiers on board,
who kept up a continual volley of musketry during the intervals of
discharge from the ship’s guus, the Commodore Morris throwing shell
over our heads. Dropped shells into many deserted houses and com-
pletely scoured the banks, and sweeping all the points on the river.
IFrom 8 to 10 p. m., kept up the shelling with constant discharge of
shrapnel, doing much execution and destroying all the houses at which
signal lights wore shown; possing all those at which the white flag was
shown, Saw another body of cavalry, which dispersed. At 9 ceased
firing, men remaining at quarters, At 11:25 p, m. passed West Point
and sceured the batieries about 10 miles below that point.

June 6.——At 2 a.m, arvived at Yorktown, Landed troops and con-

trabands.  Anchored,

Instructions from the Socrotary of tho Navy to Acting Roar-Admiral Loo, U. S, Navy, legard~
ing capturos by thn Navy.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 9, 1863,

Sir: I received your No. 615, reporting the result of joint army and
naval expedition up the Mattapony, the capture of mules and corn for
the army, and asking whether it is proper for the Navy to make such
captures,

The act of March 12, 1863, does not. provide !~r the turning over of
such articles to the spu ial agent of the Treasuiy Department. The
first section excludes “any km(l or description (of property) which has
been used or which was intended to be used for waging or carrying on
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war against the United States, such as arms, ordnance, ships, steam-
hoats, ete., or other water craft, and the furniture, forage, military
supplies, or munitions of war.”
It appears therefore proper for the Navy to make such captures and
to use them if necessary.
T am, respectiully, ete.,
HIIDEON WERLLES,
Seerctary of Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral i3, P, Lu,
Comdg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort, Va.

Report of Acting Rear- Admival Lee, U, S. Navy, urging the need of addi-
tional vessels on the blockade.
U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
: Oy Newport News, Va., June 6, 1863.

Sir: The Department’s dispatch of June 3 was received yesterday.

The consular extracts therein enclosed have been printed, and,
together with the substance of the Department’s dispatch, will be
immediately communicated to commanding officers on the blockade ofl
Wilmington.

I enclose a copy of another letter from Captain Boggs, dated May 28,
respecting the bad condition of several of the vessels blockading ofl
Western Bar and in regard to the necessity of strengthening the
blockade of Wilmington,

The two entrances to Cape FFear River make the blockade of Wil
mington very diflicult, The vessels on one side can not support those
on the other, and each side, particularly the New Inlet side, requires a
large blockading force,

Two vessels like the New Tronsides arve required to protect this block-
ade against the enemy’s ironelads.

A relief of heavily armed wooden ships will be the next best provision.
Then swift and suitably armed steamers are needed to capture the
blockade runners, The fact that these last now go together adds to
the difliculty of capturing them, and requires additional strength for
this purpose.

The blockade requires more and better vessels and must eventually
fail without them, '

1 respecttully submit the action of Captain Boggs in the case of the
Dacotah, he determining, in the exercise of what he believes to be a
sound discretion and in view of the present emergency, to retain that
vessel on the blockade “until relieved or absolutely unable to move
under steam.”

I have directed him to pursue a similar course with regard to the
Monticello,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
8. P LR,
Aecty, Rear-Admiraly, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GinrxoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1), C.
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Orvder of dAeting Rear-Admival Leey U S, Navy, to Captains Boyys and
Case, U, S. Nuvy, regarding cirewlar isswed lo the British squadron,

U. S, FrAGsor MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Vo, June 6, 1563,

Sir: The Navy Department, under date of June 4, informs me that
the following circular memorandum has been issued to the British
squadron by Vice-Admiral Milne:

Her Majesty’s ships, whon approaching blockading squadrons, are to take every
care in steaming, regulating speed, ote., 8o ay to give no ground for the Fedoral
eruisers to suspect. that a deception is heing practiced on them.

Communicate this to the blockading vessels in your vicinity.

Respectfully, yours,
M. P L,
Acty., Rear-Admiral, Comdy. Novth Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Oaptain C. S, BoGas,

Senior Oflicer of) Wilmington | Western Bar|, N. (.
Captain A, .. CASE,

Senior Oficer off Wilmington [ New Inlet], N. (!,

'

Report of Captain Case, U, S. Navy, reqgarding the chase of a blockade
runner ofl” New Inlety; North Carolina.

. 8. STEAM SLooPr [ROQUOIS,
O New I'nlet, North Carolina, June 9, 18623,

SIR: 1 have the honor to report that at 10 p. m, yesterday a vessel
was seen passing this ship, steerving to the castward. A gun was
immediately fired at her and our cables slipped in pursuit. As we
seemed fo gain on her, she altered her course more to the northward,
and finally hauled divectly in for the land, and, getting soon under
cover of the woods, we lost sight of her, the night being dark.  Several
guns were fired at her to draw the attention of the Sholkokon, oft’ Top-
sail Inlef, and the other blockading vessels.  As tho Massachusetts,
which had supplied us with provisions in the early part of the evening,
was to leave at 11 p. m. with the intention of running to the end of the
shoals, to remain there until daylight, and I expected the ’enobscot
would be to the northward and eastward on her return from Beaufort,
I determined to run to the eastward with this ship, with the hope that
one of us would intercept the blockade runner,

AL 2:30 a. m. this day I met the Vietoria on her way from Beaufort,
to the Western Bar, and informed her commander of my object.

At daylight boarded the American schooner Necretary, of and from
Philadelphia, bound to Port Royal, 8. C.; with sutlers’ stores, but I
regret to say we saw no other vessel, and returned to our anchorage
here, reaching it at 10: 30 a, m,

L trust that one of' the other vessels may have been more successful.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
A. LubpLow CASE,
Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lex,
Commanding North Atluntic Blockading Squadron,

N W R—VOlL 9-—-b
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Leport of Licutenant-Commander Flusser, U, S, Navy, Oransmitting plan

of Confederate ironclad battery wunder construction in the Roanoke

River,

U, S. S, MrAami,
Plymouth, N. C., June S, 1563,

Sir: I enclose you a plan of the ironelad battery above here, on the
Roanoke,  The man who furnishes the plan says the battery will not
he finished this year, To-day L saw a man who says that two or three
days ago he saw heavy guns on the way from Weldon to the battery,
and to the boat which is to tow the battery, and he also says that they
are now plating both, and that they are nearly completed.  Which
tells the truth I am at a loss to say, but should rather trust the later
informant,

The battery is built of pine sills, 11 inches square, and i8 to be
plated with railroad iron. The steamer infended to tow her is 134 feet
long and 24 feet beam, with two screws.  The boat has six ports, two
on each sicie, and one on either end.  She carries a pivot gun forward
and another aft.  Bach gun works out of three ports. The hattery
arries two guns on cach of two opposite faces, and one on each of the
two remaining sides.  The boat is built on the plan ot the former Mer-
rimack.  The roof (slanting) of the battery and all parts exposed are
to be covered with 5 inches of pine, 5 inches of oak, and then plated
with railroad iron; so say the workmen.,  We are driving piles in the
river and preparing to receive them, | do not doubt we shall whip
them if” they venture down,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W, I'LUSSER,
Licutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LER,
Comdy, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Enclosure. |
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Order of deting Rear-Admirval Lee, U, S, Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Licutenant Hays, UV, 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Swnpler,

U. 8. FLAGsior MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va,, June 10, 1565,
Si: Proceed at once to Yorktown, Va., with the Swmpter under
your command, and report to Licutenant-Commander Gillis for duty.

Respectfully, yours,
» 5. P Lk,
Acty. Rear-Admival, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Licutenant Prrer HAvs,
Commander U. S. N, Sumpler.,

Order of dcting Rear-Admival Leey, U, S. Navy, to Captain Boggs, U. S.
Navy, (o send the U, N, S. Dacotah to Newport News when pnsszl;l(’

U. 5. FLAGsIIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, V., June 10, 1865,

Sie: The Navy Department, under date of June S, informs me that
the U. S. S, Montgomery has been ordered here from 13 oston to proceed
oft Wilmington with all possible dispatch and report to the senior
officer for duty. When, after her arrival, you think you can spare one
of the vessels from the blockade, you will send the Dacotah huo,, as
directed by the Department.

S, P L,

Respeetfully, yours,
Aety. Rear-Admirval, Comdg, North Atlantic Blockading ;Squa((mn.

Captain C. S. Bocddas,
Senior Oflicer of) Wilmington, N. (.

Report of Captain Case, U, S, Navy, veqarding the escape of” « blockade
runner into Wilmington, N, C.

U. 8. STEAM SLoor IrRoguols,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, June 10, 1863,

Sir: 1 have to report that a long, low, paddle-wheel steamer was
seen at 4: 15 this a. m. passing over the inner rip into the river, having
run the blockade inward during the night., She had two smokestacks
and two light masts, and wore the new rebel flag (white, with a red
union).

From her length and general appearance L suppose her to be either
the Cornubic or Robert 1. Lee.

She anchored in the 5-fathom hole until £ p. m., and then went up
the river.

L am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LLunpLow CAsl,
Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LiE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
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Correspondence velative to joint demonstration in the Chickaliominyg River,
June 10-135, (8675,

Roport of Lieutonant-Commander Gillis, U. S. Navy.

U5, GUNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
O Yorktown, Va. June 9, 1863,

Sir: General Dix has issued orders to General Keyes of such a
nat .re as to interfere with his plans for the movement I mentioned i
my No, .

General Gordon's division is moving this morning in the divection of
Williamsburg.

It is reported that Wise is on the move, and it is apprehended that
he intends making o demonstration against \Vll]ldlll\l)lll‘“ and Ifort
Magruder. Ilis forees are estimated to he about 6,000 or 7,000; some
1'(*])01'ts put it as high as 15,000,

Two hattalions of inl':mtry were sent out from Fort Magruder yester-
day afternoon for the pnurpose of reconnoitering, but saw nothing,

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
Jo L Grnns,
Licutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, ', L,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Lettor from Major-Goneral Keyos, U. 8. Army, to Licutenant-Commander Gillis, U. S. Navy.

Seeret. | HiuAavQuArtERs Fourru Corrs,
Lort Magruder, Near Williamshurg, June 10, 1563,

Sir: 1 shall expeet you to be at the Jamestown Island wharf at mid-
night to-night with three gunboats and two transports.  As you pass,
send a boat into the King'’s Mill wharf, which is a mile or so below the
moutlh of College Creek and dirvectly opp(mto this place. 1 will have
a letter there for you and a party there on the lookout., Show lanterns
on the starboard side only till you get my note.  After that go as dark
as possible, as the enemy have lookouts on both sides of the viver above.
I shall send about 1,200 infantry, with two days’ vations, and 1 wish
them to land at ono or two points on the vight bank of the Chicka-
hominy, as you may think most prudent, and that they should march
briskly up the roads and make their presence known. I should like to
have them ashore on that side from early morning till near night, you
taking them on board before dark and Ianding them on the same James-
town Island wharf, where you will wait till you learn the bridge across
the stream to the nnunland has not been destroyed during your absence.
Should you not find my infantry at the whart on your way up, wait
there a short time and fhen steam up into the mouth of the Chicka-
hominy, rvemain some time after daylight, and i’ my men are not
there, return to Yorktown.,  Keep a good lookout for enemy’s vesscls
and examine the river closely.  If anything specified herein should not
oceur as foreseen, you must act in accordance with your own sound dis-
cretion,  Send me a note {rom King’s Mill whart stating what vessels
you have with you, ete.

I remain, respeetfully, your obedient servant, ‘
J D. KEvus,

Major-General.
Captain (s, U, S, Navy,
Commanding (funboats.
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[Lelogram. ]
WILLIAMSBURG, June 11, 1863,

The expedition up the peninsula has gone,  The movement up the
James River will go on to-day.  All is right. I return this evening.
Jonyn A, Dix,
Major-General.

Admiral S, P Lk,

Lottor from Acting Roar-Admiral Loo, U. S, Navy, to Major-Genoral Keyes, U, 8. Army.

U, S, 8. CoMMonory JoNBs,
OfF Jamestown Island Wharty June 11, 1863—3:15 p. .,

GENERAL: Major Hall has just come on board and informs me that
you are not near by, as 1 .snppo.svd you were when I wrote you an hour
since asking for an interview. At Swan’s Point, Jjust above, 1 have the
ironclads Sam/(mzou and Lehigh. The gunboat ﬂlm ris is with the Smith
DBrigys near the Chickahominy, where the latter, 1 fear, is aground. My
best pilot. informs me that the Chickahominy is only navigable a short
distance for light drafts carrying, say, 7 feet; that it is stumpy and very
dangerous for vessels.  We were all aground last night and I did not
get up with the Sanganion in tow ot tho Howunt Washington until 1 p.m,
to-day. We met the Morgan and Fupress below Hog Island going down,
sent by Licutenant-Commander Gillis.

Since seeing here your last note to Li(,uten(mt(‘onmmndcr Gillis,
saying you purposed carrying out your plans to-night, I sent the vessels,
except this (which is still here and will wait here until I hear from you),
back to the neighborhood of Morris Island Point: I wvasreturning with
the vessels to Newport News when your last note of this date was
received here; answered at 2:20 p.om. [ will very gladly aid you as
far as possible.  We will probably have to remain in this part of the
river to-night, owing to the darkness of the nights now and the difliculty
of the navigation. Though it I hear from you that you have (as Major
Iall intimates was, as he supposed, your intention) abandoned your
expedition, 1 may go down to-night; but not unless wo get tho Smith
Briggs ofl, if, as 1 fear is the case, .«}w iy aground on a falling tide.

If not (/ntlrdy convenient, to you to come here, let me know your
views, T will do all in my power to aid you.

Respectfully, yours,
S, P, Lk,
Acty. Rear-ddmiral Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Major-General Kuynis,

[ T'elogram.]

ForrrEss MoNRrOR, June 13, 1863.
General Keyes wishes to malke another movement up the Chicka-
hominy. Will you let your fleet go back to-night or to:morrow night,

or which night? '
JONN A. DIx,
Major-General,

Admiral 1.
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Yottor from Acting Rour-Admiral Leo, U. 8. Navy, to Major-Genoral Dix, U, 8. Army.

U. 5. Fr.AGsHiy MINNESOTA,
June 13, 1865-—-2:15 p. .
GrNBRAL: The ironclads could only make the proposed movemont by
daylight,  We only know the way into the mouth of the Chickahominy,
and there is only water in the entrance thereto for light-draft vessels,
Above, it Is reported dangerous from ¢ypress stumps.  Our gunboats
can not goin or out at or near low tide. Good pilots would be required,
and then if the enemy is there in foree, the condition would be the same
as on the Blackwater; a supporting army force would be needed in
some situations,  The late movement was of no moment whatever,
jefore any movements are attempted hereafter it is desirable that there
should be a full understanding of the whole matter between you and
myself.
I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours,

Confidential.]

S, P, LEE,
Aety. Rear-Admiraly, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Syuadron,

Major-General Dix,

(Sent by Captain Crosby in a double envelope (it was marked confi-
dential) in answer to General Dix’s dispateh in cipher.)

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Loe, U. S. Navy.

U. S, FLAGSITTP MINNESOTA,
O Newport News, V., June 16, 1863,

Str: On the 8th instant I received a communication from Tieutenant-
Commander Gillis, stating that General Keyes wanted the assistance
of the gunboats then at Yorktown, on James River, in connection with
an unexplained army movement which he (General K.) proposed to
make, I replied, assenting, but stated that the object of the move-
ment should be mentioned to me in order that I might make suitable
dispositions and give proper orders.

On the 9thinstant, at 11 p.m,, [ received a dispatch from Lieutenant-
Commander Gillis sayirg that the boats would be here any time after
4 p. m. of that day.

Next day, the 10th instant, I received o letter from Lieutenant-Com-
mander (illis saying that General ICeyes had given up the expedition,
larly that night, however, Lieutenant-Commander Gillis arrived here
from Yorktown with the Commodore Morris, Commodore Jones, the
army gunboat Smith Driggs, and two empty army transports, and
showed me an order to him, dated June 10, from (General Keyes, marked
seceret (a copy of which is enclosed), which had been sent to him from
one of these army transports since his arrival at Newport News and
which set forth the objects of the expedition.

Irregular and objectionable as this mode of proceeding was, I, unwill-
ing that the publie service should sustain any embarragsment, at once
ordered Licutenant-Commander Gillis to proceed up the James River
with the Commodore Jones and the ariny transports, and to endeavor
to meet the views of General Keyes.

The enemy having ironclads above, it was proper that I should move
our ironclads in order to protect the gunboats. Accordingly I started
immediately up the James River in the Morse, towing the Sangamon,
and with the picket tug Young America towing the Lehigh, 1t was a

Confidential.]



NORTII ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 71

dark night. The navigation of James River is very difficult av that
time—-in fact, impracticable then for ironclads.  The Morse, piloted by
one of our hest pilots, soon got aground, and the Sangamon, in tow,
fortunately, instead of running into her, only ran under her port wheel,
so crushing a part of it that it became necossary to send the Morse back
to the navy yard for repairs. The Lehigh also got ashore. Both of
theso ironelads were hauled ofl’ the next morning by an army tug, two
of our own tugs being broken down and a third recently burned and
sunk. During the night the Commodore Morris also grounded, and the
Commodore Jones, to avmd doing 80, was compelled to anchor,

In consequence of these delays, the gunboats and transports were
not able to make the connection at Jamestown Island with the troops,
as proposed by General Keyes in the enclosed.  The ironclads re: 1(,11(\(1
that point on the next day, the I1th instant, at. about noon., [ com-
municated that p. m. in writing and in person with General Keyes, and
tho next morning, the 126h instant, at daylight, a regiment of infantry

‘as embarked at the instance of (General Keyes and under the super-
vmlon of IFleet Captain Crosby, and taken a mile or twoup the Chicka-
hominy, where it was landed. Theregiment returned with a few horses
andcattleintime to be landed that night at Jamestown Island. The next,
morning, the 13th, I returned here with the ironclads and gnnboats.
On the afternoon of that day 1 received a confidential dispateh from
Major-General Dix, saying that Major-General Keyes wished to renew
the expedition with naval cooperation that night or the next, and ask-
ing if T would let the vessels return up the river. In reply I informed
him that the ironclads could only make the proposed movement by day-
light; that the navigation of the Chickahominy was dangerous even for
light-draft vessels, and that it the enemy was there in force our condi-
tion would be the same as lately in the Blackwater, and a supporting
army force would be necessary in some situations,

I took occasion to say that before any movements are attempted
requiring naval ccoperation hereafter, there should be a full under-
standing of- the wliole matter between lum and myself.

On the p.m. of the 1.4th Major-General Dix called on me and informed
me of his orders from Washington requiring other dispositions, and he
further said that he had very reluctantly consented to the movement 1
have herein narrated. The movement seemed to have no important
results, but, as far as the navy was concerned, afforded an opportunity
to move the ironelads and c¢lean their bottoms in the fresh water,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,
9. P, L,

Actq, Rear-Admival, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Scerelwry of the Navy, Washington City, 1. O,

Abstract log of tho U. 8. 8. Commodore Jones, June 19-12, 1863.

June 10, 1863.— At 9: 30 p. m., got underway in company with the Com-
modore Morris, transports Liapress and Thomas . Morgan.

June 11.—TProceeding up James River. At 6 a. m. stopped at King’s
[Mill] wharf. Rebels making (’onstanb signals on the left bank of the
river. At 9:30 fleet went over and shelled them out. At 10 started
up river again, shelling rebel signal stations as they came in view., At
3:45 p. m, made fast alongside Jamestown [Island| wharf, finding a body
of Union cavalry there.  Major-General Keyes and staft’ came on board,
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At cast off and eruised up the viver.  Monitors Leligh and Sangamon
arrived in tow of tugs about 2 p. m. At H: 30 steamed slowly down
river with Admiral Lee and suite and Major-General Keyes and staft

on board.

June 12.-—At 2 a. m. a Lawrge rebel five in sight burning up to this
hour; at 4 found it to he o wharl, At H:30 a. m. we got underway,
reecived orders from the admiral, and proceeded up the river. The
Mount Washington and Smith Briggs Joaded with troops. At 6 the
whole fleet underway, tugs and all.  The Swmith Briggs and Mount
Washington went up the Chickahominy and we lay to oft’ the mouth of
the river, 'T'he Thomas Morgan and Flepress came up with troops about
7 a. m, and proceeded up the Chickahominy River., At 5:45 p. m.
transports came out of the river. At 6:15 all weighed anchor and
went down the river but ourselves and the Swith Brigys, the Smith
Driggs remaining to take horses on board. The woods on fire up the
James River making much smoke and the wharf burning furiously.
Proceeded down the river and at 9: 30 came to anchor ofl” Jamestown

[Island| whart.

Abstract log ol the U. 8. 8. Commodore Morris, June 9-11, 1863,

June 9y 1863, —=A6 10:30 a, m. large bodies of troops commenced
marching on Williamsburg,

June 11.—At 1:30 a. m, proceeded up river to Jamestown Island
whart., At 6:30 other steamers joined us. At 7:30 left the whart;
saw a body of rebel cavalry on west shore of river.  [Fired two shells
from 30-pounder; vebels signaling from shore.  Proceeded on up river,
Fired a number of shell at rebel signal stations, At 10:30 arrived ofl
the mouth of the Chickahominy.,  Water too shoal, could not go up.
At 11:30 ironelad monitors came up.  Proceeded down the viver; fired

several shell to destroy signal station,

Lottor from the Sccrotary of the Navy to Acting Roar-Admiral Loo, U. 8. Navy.
NAVY DEPARTMERT, Junc 27, 1863,

Sir: Your confidential communication No. 663, of the 16th instant,
with enclosures, has been received.

Cooperation is requisite for a combined movement, and to have coop-
eration there must be confidence and a mutual understanding., The
officers of neither branch of the service commands the other. T think
this is stated in the order of the President settling relative rank, drawn
up by General Scott.,

Very respectfully, .
GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lii, U. 8, Navy,
Comdy. North dtlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

Roport of Brigadier-Gonoral Wise, C. 8. Army, of movements of tho onemy.
Wiy House, VA., Juie 11, 1863,
GENERAL: * * * The telegraph officer announces report of a
courier {rom Slatersville that the enemy was advancing up the Dias-



NORTIL ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 73

cund road, 8 miles from that place. ‘The commander of the Sandy
Point signal station reports gunboats advancing up James River and
shelling Swan Point.
#* #* * * * % *
HENRY A, Wisn,
Drigudier-General,
Major-General TLziy,
Commanding, ete,

Capture of Confederate steamer Calypso, June 11, 1863,

Roport of Commander Bankhoad, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8, Florida.

U. S. 8. FLORIDA,
O Wilmington Bar, June 11, 1863,

Sir: 1 beg leave to report that on the 116h of this month, AL 3. n.,
while at anchor some 6 miles from the squadron ofl' the Western Bar,
strange sail was discovered bearving S. by W, and barely visiblo hmn
the nmbthc wl.  General signal 1116 was made to the senior oflicer and
answered. 1 immediately ordered the vessel to be got underway and
started in pursuit. The strange sail, as soon as she perceived us,
altered her course and stood oft 5. by I8, the volumes of black smoke
giving evidence that she was a steamer. 1 used every exertion to
overtake her, and by crowding canvas during the squalls (that were
constant during the afternoon), and by burning slush in the furnaces,
I soon had the satisfaction of getting her within range of my rifled
gun. At the third shot, which fell very elose to him, he appeared to
stop, and showed a wln((' flag, having shown no flag of any description
previously. [ ccased fiving, and at 6 ranged up (losc to him and dis-
covered the people on board of lhier endeavoring, in great haste, to
leave her, two boats having previously shoved off with a numbu' of
pmsons m them, among them four females.  Suspecting that something

as wrong, 1 ordered Licutenant Greene and the chiet engineer /AO“-
101, to board her, keeping every one on hoard until the danger (ll there
was any) should be discovered.  Lieuntenant Greone carried out his
mstruetions and, having remained on board, sent word back by the
boat that the in.je(‘.tion pipes were cuf, engines badly broken, and water
coming in very fast.  The furnace doors were closed and salety valves
lashed down. The chief engineer, with one of the engineers of the
ship whom he forced to go below with him, immediately raised the
ralves and with shot p]uus, sent from this .slup, stopped the leak tem-
porarily. It was discovered that the ¢rew had broken into the cabin,
ansacked and pillaged the staterooms, strewing articles of clothing,
bottles, bedding, ete., in every direction.  Many of them were more or
less intoxicated. I ordered the first lieutenant, Mr. Greene, to send
(*vu'y onc out of the ship as soon as he was s atisficd that tho danger

ras over, setting our own men to pump the ship, which we soon huzd
h'mn A\ d.t()l

She proved to be the Confederate steamer Galypso, four days from
Nassau, bound to Wilmington, N. C., by way of’ New Inlet, No ship’s
papers were discovered on board and’ but one flag (Confederate, or
rebel) hidden away in a washstand. The captain, without hesitation,
acknowledged her to be a Confederate \'essel and stated his cargo to
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consist of liquors, medicines, drugs, and provisions, with probably
some articles for the rebel Government. Iinding that her engines
could not be made to work I took her in tow and brought her up to the
anchorago oft the Western Bar, Many private papers and memoranda
were found, all of which have been sealed up ready to be forwarded to
© the prize commissioners of the port to which she may be ordered. The
number of persons on board amounts to fifty, among whom were nine
passengers for various parts of the United States now in rebellion, 1
had them all assigned to messes, according to their positions and rat-
ing on board of the Calypse, and ordered rations to be issued for them
while they should remain on board. Some of the cargo was thrown
overboard; how much, it is impossible to state, as they had succeeded in
destroying or concealing all papers or cargo lists which could throw
any light upon the subject. Some iron plating for ironelads was thrown
overboard, and no doubt many smaller articles.

I'rom letters on board it would seem that a great depreciation of the
Confederate currency and bonds had taken place in Nassau, as bad
news was expected. T'he writer urged upon his correspondent “to get
rid of all his Oonfederate money and bonds at any price,” as it would
soon ‘“not be worth the paper it was written upon.” Freights had fallen
from £60 to £40 per ton, and many cargoes remained unsold in Wil-
mington and Charleston.

I have detailed Acting Ensign S. P, Crafts, Third Assistant Engineer
D. M. Lane, one fireman, and eight men trom the crew as a prize crew,
with orders to return as soon as possible and when tbeir services will
be no longer required.

1 have forwarded duplicate lists of prisoners taken on board of the
Calypso, respectively, to the Secretary of the Navy and to the U. S,
marshal of Philadelphia, with their nativity and position defined as
near as could be obtained. The prisoners have all been transferred to
the U. S. 8. Massachusetts, which steamer has been ordered to tow the
Calypso to Hampton RRoaas.

Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
J. P. BANKIIEAD,

Commander, U, 8. Navy.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy,

U. 8. FrAGsHip MINNESOTA,
O Newport News, Va., June 23, 1863.

S1ir: I have received the report of Commander Bankhead, dated June
14, relative to the capture, by the U, S. S. Florida on the 11th instant,
of the Confederate steamer Calypso (reported in my No. 667, of June 20).

Of the officers and crew of the Calypso, Thomas H. Greaves, first
mate, and R. Eldredge, second mate, are reported to be natives and
citizens of New York, John O, Beauman, passenger, born in Wilming-
ton and a citizen of North Carolina, is suspected ot being an agent of
the rebel Government. I enclose a copy of a certificate (June 13) fromn
pilot F. W. Savage, of the Monticello, to that eftect.

I would respectfully represent that the commanding officer of the
supply steamer Massachusetts did not report to me on his way up,
according to his general orders.
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Commander Bankhead informs me that Acting Volunteor Licutenant
West had been directed to stop at Hampton Roads with the Calypso in
tow,

I have thoe honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S, P, L,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIpEON WBLLLS,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

Letter from Acting Rear A(hmml Lee, U, S. N((UJ to Major-General
Dix, U. 8. Army, regarding army control of the Nm/olk trade.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., June 13, 1863.

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of June 2, on the supposed super-
seding of the President’s order of November 11, 1862, by the Presi-
dent’s proclamation of March 31, 1863, with respect to Norfolk trade,
I beg to inform you that accmdmg £0 your suggestion I referred the
matter to the Department on the 3d, and in reply under date of the 9th,
received this morning, I am instructed that the order of November 11,
1862, is not considered suspended.

I have instructed the guard vessels accordingly.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, ymIlrs,
P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading ¢ Squadion.

Major-General J. A. DIx, U. S. Army,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

Report of Captain Case, U. 8. Navy, of the reoccupation by the Confeder-
ates of three forts north of Fort Fisher.

U. S. STEAM SL0OOP IROQUOIS,
Beaufort, N. C., June 15, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the rebels have reoccupied
three of the five forts north of Ifort Fisher, from which they signalize
with the latter night and day, as well as fire at our vessels whenever
they are supposed to be in range.

They are situated as follows:
No. 3, about 1 mile from Fort Ifisher; No. 4, about 2 miles from Fort

Fisher; ’ No. b, about 44 miles from Fort Fisher and neur the head of
Masonboro Sound. Nos. 1 and 2 are nearer Fort Fisher and have been
only lately discovered by us.

In my No. 176 I mention the rebels firing from a new battery., This
is No, 3, which another bearing shows to be farther north of IFort Fisher
than I then supposed. Including Zeek’s Island, there are now thirteen
forts in the vicinity of New Inlet.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. LupLow CASE,

Captain and Sentor Officer Present,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. I’. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantio Blockading Squadron.
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Leeport of Licutenant-Commander Babeock, U. S. Navy, of his assumption
of command in the York River.

U. 8. S. MORSE,
of Yorktown, Va., June 16, 1865,

Sik: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation dated the 15th instant,

After having been relieved of the guard duties at Ifortress Monroe
by Acting Master William Wright, 1 proceeded to this place and
relieved the U, 8. 8. Commodore Morris. The Crusader and Samuel
Rotan having been placed in my charge, the latter is at an anchor off
tha mouth of York River, the former is here, having just finished coal-
ing. I received orders from Licutenant- bonnnander Gillis to place an
olficer on board the Crusader to take charge; sent my executive officer,
Mr. Merry, acting ensign, who is a very good ofticer, but not knowmg
his abilities to take command of such a vessel and cruise with hoer, I
do not feel authorized to send her out until I hear from you.

[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES A, BAB(:OOK,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Rear-Admiral S, I’ LBE, )
Comdy, North Atla ntic Blockading Squadron, off Newport News.

[‘Pelegram.]

- U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., June 16, 1863—10:30 «. m.
Transfer your orders to the Morse and proceed to this place with the
Commodore Morris with all practical dispatch.
S. P. LEEg,

Acting Rear-Admiral.

Lieutonant-Commander GILLIS,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Commodore Morris, Yorktown, V.

Leport of Commander Bankhead, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Florida, of the capture by that vessel of the schooner Hattie.

_ U. 8. 8. FLORIDA,
Beaufort, N, C., June 21, 1863.

Sir: I begleave to report while on my way from the Western Bar off
Wilmington, N, C,, to this place (Frying Pan Shoals, North Carolina,
at the time bezmng S. W, by 8., distant 45 miles), at 6 a. m., I captured
the Confederate schooner Hattie, of and from Wilmmgton, N. C., bound
to Halifax, Nova Secotia.

The circumstances of her capture are as tollows: At 6 a. m. a
schooner was discovered standing to the northward, distant about 5
miles. I at once gave chase, zm(l upon coming up w1th her sent ¢ boat
on board in charge of an oflicer, with orders to examine her papers, and
if anything suspicious was dlswverul to send the captain and any
ship’s papers he might find on board this vessel. The boat shortly
returned, bringing a person (styling himself captain) with the ship’s
papers. Hcr papers were all regularly made out—register, manifest,
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clearance, bill of hea lthm—.md all signed by persons (professing to hold
authority so to do wider the so called Contederate Government) of the
port of Wilmington, N. C. She cleared from Wilmington on the 22d
of May last and only succeeded in getting out last night, the 20th
instant. Her register is endorsed with permission to proceed to sea
by William H. |C.] Whiting, major-genoral, commanding at Wilming-
ton, N. C,

[Her cargo is composed of cotton and naval stores, Ier erew con-
sists of seven persons, including the captain, five of them, as shown
by the shipping articles, being British subjeets; the remaining two,
Americans.

Her captain acknowledged that he was attempting to evade the block-
ade, and had as defense to urge that she was a Confederate vessel,
owned in the Confederate States, and the cargo also,

He reports the steamer Fugenic as having come out at the same time
as himself, and that the steamer Banshee was burned at the wharf at
Wilmington,

I have ordered the vessel to New York in charge of Acting Ensign
R. M. Wagstaft and six men, and have sent tho former captain north
in the vessel in case his testimony should be required. The remainder
of the crew I shall retain on board this ship until 1 receive orders from
the commanding officer of this station as to their future disposition.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. . BANKOEAD,

Commander, U. 8. Navy.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secrctuary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Master Phelon, U. S. Navy, of an cxpedition up DBy
) & Clon, ; ] or) Y
River and the capture of schooner Heniry Clay, Jwne 22, 1863,

U. S, S. SHAWSHEEN,
Of New Berne, N. C., July 8, 1863,
Sir: [ have the honor to report to you that oa the morning of June
22, by order of Acting Volunteer Licutenant William Ilye, command-
ing U. S. 8., Underwriter, I tock ou board as pilot Captain Carrow,
keeper of the Neuse River light-house, and proceeded up Bay River in
company with U. 8, S, Henry Brinker, Sent an armed boat up Spring
Creek and captured the schooner Henry Clay, owned by Mrs. Giles, of
New Berne, but at the time in charge of William Jones, of Spring
Creek. I then proceeded farther up and sent an armed boat up Dum-
bargon Creek and captured a small schooner containing 1 barrel tur-
pentine, owned by Mr. Griggs, of said creek; found no papers on
board of either schooner to show to whom they belongul I then pro-
ceeded back to the light-house and reccived orders from Captain Iflye
to give the schooners in charge of U. 8. S, Henry Brinker.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. PHELON,
. Acting Master, Commanding g

N

H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.
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Peport of Captain Case, U. S. Navy, transmitting information regarding
the escape of blockade runners off’ New Inlet, North Carolina,

U. S. 811AM SLoor TrRoQUOIS,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, June 22, 1863,

Sir: 1 have the honor to transmit herewith copics of roports of
Commander Armstrong and Acting Volunteer Lieuttnant Trathen of
the passage of blockade runners and trangactions during my absence
at Beaufort,

I'he schooner referved to, and which has been lying in the river three
weeks, waiting an opportunity to run out, was captured by the Florida
yesterday morning oft' the end of the shoals.

L am, very respecifnlly, your obedient servant,
A, LubpLow CASE,
Captain and Senior Oflicer Present,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, I’. LEE,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Enclosuro.]

U. 8. 8. STATE OF GEORGIA,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, June 22, 1863.

SIir: I have to report the entrance of a steamer on the morning of
the 14th. T'he night had been dark and thick with rain. At daylight
a steamer was secn passing the forts; she went up the river.

On the morning of the 17th, at 4 a. m., this ship being underway, a
side-wheel steamer, lead color, with two short masts or staffs, was seen
passing IFFort Fisher. We stood down toward the Mount Vernon on the
lower station and passed her to observe the steamer, and had turned
out when we were siruck by a Whitworth bolt of 120 pounds, § inches
in diameter, and of three calibers. It came in over the starboard
wheelhouse, passed through the hurricane deck about 4 feet from star-
board rail, splitting and splintering the carline, then struck the main
deck about 14 feet forward, abreast the main hateh, passed through
the double deck, split and carried away abouf, 24 feet of a carline, and
down, striking the berth deck 8 feet forward, splintering the deck and
starting a carline, The shot then rebounded and fell on the berth
deck. I regret to say that a landsman was severely and two petty
officers slightly wounded by the splinters.

I enclose a report from the acting assistant surgecn.

On the morning of the 18th a steamer was seen on shore at the Rip
and a schooner one-half mile to the eastward of her. The commanding
officer of the Mount Vernon reports that the steamer was seen coming
out, chased back across the Caroline Shoal, and that she got on shore.

The Mount Vernon was sent to try the range of her 100-pounder Par-
rott, but the shot fell short, while a gun from the Mound battery nearly
reached her. I enclose a report of the commanding officer of the Mount

Vernon,
The vessels were afloat during the day and were seen underway at

sunset, both moving up the river.,

On the 20th the schooner was seen ready to come out at dark, The
Mount Vernon and Penobscot moved close in and a picket boat from
this ship was placed outside of the bar channel. At 10 p.m.a steamer
passed the boat and a signal rocket was fired from her. This ship
slipped cable, the other vessels were underway, but except by the boat
the steamer was not seen. She came out the channel and passed along
the shoal to the westward. Nothing was seen of the schooner, but she

was goue in the morning.
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The steamer is believed to be the samo as the one seen on the 18th
answering her description,
The nights during your absence have been dark, and we have had
much bad weather, The absence of the moon, high water making
early in the evening and morning, have given the rebels great facilities
to elude the four steamers stationed oft this inlet. .
I enclose communications.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS., It ARMSTRONG.
Captain A. 1. Casg, U, 8. Navy,
Comdy. U. 8. 8. Iroquois and Senior Officer off New Inlet.

[Subonclosuro. |

U. S. S. MCUNT VERNON,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, June 18, 1863.

Sir: I have to report that yesterday [ discovered a side-wheel
steamer with two masts and two smokestacks lying in behind IFort
Fisher, apparently awaiting an opportunity to run the blockade. A
schooner, evidently having the same object in view, was also at anchor
just msule of the bar at New Inlet,

At 8 last evening I got underway and stond close in ito New Inlet
Bar, bringing Tort I'isher to bear about N. N. W., distant 14 miles.
I then hove to, to await the time of high water, intending to see if
either of these vesscls would attempt to run out. At 9 p. m, we dis-
covered a vessel coming out over New Inlet Bar and soon made it out
to be the steamer seen during the day. She appeared to be steering
S. 8. W. We immediately gave chase under a full head of steam, but
after a run of about ten minutes the steamer, apparently discovering
us, altered her course to N, W. 1 stood after her as long as the
depth of water would permit of my doing so, but she appeared to run
directly across the Caroline Shoal. I then stood oft and anchored in 6
fathoms of water for the night. I did not fire on the steamer for the
following reasons:

1. We were so close under the guns of the forts that the slightest
alarm would have drawn the fire of six different batteries upon us.

2. Because to bring my guns to bear on him I should have had to
give the ship a considerable sheer, thus enabling the chase to gain on
us considerably.

This morning the steamer was discovered ashore on the inside edge
of the Rip. She ran over the shoal in that place where it curves in,
something in the form of a horseshoe, thus confirming my opinion that
there was a passage across the Caroline Shoal through which steamers
could go.

The schooner is also ashore about one-half mile to the eastward of
the steamer, This morning I stood in to reconnoiter the position of
the steamer., Having run in as close as was prudent I fired a shot
at the steamer, which fell short one-half mile. This shot was returned
from the sand mound lately erected to the westward of Fort Fisher.
It fell short of us about 50 yards, and is the irst shot fired from that
battery.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ]
JAMES TRATHEN,

Acting Volunteer Iieutenant, Commanding.

Oommander J. F. ARMSTRONG, U. S, Navy,
Oomdy. U, 8. 8. State of Georgia, Senior Officer off New Inlet.
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Letter from the Seeretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admival Tee, U. 8.
Navy, transmitting information from the U. S, consul «t Nassaw, New
Providence.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 23, 1863.
Si: [ transmit herewith a copy of a dispateh, dated the 1st instant,
received by the Secretary of State from the U. 8. consul at Nassau,

The views and caleulations therein contained in reference to the busi-

ness of blockade running appear worthy of attention,

Very respectfully, cte., ‘ »
(1IDEON WELLES,

» , Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, I, Lir, '

Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

{Enclosure.}
A U. S. CONSULATE,
Nassauw, New Providence, June 1, 1863,

Sir: I beg leave to state, after careful enquiry into the business of
blockade running, that the opinion which I expressed in my dispatch
No. 23, that “blockade running since I have been here has been on the
whole unprofitable,” was founded in error. I therefore write to lay
before you such data and estimates as I have been able to collect, atter
careful enquiry and conference with intelligent persons here.

Since the 10th of March last steam vessels have made, or attempted

to make, voyages to the States in rebellion, viz: Wave Queen, Granite
City, Stoncwall Jackson, Victory, Flora, Beavregard, Emma, Ruby, St.
John, Margaret and Jessie, Fagle, Calypso, Oherokee (late Florida), Nic-
olai I, Gertrude, Douro, Georgiana, Antonica, Pet, DBritannia, Klla
and Amnnie, Oharleston, Banshee, Dolphin, Sirius, Orion, Norseman,
Minna—-28 in all.  Of these vessels the following have been lost and
destroyed or captured, to wit: Wave Queen, Granite City, Stonewall
Jackson, St. John, Hagle, Oherokee, Nicolai I, Gertrude, Douro, Geor-
gianna, Dolphin, Minna, and Norseman, or 13 of 28, Kight of the 13
were captured, 5 were driven on shore and destroyed or otherwise
wrecked. This proportion of loss seems too large to allow the business
to be profitable, but this view is deceptive. The number of successful
and unsuceessful voyages must be compared to make a sound conclu-
sion. .
Access can not be had to the custom-house record, and there is no
other certain means of ascertaining the number of voyages made by
theso 28 steamers since the 10th of March last. Careful enquiry, how-
ever, has satisfied me that the voyages will average two to cach steamer,
making 56 voyages, counting a trip to Dixie and back as avoyage. This
gives us one capture to 44 voyages, about. T'o arrive at the probable
profits of the business, I made an estimate in the case of the Klla and
Annie. She came into the business in April, has made two successful
voyages, and is now absent on the third venture.

Ono voyago ontward Cargo, BRY ..o voe i iiiais it ttaeee e e $100, 000
ONo VOYQEO OXPENKO, BLC. . - oottt it it it eiee it eaeaee ot cacnaeaaanas 16, 000
115, 000

She roturns with 1,300 hales of cotton, weighing an average of 400 ponnds.m_m-
per balo, equal to 45 cents per pound, or ... i iioi i, 234, 000
From which deduet the cost....o...ooo il 115, 000

Leaves profiteceeneenccaniiiinienaiiiiaan. N emveseaiiacesecsnacnan A
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Assume that sho makes tho average four voyages and is lost on the
fifth with her cairgo, the account would stand thus: Ifour voyages, profit
at $119,000 each, is 8476,000; deduct cost of steamer, 100,000, and
cargo, $100,000, equal £200,000, leaves as profit on four voyages, $276,000,
This estimato of profits is far less; it is not halt as great as the figures
made by those engaged in the business, Such profits are sure to com-
mand o large fleet of steamers to engage in the business. Notwithstand-
ing the number of steamers lost within the last cighty days, the number
engaged is as great as ever, and I do not expect to seo it reduced until
our blockade is made more eftective, or the cities of Charleston and IFort
Fisher (Wilmington) are taken.

Since my dispateh No. 23, there have arrived from Ingland and
entered upon the business the Orion, Sirius, Norseman, Gladiator, and
Warrior. The two last named have not yet sailed on the contraband
trade, but are preparing for it. We are now in the midst of’ moonlight
nights, and for the week past there has been less movement than ever
before since I have been here. The fall in the price of cotton materially
interferes with the margin of profits. The holders at Charleston are
slow to concede a corresponding reduction in price, which would be
from five to six times as much as the fall here, as transactions there are
at the standard of Confederate paper. The new wheat crop has come
in in the Confederate States, and the demand for breadstuff is not now
considerable. The number of persons in that unfortunate country who
have nothing to pay with (whatever may be their wants) is rapidly
increasing and proportionately reducing the demand for goods fur-
nished by blockade runners,

I beg leave to direct attention to another view of the subject. In
making the 56 voyages above referred to the “runners” have pasged
our blockading squadron, say, 42 times in less than ninety days. Our
squadron has captured and destroyed but 10 or 11, others having been
casually wrecked. Suppose a foreign power should allege that our
blockade is null and void for want of force or vigilance, would a reply
that our blockade had defeated or captured 1 in 10 or 12 of the ven-
tures satisfy the requirements of the law of blockade?

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient

servant, .
S. C. HAWLEY,

U. 8. Consul.

Hon. WiLLiAM H. SEWARD,
Sceretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Faxpedition wunder Commander Orosby, U. 8. Navy, in the York and
Pamunkey rivers, in cooperation with army forces, June 25-30,1863.

[Telegram.)
For1TRrRESs MONROE, June 22, 1863,
(Received at Newport News 12:30 p, m.)

Will you send up to Yorktown this evening two additional gunboats
of as light draft as possible? We shall move thence to-morrow morning

early.
JOHN A. Dix,

Major-General,

Admiral LEE,
Flagship Minnesota, Nerwport News.

N W R=-VOL 9——=8
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Les, U. 8. Navy, to Aoting Mastor Gregovy, U. 8. Navy, com-
: manding U. 8. 8. Westorn World.
U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., June 23, 1863—p, m.
Sir: Proceed with all practicable dispateh with the Western World
under your command, and deliver the accompanying dispatch to
Licutenant-Commander (rillis.

Respectfully, yours,
S, P, LER,

Acty. Bear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.,

Acting Master S. B, GREGORY,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Western World.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy.

Confidential.] U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., [June 25¢].

Sir: I have just received, by Lieutenant Lamson, from Lieutenant.
Commander Gillis, commanding the U. 8. 8, Qommodore Morris, and
now in York River, a memorandum, hastily written in pencil, from
which, and Lieutenant Lamson’s verbal report, it appears that Lieu-
tenant-Commander Gillis sent out a man to obtain information, who
has returned, reporting that there were no batteries on the Pamunkey;
that the Merrimack was just below Fort Darling; the Chickahominy was
launched last week; and that the Ladies’ Gunboat was to be launched
by the 4th of July. These three are all ironclads.

He further stated that all the forces lately in defense of Richmond
had left except about 4,000 men, most of whom were at Chatlin’s and
Drewry’s bluffs; that General Wise was in command at White House
and vicinity, from which place, as far as West Point, it is represented
two companies of the Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry are employed in
scouting; that he had seen a man just from Richmoud, the defenses of
which city had been left very weak, only a few guns being mounted on
the fortifications, 2 miles outside the city.

Yesterday morning, June 24, General Dix was to leave Yorktown for
the White House, on the Pamunkey, with about 5,000 troops. His sup-
plies are to bo landed at West Point. He wasalso to move 5,000 men,
under General Gordon, from Barhamsville, via Slaterville, to the White
iouxe, a distance of from 15 to 20 miles, I'leet-Captain Crosby, with
the Commodore Barney (Lieutenant Cushing, commanding), the Commo-
dore Morris (Lieutenant-Commander Gillis), the Morse (Lieutenant-
Commander Babcock), and the steamer Western World, which last is
also to serve as an army transport, is cooperating in the Pamunkey
with General Dix. :

General Dix told me on the 23d instant that if he had 10,000 more
men he thought he could go into Richmond without any difficulty., He
said he did not know what would come of his present movement. A
short time since the general informed me that he had 30,000 effective
men in this department. If General Dix had gone up James River, I
would have moved up with our two ironclads, I suppose the present
demonstrations would not admit the delay which an investment of Fort
Powhatan would require. 1 apprehend it will take sometime to repair
the carringe of the Sangamon’s XV-inch gun, I hope the Department
meditates increasing, as soon as practicable, the ironclad force here.
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The deep draft, the great size, focble steam power, and structure of
the Roanolke will not, allow her to act as a substitutoe for the active, less
vulnerable, and lighter draft monitors.

In view of tho casualties of the service, especially in action, I
respectfully suggest that in addition to the Roanoke two efficient moni-
tors be kept heve,

The Atlanta’s commander says his plans wore defeated and this iron-
clad lost by getting aground. e oxpected, favored by the Atlanta’s
speed, to ¢hooso his distance, and, with his Brooke rifles, whose projec-
tiles have groat penetrating power, to injure tho monitors whilst out of
reach of the greatest effect of their smoothbores.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
S. P, LEE,

Actg, Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GinkoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

Report of Commander Crosby, U. 8. Navy.

U. 8. 8. COMMODORE BARNEY,
Off White House, Pamunkey River, [June 25 186'3]

ADMIRAL: I arrived here at 7 p. m. to-day in the Oommodore Barney;
found Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, with the other three gunboats,
hore. The army gunboats Smith Briggs and Jesup are also in the
river and under my orders.

The enemy had just erected a fine carthwork, circular, near the rul
road bridge, with a turntable in it ready for mountnw a neavy pivot
gun 80 soon as it could be brought down; fortunato]y our forces
interrupted them od destroyed their work and the picket and men
left in haste on the arrival of our forces. I understand that they had
about 100 men here.

The railroad bridge across the Pamunkey River is in good repair.
Should it not be needed for army services, we will destroy it. I am
informed that the cars from Richmond were here yesterday afternoon.
I will look for General Dix to-morrow.

Two of the enemy’s scouts were captured to-day. They say they
knew we wore coming yesterday. I suppose they imagined so by our
having so many transports moving about at Yorktown. They are cer-
tainly aware of our movements now, as they have had sufficient time
to see our movements.

I arrived at Yorktown at 9:30 p. m. yesterday and called on General
Dix, but he had retired and I did not see him until this morning at
7:560 a. m,; after communicating with him came directly here.

We have about 100 tons of coal at Yorktown, and I think it advisable
to have about double the amount. Will you please have it sent up.

The army has not arrived yet, and I expect it will oceupy to-morrow
to get here, when possibly it will make a start on the following day.
The cavalry has already landed here and advanced.

Very respectfully, yours,
PEIROE UROSBY,

Fleet Captain,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Reoport of Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, U. 8, Navy.

U. 8. GUNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
White House, June 25, 1863,

Sir: I have but a single moment in which to inform you of the
complete snccess of the expedition up to this time. We arrived about
7 a. m., and found about 100 cavalry in possession, hut they left on our
approach. The Western World brought up nearly 300 cavalry and
they have all been landed. Wise's Legion is reported to be advancing,
but I do not anticipate much difliculty in repulsing him, it he does
attack, unless he is much stronger than has been reported. No infantry
has arrived yet, and we have not been able to hear from General Keyes,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. GILL1s,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Newport News, Va.
P’. S.—-Please send me some ammunition, if an opportunity offers.
We have not used any of any account, but may have need of a supply.
Respectfully,
J. H. GILLIS,

{Telogram.)
WaITE HOUSE, [VA.], June 27, 1863.

General Dix and forces are here now, All ready to move to-morrow.

Everything progresses well,
PEIROE CROSBY,

Fleet Captain.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding Blockading Squadron. .

Report of Cumnmander Crosby, U. 8. Navy,

U. 8. S. COMMODORE BARNEY,
Off White House, Pamunkey River, June 27, 1863.

ADMIRAL: Colonel Spears with his cavalry arrived this evening at
sundown, after a successtul raid. They captured General William H. I?,
Lee, Licutenant-Colonel Hargrove,7 captains, 2 lieutenants, 100 privates.
Destroyed the [Virginia] Central Railroad bridge over the South Anna,
captured 35 6-mule tecams and wagons, 150 mules in addition, and 75
to 100 horses, $20,000 Confederate bonds, all the property of the.rebel
(GGovernment, .

The rebels made a gallant defense, but all the party were captured.
Some 6 or 7 of the rebels were killed and as many as 10 or 15 wounded;
our troops lost 3 killed and 5 wounded. :

Genorzl Lee is a son of General Robert I.ee and owns the White
House plantation, :

I expect they will commence moving to-morrow. We have no other
news of importance. We hear nothing of rebels since our first arrival.

The rebels have been within the last two weeks erecting earthworks
to command the river., The Western World and Smith Briggs and
Jesup are kept moving up and down the Pamunkey River.
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I send down requisition for amunition for the Morse, which is an
extra allowance, 'The vessels are full of ammunition, and this amount
is all that can be stowed.

I wrote for coal in a former letter, and as we will possibly bo here
longer than 1 at first anticipated it would be better to have a vessel
holding not less than 200 tons to come to Yorktown,

I did not mention that a rebel master was captured among the pris-

oners, by name of Hudgins.
General Dix wishes me to present his compliments to you.

Respectfully, yours, »
Primror Crosny,

Ileet Captain,

Acting Rear-Admiral 8, P, L,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

N. B.—I send a copy of your letter to me, as you desired.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, transmitting detailed report of Commander
Crosby, U. 8. Navy.

U. S, FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,

. . OfF Newport News, Va., July 2, 1863,

SIirR: Enclosed herewith (A), under date of July 1, is a copy of the
report of Ileet Captain Crosby, regarding the movements of a naval
force, in the York and Pamunkey rivers, under his command, from the
evening of the 24th to the morning of the 30th ultimo, in cooperation
with the movements of the army under Major-General Dix.

I also enclose herewith (B) copies of my orders, issued June 22, 23,
and 24, to Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, of the Commodore Mon:s,

and to I‘leet Captain Orosby on the 24th.
I last night sent IFleet Captain Crosby back to the IPamunkey in the

Shokokon.

The naval force at present therefore in the Pamunkey River is com.
posed of the Shokokon, Commodore Morris, Western World, and General
Putnam,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navz/, Waslngton, D, C.

[Enclosure A.)

U. S, FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., July 1, 1863,

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 24th instant I left here on
the U. B, 8. Commodore Barney to take command of the United States
naval vessels in the York River and its tributariés, and cooperate with
the army under General Dix, giving all practicable assistance.

The naval vessels consisted of the Commodore Morris, Western World,
Morse, and Barney, the three former being in the York River, besides
two armed army vessels, the Smith Briggs and Jesup, which were put
under my orders by Major-General Dix,

On my arrival at York River at about 9:30 p. m. I found General
Dix there and communicated to him through his chief of staft, Colonel
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Van Buren, my instructions. The general was unwell, and having
retired I could not sce him next morning until 7:30 o. m,, when I
learned from him the particulars of the movement and whero ho would
want, the assistanco ot the gunboats, which he informed me would be
at West Poiut and the White IHouse landing.

At 8 a. m, wo stood up for the White House, arriving there at about
6:30 p. m.  We found it impossible to run fast, as our pilots had great.
difficulty in keeping the channel, which was very narrow in places, and
the vessels drawing 9 feet 6 inches.

I found Jieutenant-Commander J. I. Gillis, with the Commodore
Morris, Western World, Morse, and Smith Briggs, at the White House
landing, and the Jesup at West Point.

I found all quiet on the river; cavalry under Colonel Spear had
started on a scout.

I stationed the gunboats at White Ilouse, Lhe Jesup at West Point,
and daily sent two vessels to run from White House to West Point to
protect the army transports and examine the banks of the river to
discover signs of the enemy should they be near, but nothing could be
seen or heard of them,

The captain of the Western World reported three new earthworks on
the right bank of the Pamunkey, midway from West Point and White
House, which appeared to have been thrown up about two weeks pre-
vious to our going up the river, and that they were concealed from
view on the river, which fact I reported to General Dix, who said he
would have them leveled.

At the White House landing the enemy had an earthwork thrown
up in circular form, which had a branch from the railroad running into
it, and inside of the earthwork they had a heavy turntable, upon which
they intended running a car with heavy guns mounted upon it; with
this arrangement they could work their guns on a pivot, and if neceq
sary could retreat with the guns on the railroad to Rxchmond I was
informed that they had several such arrangements-between the White

House and Richmoud.
I sent some of our men on shore to destroy the turntable and tear up

the rails,

On the 26th General Dix arrived with a part of his force, under
General Getty’s command, which was brought up in the transports.

On the 27th Colonel Spem returned with his command, the particu-
lars of which I reported in a former communication; the same day
General Keyes arrived with his forces from Yorktown.

The army was busily employed when I left landing commissary and
quartermaster’s stores, repairing the railroad track where it needed it,
and getting the trains ready for marching.

They had landed a locomotive and cars, which were in running con-
dition.

When I left the White House we had in our army about 18,000 or
20,000 men and fourteen or fifteen batteries of artillery, and troops
from New Berne were arriving.

At 9 p. m. on the Z9th I received your orders to send the U, S.
steamers Commodore Barney and Morse to Washington and myself to
return to the flagship, which orders I issued with all dispatch and
informed General Dix of the fact.

The Barney left at 9:30 p. m, and the Morse at 11 p. m, for Wash-
ington, provided and prepared for immediate service, both with pilots,

ammunition, stores, ete.
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I took passage in the Jorse to Yorktown and from thero here in
army transports and arrived at 11 p, m. on the 30th instant,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Prircr CrosBy,
Lleet Captain,

Acting Roar-Admiral S, P. LER,
Commanding North Az‘lmzhc Blockading Squadron.

[Enclosure B.)

Confidential. | U. S. FrLAGsHir MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., June 22, 1863.

Sir: Proceed with the Commodore Morris under your command to
Yorktown this evening and communicate in the morning with General
Keyes.

The army proposes to make a movement of troops some time
to-morrow, perhaps early, from that point.

You will accompany the troop transports as far as may be practi-
cable, cover the landing, and render all assistance in your power to
promote the objects of the expedition.

Duly notify Lieutenant-Commander Babeock, of the Morse, to accom-
pany you and cooperate.

Respectfully, yours,
' S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral,

Lieutenant-Commander J, H. GILLIS,
U. 8. 8. Commodore Morris, off Newport News, Va.

Jonfidential.] U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., June 23, 1863,
Sir: I send the Western World to report to you. Major-General Dix
thinks he will be glad to avail himself of her services to transport cav-

alry from Yorktown,
Let her render this service if she is adapted to it, as I suppose her to

be, or such other service as she may best perforin to promote the objects

of ‘General Dix’s expedition.
Render General Dix all the assistance in your power to advance his

wishes and views.
Besides the Jommodore Morris and the Morse, I hope to-morrow to be

able to send the Commodore Barney to join you.

General Dix says he can procure you pilots.

Wishing you success, I am, yours, respectfully,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. H, GILLIS,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Commodore Morris.

P.S.—Write by an officer to Lieutenant-Commander [Dawson] Phenix
for any ammunition you may need.
S. I, LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral,
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U. 8. S. MINNESOTA,
Newport News, June 24, 1863,

Sir: My confidential order to you of the 23d instant, sent to you by
the Western World last evening, is hereby revoked.
Report to Fleet Captain Orosby, who will take charge of the expe-
dition, ~
Respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Lieutenant-Commander J, H, GILLIS,
Commodore Morris, Yorktown, Va.

—

Strictly confidential.] U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., June 24, 1863.

Sir: General Dix at first proposed to land 5,000 troops at West Point,
and asked for two gunboats to protect that position. e at the same
time intended to move 5,000 more troops from Barhamsville to the White
Housa. Last evening General Dix said he wished the gunboats to go
up to the White House, where I suppose he purposes to land.

He also asked for one gunboat to be left at West Point, He said ho
would furnish pilots for the gunboats.

I offered him the use of the Western World to transport some cav-
alry, as he said he was in want of transportation.

Proceea up the York River in the Commodore Barney and communi-
cate with General Dix, sealing and delivering to him the enclosed letter
after reading it.

You will cooperate with the troops, rendering in the exercise of your
sound discretion all practicable assistance to promote the public
interests.

The Commodore Morris, Ilorse, Commodore Barney, and Western
World are placed at your disposition.

Try and obtain good piiets,

When the expedition is over return here with the Commodore Morris,
the Commodore Barney, and the Western World.

Keep me advised as well as you may of what transpires.

Respectfully, yours, »
S, P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
I'leet Captain CrosBY, Minnesota.

Sinking of the U. 8. 8. Sumpter, June 24, 1853,
[Telegram.] ‘

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOT 4, June 24, 1863,

At about 12: 45 this morning, Smith’s Island light bearing W. N, W,
8 or 9 miles distant, Sumpter collided with transport steamer Qeneral
Meigs, in cousequence of which, at 1:15 a. m., Sumpter sank in sbout
7 fathoms of water., No lives lost; officers and men lost all their
effects. General Meigs reported uninjured. The officers and crew of
the Sumpter were kindly brought into the roads by Captamn Laverett,
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of the schooner Jamestown, bound from Washington to Boston. I ask
authority to issue to officers and men the necessary rations, clothing,

and money. I’aymasters saved nothing.
S. P. LEE,

‘ Acting Rear-Admiral.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8, Navy

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., June 25, 1863,

Sik: I regret to be called upon to forward the enclosed certified copy
of the report by Acting Volunteer-Lientenant Peter Hays, late com-
manding U, 8. S. Sumpter, of the circumstances connected with the loss
ot that vessel yesterday morning.

I shall order a board to investigate the matter.

I propose to distribute her officers and men in this squadron as soon
as the Department authorizes issues to them, and as soon as their
accounts are opened again, about which I am informed (although all
the paymasters’s books, papers, and funds are lost) there will be but
little difficulty when copies of their transfer accounts have been obtained
from the former paymaster of the Sumpier and Paymaster Marcy, of the
receiving ship at New York.

I havo telegraphed for them.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the A}afvy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—I enclose herewith Acting Assistant Paymaster Robinson’s
report of the loss of' his books, papers, ete.
S. P. LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral,

[Enclosures. ]

SCHOONER JAMESTOWN,
Hampton Roads, June 24, 1863,

Sir: I have to report that at half past 12 this morning, Smith’s
Island light bearing W. N, W,, distant about 8 miles, a -light was
reported, apparently a steamer’s. The officer of the deck, Acting
Insign Thomas W, Spencer, reported it to me, and asked if he should
run for it, I told him to run in her direction and try and ascertain
what she was. We approached her very slowly, going through the
water slowly. There was a heavy mist at the time and we were unable
to distinguish an object with any degree of accuracy beyond 200 yards.

The steamer showed one white light forward aud one aft and a red
light apparently amidships. Upon nearing her it was the intention of
the officer of the deck to pass astern of her, but being deceived by the
mist he found he had not room, and endeavored to bring our ship upon
a course parallel with hers, and in endeavoring to do so the vessels
collided, our bow striking her about the fore chains. The shock was a
very slight one, but the Sumpter being very rotton, even that slight
shock had the effect of wrenching the entire stem off her.
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The steamer dropped astern. I hailed but got no answeor, but imme.
diately after was hailed and asked to send a boat, which I did immedi-
atlely, supposing the steamer was sinking.

The boat returned immediately and reported the steamer to be the
General Meigs, from New York for Port Royal, and that she was unin-
jured. The officer reported that the captain of the Meigs asked if a
volunteer officor commanded the Sumpter, and being answered in the
affirmative, replied that he thought some secesh officers were on board
of her. She immediately resumed her course and was soon out of
sight. ,

I asked the engineer of the watch if the ship was making any water;
he replied she was not, I then went forward to see what damage was
done to our bow and sent the carpenter with an ofticer to sce if she
was making any water forward. They immediately reported an
immeonse body of water was rushing in forward. I went down mnyself
and was immediately convinced she could float but a short time, and
at once gave the order to abandon ship, as she had settled forward
some b feet. We laid by her five minutes and her bows were nearly
under, :

Made a sail close by and pulled for her; .she proved to be the schooner
Jamestown, from Washington, bound to Boston, Captain Laverett. I
told him the condition we were in and asked him to return with us to
Hampton Roads, with which he complied.

About twenty minutes after leaving the Sumpter she sunk in abont
7 fathoms of water, her inastheads only being out of water.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PETER HAYS,

Adcting Volunteer- Lieutenant,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantio Blockading Squadron.

——

U. 8. SHIP BRANDYWINE,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, June 25, 1863.

Sir: I have to report that in the loss of the U. 8. S, Sumpter noth-
ing in my department wasg saved. All my books aud accounts, the iron
chest containing $2,070, with & small amount of provisions, small
stores, and clothing, went down with the ship. Myself and the other
officers arrived yesterday and reported to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,
commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, on board U. 8. S.
Minnesota, who ordered us to report on board U. 8. ship Brandywine
for temporary accommodation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. ROBINSON,

Acting Assistant Paymaster, U. 8. Navy.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary af the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Patterson, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. James
Adger, of a collision between that vessel and an unknown steamer.
U. 8. S. JAMES ADGER,
At Sea, Lat. 38° 25' N., Long. 74° 40' W., June 24, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that about 2: 15 this morning, when
26 miles N, E. by E. of Cape Henry, gentle breeze from northward and
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eastward, and misty, the officer of the deck, Acting Ensign O. Moore,
reported to me a light in sight on our port bow. I sent him orders to
be careful and avoid running into vessels, A few moments after I
heard the bell ring to slow our engine and the steam whistle blown
twice, I immediately went on deck and saw a masthead and green
light a little forward off our port beam and a strange steamer so near
that a collision was inevitable. Our helm at this time was aport, and
had been so some time. The strange steamer must have ported her
helm immediately after I saw her, as her port bow struck and slued the
after gun (which was cast loose) ou our port quarter with slight dam-
ago to our upper works, but I regret to add that Quartermaster John
T. Simpson, at our wheel was seriously injured about the head by
splinters,

The strange steamer, I think, was a propeller. As we were struck
by her bow (her strongest pomt) and did not receive serious injury, and
she continued on after the collision without our hearing her steam
whistle or discovering any signals, I presumed she had not sustained
much damage, and not aware either, until too late, of all the facts attend-
ing the collision, I kept on my course,

I forward herewith a copy of a statement made to me by Acting
Eusign G, Moore, by which it appears that he followed the prescribed
rules for avoiding a collision under the circnumstances, while the strange
steamer disregarded them,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. H. PATTERSON,
Commander.
ITon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S.
Navy, revoking order to send all prizes to Boston.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1863.

SIr: The order of the 30th of March, 1863, to send all prize steamers
to Boston is revoked, and the previous ’instructions to send & fair pro-
portion of captured vessels to that port, will be considered in force.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort,

Order of the Séoretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8.
Navy, regarding strengthening the blockade.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1863,

SIR: Ifin your judgment the blockade of Wilmington is hkelv to be
jeopardized by an attack from within or without, you will add to the
force now there the steam frigate Minnesota. The Roanoke will soon be
in Hampton Roads.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.,

Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort,
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Reports of Acting Master Coffin, U. S. Navy, of an attack, June 25, 1863,
upon a reconnottering party from the U. 8. 8. Orusader, and retaliatory

measures employed,
: U, S. S, ORUSADER,

Off Yorktown, Va., June 26, 1863.

SIr: Having received information that a boat was being fitted out in
a small stream called Pepper Creek, near New Point Comfort, for the
purpose of preying on the commerce of Chesapeake Bay, I yesterday
went in with two boats to reconnoiter. While passing up the creek we
were fired on by a party concealed in the woods, and two of my men,
James Duffy (coxswain of the gig) and John Moran (seaman), were
slightly wounded. We at once landed and returned the fire, when the
enemy ran away. '

Having been wantonly fired at I deemed some retaliation necessary
and proper; so, landing at two points ’twixt New Point OComfort and
Iast River, I burned several houses and destroyed considerable grain,
etc. I enclose the surgeon’s report of the wounded men, and am,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RoLAND F. OOFFIN,

Acting Master, Commanding U. 8. S. Crusader.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE, :
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Newport News,

U, S. S. CRUSADER,
O Yorktown, July 8, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I was relieved from the
command of this steamer this afternoon by Acting Volunteer Lieuten-
ant Peter Hays, acting under your orders. He tells me that you wish
to know from me more full particulars of the destruction of property in
Mobjack Bay on the afternoon and evening of June 25, 1863, than was
mentioned in my dispatch to you of June 26, 1863,

The information upon which I acted I obtained from a man named
Morse, who represented himself as a good Union man, and believing it
fully within the scope of my instructions to prevent all illicit trading
by all means in my power, and taking into consideration the damage
which an armed boat might in a few hours effect in the commerce of
this bay, I deemed it my duty to look into the creek and ascertain if
the information was correct, and if possible capture the boat, I accord-
ingly sent Acting Ensign Albert Buhner with the first cutter, armed,
and followed myself with my gig. The creek was narrow and crooked,
and after proceeding some distance up the creek I myselt' went on
shore alone, giving orders to the gig’s crew to remain in the boat. I
made enquiry at several houses, but obtained no information of any
boat such as had been described by Mr. Morse. While returning I
heard shots (several volleys) on the opposite side of the creek, and at
once made haste to reach my boat. Arriving at the shore, I saw the
first cutter’s crew with Mr. Buhner on shore engaged with a party in
the woods and the gig’s crew about Janding. I ordered them to return
and take me over, which they did. Seeing that the enemy had retired,
and seeing my coxswain in the boat wounded by a rifle shot in the arm,
I ordered Mr. Buhner to return to his boat, which was effected in
good order. He informed me that he had one man wounded. We
pulled out, the gig following the cutter, with half the crew at the oars
and half with their rifles ready, but saw no more of the enemy. Arriv-
ing on board we attempted to shell the place, but the distance was too
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great for our battery. I then proceeded to a point where the depth of
water enabled me to approach nearer the shore, and after firing a few
shells sent in three boats, with orders to burn the houses and return as
quickly as possible. They burned three, one of them known to them to
be that of a noted rebel and blockade runner named Kerwan, and the
others supposed by them to be such. At the house first mentioned was
found a quantity of new dry goods and other stores, the quantity enough
to stock a small country store. As the party was ordered to use all the
expedition possible, and only to destroy and not to plunder, none of
the goods were captured. [ afterwards landed myself at a place still
farther up the bay, near the mouth of East River, with the gig and first
cutter, and then destroyed four more farms, with their outbuildings,
where there was considerable grain, bacon, etc.

My object in this destruction was to render the approach to shore by
any of our armed boats more safe for the purpose of reconnoissance if
necessary., I am aware that my proceedings conflict somewhat with
the orders received by Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, of June 17, but
at the time of giving me those orders he told me that emergencies
might arise other than contemplated by those orders, and in that event
I was to use my own judgment.. Deeming the wounding of my men an
outrage requiring prompt satisfaction, I so acted.

Trusting you may approve my conduct,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. F., COFFIN,

Acting Master.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off Newport News.

Letter from Commander Davenport, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General
Wessells, U. 8. Army, regarding withdrawal of vessels from Plymouth,

N. 0.
: U. 8. S, HETZEL,
Plymouth, N, C., June 26, 1863.

GENERAL: Will you be good enough to inform me whether in your
opinien the fortifications and earthworks erected for the defense of
Plymouth are such that the presence and assistance of the gunboats
can be dispensed with? '

I am desirous that the naval vessels should be permitted to cruise in
the sounds and perform their legitimate functions as an active police of
thre waters, if the defenses of this place are such as to admit of their
being withdrawn.

I have the honor to be, etc.,
: H, K., DAVENPORT,

Oommander and Senior Officer, ctc.

Brigadier-General H. W, WESSELLS,
Commanding Department of Albemarle, Plymouth, N. C.

Letter from Brigadier-General Wessells, U. 8. Army, to Commander Dav-
enport, U. 8. Navy, advising the continued presence of a naval force for
the defense of Plymouth, N, C.

DISTRIOT OF THE ALBEMARLE,
Plymouth, N, C., June 25 [261], 1863.
OAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of this date, asking my opinion as to the sufficiency of the
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earthworks in this vicinity for the defense of Plymouth, without the
assistance of the gunboats. So many contingencies are involved in
this enquiry that I can only reply that the presence of the gunboats
may not be necessary except under certain circumstances, If it is
desirable to hold the place at all, I consider that every available means
should be used, not only to render it secure, but such as will deter the
enemy from an attack. I see no reason for inviting him here by remov-
ing any serious obstacle to his success. The gunboats are a formidable
auxiliary to the defenses of the place, and being the most accessible
point within the district occupied by troops, I consider that the gun-
boats should remain habitually as they are. The river obstructions are
not completed, and an attack by water should, if possible, be met by
water., C

I do not by any means believe that the whole naval force should be
compelled to lie idle in the Roanoke. The heavy batteries of the Miam<
and Southfield would allow the Valley City, Commodore Perry, and W hite-
head to cruise throughout the sound and its tributaries for the suppres-
sion of contraband trade, and to perform the usual duties of ships of
war, This has been their usual practice under the active administra-
tion of Lieutenant-Commander I'lusser. I am of the opinion that it is
Jjudicious, and although the defenses may be alone sufficient, the pres-
ence of the gunboats is too’ important to be dispensed with.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. WESSELLS,

Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding.

Commander H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commanding Naval Forces, Sounds of North Carolina.

/
Letter from Captain Kennedy, Royal Navy,commanding H, B. M. 8. Chal-
lenger, to Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, making enquiry regard-
ing the passing of the blockade by British vessels.

H. B. M. 8. CHALLENGER,
Hampton Roads, June 26, 1863,

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that next Monday, 29th June,
being the anniversary of the coronation of her Most Gracious Majesty
Queen Victoria, the British ships of war in Hampton Roads will dress
with flags at 8 a. m. and fire a royal salute at noon. )

Will you kindly inform me whether the blockading ships have orders
to stop one of her Britanni¢c Majesty’s ships, should I think it necessary
to send one up to Washington, Annapolis, or Norfolk ¢

I think of going up to latter place immediately, if I can get permis-
sion of the commodore at Gosport dockyard, to make a new foreyard
for H. M, 8. Challenger, having found it badly sprung.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
J. KENNEDY,
Captain and Senior Officer.
Admiral LEE,
Oommanding U. 8. Squadron, Newport News,
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Captain Kennedy,
commanding H. B, M. 8. Challenger, regarding admission of forcign

men-of-war within the blockade.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., June 27, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 26th instant, and to inform you that this ship will hoist
the Iinglish flag and fire a national salute at noon Monday, 29th June,
in honor of the anniversary of the coronation of her Most Gracious
Majesty Queen Victoria.

Foreign men-of-war are admitted within the limits of the blockade.
There is, therefore, no objection to your sending one of her Britannic
Majesty’s ships to Washington, Annapolis, or Norfolk.

I have the honor to be, 8ir, very respecttully, yours,
S, P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Captain J. KENNEDY, Royal Navy,

Oommanding H. B. M, 8. Challenger,
Senior British Officer in Hampton Roads.

["Telegram.]
NAvY DEPARTMENT, [June £8, 1863].

If the Bermuda comes in first let her take the negroes to Portsmouth,
N. IL., and then return to Philadelpbia. Have the squadron ready for
work., Probably the Passaic will be also added to your force, and
some larger gunboats. You may have orders for work in a day or two.

You must not go south. \
GIbEON WELLES,

Secretary.
Rear-Admiral S. P. L.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1863,

Fitzhugh Lee captured a wagon train near Tennallytown, He had
about 300 cavalry. All your people came in to the judge’s and will
remain there. In addition to the Secretary’s order this evening, {
think you better send up the Aquia Creek boats you have, and if the
communication is cut between here and Baltimore, which is probable,
an attempt [will] be made to add to the panie by moving fieldpieces to
prominent points on the Potomac. 1n that event a couple more of gun-
boats ought to be here, as we have sent one from here to guard the
Havre de Grace ferry, and may have to send one into the Gunpowder

and one into Bush River to guard the bridges.
G. V. Fox.

Rear-Admiral S, F. LEE,
Newport News.

The Tacony’s career is ended by the capture of Lieutenant Read and
his party.
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[I'elegram.]
NAvVY DEPARTMENT, June 28, 1863,

Send the Shokokon to Aunapolis to communicate with the military
commandant, and there remain until further orders. Send the Dai
Ching to Washington. When the Roanoke arrives at Ilampton Roads

send the Lehigh to Washington.
GIDEON WELLES,

’ Secretary.
[Acting] Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Order of Commander Crosby, U. S. Navyy to Licutenant-Commander
Babecock and Licutenant Cushing, U. S. Navy, to report to the Depart-

ment for orders.

U. 8. S. OOMMODORE BARNEY,
Head of Pamunkey River, June 29, 1863—9 p. m.

Sir: In obedience to orders from Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
under date of June 29, 1863, received by me this p. m., you will pro-
ceed immediately to Washington City, D. C., with the Commodore Bar-
ney [and] Morse under your command, and report promptly to the

Department for orders.
PEIROE Crosny,

In charge of Naval Forces.
Lieutenant BABCOCK, :
Lieutenant CUSHING,

Ovder of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Mitchell, U. S. Navy, to prepare the U. S. 8. Commodore Jones

Jor service and proceed to Annapolis,

Confidential.] GosporT NAVY YARD, June 29, 1863—Noon.

Sir: Prepare the Commodore Jones for service with all practicable
dispatch, obtain a pilot, and proceed without delay to Annapolis,
where put yourself in communication with the military commander
there, and imimediately by telegraph and mail report your arrival to
the honorable Secretary of the Navy and remain there for further
orders. I have requested Commodore Livingston to atford you every
facility, and employ on the Jones every mechanic who can work on her,
80 that you may, I hope, get off to-night. Fleet Engineer Garvin says
the Jones can be got ready by noon to-morrow without difficulty.
With earnest effort I hope it may be done sooner. Spare no effort to
reach Annapolis with dispatch, Much depends on the efforts you

make.

Respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander J. G. M1TCHELL,
Oommanding U. 8. 8. Oommodore Jones, Norfolk Navy Yard.
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Letter from Commodore Dornin, U. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding threatened attack wpon the city of Balti-
more.

COMMANDANT'S OFFIOE,
Naval Station, Baltimore, June 29, 1863.

Sir: I have received your telegram about the Seymour, which would
have left here all complete by Thursday, but an immediate attack on
this city is threatened by the enemy, and General Schenck requested
the aid of all the war steamers here to protect points he designated, so
I have the Seymour, Daylight, and Penguin assigned to that duty,
which does not interfere with the work doing for them by the boiler-

makers and machinists,
I hope, however, in a few days to be able to send you down the

Seymour,
I send down Michael Riley (fireman)—left here by the Commodore

Barney—who came to my office of his own will and requested to be
sent down to rejoin his own vessel. I have sent him with a note to the

frigate Brandywine.
Paymaster’s Steward ’l‘homas I5. Morris, of the Commodore Barney,

to whom I had given transportation to Washington, thinking his ves-
sel was there, reported himself at the Department and was referred
back to me. I now send him down to you, directing him to report on

board the Brandywine.
I have reported to-the Secretary of the Navy the disposition I have

made of the steamers for the defense of this city.

I am, respectfully, your obedient gervant,
Tios. A. DORNIN,

Commo dorc.

Acting Rear-Admiral SAMUEL P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

['T'elegram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 30, 1863.
The Department does not wish to indicate the disposition of the
vessels, but has every confidence in the judgment of the admiral

commanding.
G1DEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admira! S. P, LEE,
Hampton Roads, Va.

Report of Qommander Davenport, U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition
of vessels of his command,
‘U, 8. 8. HETZEL,
Off New Berne, N. 0., June 30, 1863,
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to submit the following statement of

the disposition of the vessels in the sounds for term ending at date:
June 4,—The Hetzel left New Berne for Washington, Hatteras Inlet,

etc., returning on the 14th instant.
N W R—VOL 9—~—7
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June 20.—The Underwriter joined the Shaiwsheen and Brinker off
Wilkinson’s Point, Neuse River,
June 23.—The Iletzel left New Berne for Plymouth, having Fleet

Surgeon Wood on board.
- June 29,—The Hetzel arrived at New Berne. The Whitehcad arrived
from Plymouth for stores, coal, ete,

June 30.—The Whitehead left for Plymouth. The Commodore Perry
arrived at New Berne from Plymouth for stores, coal, and slight repairs
to her decks.” The Hetzel, Delaware, Ceres, and Commodore Perry are
at New Berne. The Sha:wsheen, Brinker, and Underwriter are cruising
down the Neuse River in the vicinity of Wilkinson’s Point.

The Louisiana, Hunchback, and Commodore Hull are at Washing-
ton, N. C.

The Miami, Valley City, Southfield, and Whitehead are in the upper
sounds. The Commodore Perry will return as soon as possible.

The Lockwood is at Iatteras and the Granite is at Ocracoke Inlet.

I have the honor to be, etc.
H. K. DAVENPORT.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,
~Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S.
Navy, regarding the U. 8. schooner William Bacon,

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 30, 1863.

SIR: Your No. 689 has been received. Commodore Harwood has
been directed to sond one of his best steamers to you for the purpose
of relieving the William Baconr, which you will order to the Potomac on
the arrival of her relief.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, giving the stations of
the vessels of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., July 1, 1863.
SIR: The following is the present position of the vessels attached to
the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

Vessel, Station. Remarks.
Minnesota.....oovevevavenen. Off Newport NeWs ceeevesnesnsiarsnsccss
Sapgamon ......ceeievniianefinans L«
D7) 314 YRR RPN L L N
Young Rover................|..... QO vieriieeiiiiiii i Temporarily.
Young America......... U AP . Tug, on plcket.
Lilao. eeeiereiennnnnicnnnadann. A0 teieirienenieiiiieiiiiiiinnicnnss Tug.
Mount Washington..........]..... L T Dispatoch hoat.
Brandywine ................. Hampton Roads ...ovvevieneeneniannnnnns
Charles Phelps ..............|..... 5 2 Coal vessel,
Romap.......coveviivinnianns do Store hulk.
‘Ben Morgan Do.
Houghton....,..-c.veeeenesn. . Ordnance vessel.
Mystic.....ccoovviiieenrnnens Guard ship.
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Voeasch Station. Remarks.
Commodore Morris .| Pamunkoy Rivor
Wesatern World.. d
Goeneral Putnam .
Crusader....... Blockmlin‘;.
Samuol Rotan do Schoonoer, blockading.
CommodoreJone: ... Annapolis, Md...................
Commodore Barney.......... Pot,omuo River .............illl
MOP8O «vveieevnnceeanneeaafeeeeallO et iiireeciiaaiana
Dacotalt coovvinia s, Bnltimore, Md oo Undergoing ropairs.
Maratanza......ooovenen]oen L 2 Do.
Philadelphia.........oooo i)l L4 Do.
DayHght. ..o L Do.
ZOUAVO ¢ovveneccrennecnnranaa]oonns 410 ................................... Do.
SOYMOUT.ceeevenieinineeniani]iee O i Do.
Monticollo . .ooeeneiinieae... P lnladolﬂhin. Paceoiieoiiiiiinaiiiaenns
Cambridge.......c.coeiiunn. Loston, Mass ..oovivinnaiiiiiianiianns .
Wynmloi’to .................. Norfolk, Va....ovieimiineniaiiiiiiiiia Guard ship,
Stepping Stones ... ... 1L
Cohasset..ooeveeeenanennadoa, [ N
F. N (17 2 P L] At navy yard undorgolng
repairs.
|1 (112771 Sounds of North Carolina .....c..v.......
Miami .ooeevvnao o [
Hunehback cvavoooincofonn. JO ittt iiiaecieciainaana,
Commodore Perry ...........]..... Ao
Underwritor................ ] -0t do ..o, e
Louigiana.........oooo oot 11 T R
Commodore Hull ............[..... [ 1
Shawsheon .......coveevano]eenn. L4
Brinker..........oooiiiii e 1 S S
Cores.eenennnnnnnnnn... R P (1 St
Whitehead. .................]..... L L R
Southfield ......ecoeooiifoatn L Ut
Lockwood .....oooovniiiiii]enen £
Granite......cocveivinnnneaifonann [
Valley City .......... PO O et
Dolawgre coeevevvnieiin i 1 N
William Badger ............. Beaufort, N.C ......oiiiiiiinnaan cunen Storo hulk.
Arletta ..o e & o S Ordnaunco vessol.
Iroquois.....ocovvein ., Off New Inlet, Wilmington, and coast to
northward.
Stato of Georgia.............[..... do...cooerniniiiiaaa, frerrnareeneaa,
Penobscot .....coevenii]oll QO v e iiiiirieeerrasoneaneeeenunsanas
Mount Vernon...............loeen. 4 L R
Niphon...oveevviorviniieaifecido cvinnnnnannn.... veeens tereeeiaanan
POrryaeeeeeeeaiiennananadon... L Brig.
Sacramento........cooeu...., Oftf Westorn Bar, Wﬂmington and coast
to sonthward., -

Florida cocveevneneineninnaai]ennn. 1 T P
Violet.c.ooovvveeierneenenfonnn. [ Tag.
Chocurt .oooenvvieeneneiiifonnn. 14 T D
Vietoris eeeeeeeveenivnriennns]ennn. 4 1
Matthew Vassar......cvveeeilienrereieneierornsreneoneenrrssensonsnnes Schooner, ordored to cruise

. betweon Cape Fear and

Capo Hatteras.

William Bacon...............]..... 4 JBo.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Act, Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
. Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, regarding ihe movements
of certain vessels of his command.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., July 1, 1863.
SIr: The U. 8. steamers Commodore Barney and Morse left White
House, Pamunkey River, at 9: 30 p. m. of the 29th ultimo, and Yorktown
at 8 a. m. yesterday, both for the Potomae.
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The U. S. 8. Dai Ching left the roads at 5:30 p. m. yestorday for the

Potomac.
The U. 8. 8. Commodore Jones left the roads at 1:30 p, m. yesterday

for Annapolis.
The U. 8. 8. Skokokon arrived here from Beaufort, N, C., at 3 p. m.

yesterday.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
. P. LLBE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIpDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Sceretary of the Navy to Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U. 8.
N(wz/, regarding the U. 8. steamers Cambridge and Howquah,

' NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 1, 1863.
Sir: Orders have been sent to-day to the Cambridge, Commander
William I, Spicer, and Howqual, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. G,
Saltonstall, at Boston, to proceed off Wilmington and report to the
senior commanding officer there for duty.

Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdyg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby,
U. S. Navy, to resume his duties in the Pamunkey River.

U. S. FLLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., July 1, 1863—10 p. m.
Sir: The Shokokon has just come from the navy yard, where she has
left one rudder to be repaired. I wish you to proceed immediately in
her to the White House, on the ’amunkey, to resume your duties under
your former instructions in connection with the operations of Major-

General Dix.
’Iié;pb(,tfully, yours,
/ S. P. LEE,

Altg. Rca\r Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squad7 on.

/Fleet G@ptam PEIRCE CRosBY, U. 8. Navy,
‘ U. 8. 8. Minnesota.

t vJ
HE . .
\ \ (Wl { '! —

qport of OOm?ander Orosby, U. 8. Navy, regarding affairs in the

—  vtgfnity of White House, Pamunkey River,
A /
N, U. S. S, SHOKOKON,

Y
4

Off White House, Pamunkey River, July 2, 1863.

ADMIRAL Weé arrived here at 10:45 a. m. Generals Keyes and
Getty have advanced. General Dix is here. This afternoon we heard
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rapid artillery firing in direction of Keyes, but have received no news
from him. 1 imagine there has nothing serious occurred, else we would
have heard from him.

I delivered your letter to General Dix, IHe was glad to have the
additional gunboat. He seems desirous of carrying out the views
expressed to you in his note. Oontrabands are at work leveling the
works on the river banks at Cumberland. He has no news. As yet
all is quiet here,

Very respectfully, P .
>EIRCE CROSBY,

Ileet Captain,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LER,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Major-General Foster, U, S. Army, to Commander Davenport,
U. 8. Navy, regarding the propcsed experimental trip of the gunboat
Bombshell.

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
New Berne, July 2, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that our new gunboat Bombshell
is now ready for service, and it is proposed to send her up the Neuse
River on an experimental trip to try her sailing qualities, test her guns,
and to make a diversion.

The commanding general would be pleased to have any naval boats
which would be of sufliciently light draft accompany her on the trip,
and desires me to ask you for the loan of twelve men, good seamen and
gunners, if you can spare for the trip. The men will be needed to-
morrow; the boat will go on Saturday.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commodore H. K. DAVENPORT,
Senior Naval Officer, Commandiny, etc.

Rzpore of Captain Boggs, U. S. Navy, of arrival at Beaufort, N. C., and
of the presence of Confederate ironclad and steamer at Smithville,
N. O

U. 8. S. SACRAMENTO,
Beaufort, N. C., July 3, 1863.

SIR: I anchored at this place to-day for the purpose of coalmg and
repairing the screw of the 160-pounder rifle, disabled, having on leav-
ing Western Bar only enough coal on board to reach here.

On the morning of the 30th of June the ironclad alluded to in my
letter of May 14, No. 35, was seen going down the river and is now
lying at Smlthvxlle, in full sight of the blockade vessels, with steam up,
and apparently ready to come out the first favorable opportunity. She
is pierced for seven guns, two on the broadside, two on the stern, and
one on the bow,

A most formidable looking vessel in company with her is a large,
paddle-wheel steamer, evidently English built, very long, with two
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large smokestacks between her masts, no bowsprit, lying low in the
water, and altogether a very fast and efficient looking war vessel. 1
presume a consort ot the ironclad, but it intended for cruising would do
immense damage on the coast. )

I left off the Western Bar the Ohocura, Victoria, and steam tug Violet.
Oft' the end of Frying Pan Shoals the Florida, making arrangemeonts
for placing the light vessel. I directed Captain Bankhead to anchor
ber anywhere and proceed off the bar. I touched oft New Inlet and
placed Captain Case on his guard by informing him of the appearance
of the ironclad.

" The vessels off the Western Bar are all cripples in their engines, and
should the raid come from that quarter before reinforcements arrive,
they will be fortunate if they escape capture, as to prevent such for-
midable vessels from coming out is impossible on cither side with such
vessels as compose the blockading squadron. Unless instant rein-
forcements are sent down, and some ironclads, their programme of
raising the blockade and then destroying everything in the harbor of
Beaufort will certainly be carried out, to the dishonor of the officers
‘commanding here and the eternal disgrace of our country. All this
might have been prevented by acting on the suggestion of my com-
menting of the 14th of May.

The condition of the majority of the vessels here prevent their offer-
ing any effective resistance. This ship and the Iroquois are the only
ones capable of making any fight, and their powers of endurance would
not carry them through ten minutes’ action with so formidable an iron-
clad, even were they together, but separated by the shoals, not know-
ing which side she mmay come out, what prospects have we but defeat
and mortification? I shall use all dispatch in returning to my station,
but fear it will be at least a week before I can reach there.

Belicving this information to be of sufficient importance to justify it,
I have sent a communication direct to the Secretary of the Navy on the
subject and directed Lieutenant-Commander Queen, who has completed
his inspection of the vessels of this squadron, and has seen the ironclad
and gunboat, to proceed north with the least possible delay and lay all
the information with[in| his knowledge, respecting the state of the ves-
sels of this squadron, before you.

From undoubted information it is certain that a second vessel is
nearly ready, and several gunboats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES S. Boagas,

Captain, U. S. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—I send north Mr. Windman [ Weinmann |, who made his escape
from Wilmington and can give very important information respecting
the defenses and state of aftairs in and around Wilmington, ingluding
blockade running, etc. Mr. Windman claims to be a citizen of Balti-
more and in the employ of Mr. W, Sisson, marbly cutter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Cuas, S. Boagas,

Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. PP, LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Licutenant IKennison, U. S. Navy, regarding
the seizure of the schooner Champion.

U. S. SCHOONER SAMUEL ROTAN,
Of Yorktown, July 3, 1863,

Sir: I very respectfully report that I seized oft Piankatank River,
July 2, and brought to this place for your disposal, the schooner
Champion, of Yorktown, 35 tons, with three men on board, viz, M. P.
Morse, captain and part owner; James Foster, and Washington Brown,
all of Mathews County, Va.

It appears from Mr. Morse’s statement that she was formerly in the
oyster trade, and had been sunk with others of same class 30 miles up
the Piankatank River for two years. James IFoster also had a schooner
up there and carried sails up to get her down, but the only one they
could raise was the Champion, and the sails were bent on her. They
worked several nights, remaining hid through the day. Ioster
destroyed his schooner before he left. On the way down were
repeatedly fired at by guerrillas. There was nothing on board. She
appears to be thoroughly water-soaked; had no papers of any kind;
made no attempt to evade, but came directly toward us, stating they
were afraid to anchor inside on account of guerrillas, Mr., Morse
appears to be possessed of considerable information. I think it would
be desirable for you to sec him. Ie told me there was a barrel of poi-
soned whisky at Mathews County Court-House for our cavalry on their
next raid.

The schooner leaks very badly; the prize crew were constantly at
the pumps.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

) W W, KENNISON,
Aeting Volunteer Licutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE,
Comdy. North dtlantic Blockading Squadron, oft’ Ne:eport News.,
P, S.—I arrived at Yorktown at dusk. Finding no one to report to
here, have concluded to send her to Newport News for you to investi-
gate.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wy, W, KENNISON,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, requesting the addition
of three vessels to the force under his command.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
OFF Newport News, Va., July 3, 1862.

Sir: In reply to the Department’s letter of June 30, I beg leave to
represent that this is the only man-of-war in this squadron (not on the
blockade at Wilmington) with cabin accommodations for more than
her commander. ‘ A

Besides this vessel, there are in these waters only the store hulks,
the tugs, and transports, some ferryboats, and the ironclads. Hence,
the detail of this vessel for the blockade of Wilmington necessarily
made like disposition of me,.

In the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, referred to by the Depart-
ment, the Colorado may be regularly attached to the blockade of
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Mobile and the admiral be elsewhere or mostly in the Mississippi, as he
has there the llartford and ‘the Richmond, regular sloops-of-war, with
two cabins each, bésides several other mgulm men-of-war not on the

blockade and suchct to his use.
With a proper ironclad and movable force at Newport News, this

vessel might be stationed oft Wilinington or in the roads, whero the
man-of-war force now consists of foreign pennants.

I respectfully suggest that there should be an addition of three ves-

sels of force to this squadron for the protection of the blockade; also
some swift gunboats, for the double blockade required for Wilmington,
and several cruising steamers on the outside of the blockade.
— The Department has ordered the Lehigh to be sent to Washington
on the arrival of the Koanoke, and intimated that the Pasgaic would be.
sent here. 1 beg leave to repe:at that it is desirable to have at least
two of the monitors here, as the Roanoke is almost immovable.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, LEE,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Com.dg, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1). O.

Order of Acting Rear- /1(7mnal Lee, U, 8. Navy, to Commanders Nichol-
son and Howell, U, 8. Navy, ?0_/arqu strict lookout for the C. 8. 8.

Latrick Henry.
U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,

Newport News, Va., July, 4, 1865—10 p. m.
Sir: I enclose a copy of a dispateh,* just received from the Navy
Department, dated to-day, 8:20 p. m., relating to the running of this
blockade by the privateer Patrick Henry. Inform your officers and
men and keep the best sort ot a lookout to prevent this, I wish to see

you at 9:30 a, m. to-morrow.
At 6:30 p. m. the Secretary of War telegraphs to Fortress Monroe

that the victory is complete and Lee is in full retreat.

Respecttfully, yours, S. P. L
. . EE’

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Commander NIOHOLSON,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Sangamon.

(Same to Commander Howell, commanding U. 8. S. Lehigh.)

Report of Commander Orosby, U. S. Navy, regarding affairs in the
Pancunkey River,
U. S. 8. SHOKOKON,
" Off White House, Pamunkey River, July 4, 1863.
ADMIRAL: General Getty has not yet returned, but expected

to-morrow.
General Keyes advanced to Baltimore Oross Roads, and is encamped

5 miles from Whlte House.

g

"Bee Senee I Yol. 6, p. 244.




NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 105

To-day Captain Huse, of the Shokokon, went up the river and
destroyed a schooner which he was unable to get down, she being
aground about b miles up the river, Night before last General Keyes
had o skirmish with the enemy, it resulted in nothing more than his
remaining where he is. Asg yet all is quiet. Oaptain Gillis captured a
small sloop yesterday up a creek near Cumberland.

The railroad track in this vicinity is all up, and locomotive embarked ;
also the railroad iron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PEmror OROSBY,

Hleet Captain,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.,
t

Report of Captain Boggs, U, 8. Navy, of the placing of the Frying Pan
Shoals light-ship, July 4, 1865,

U. S. 8. SACRAMENTO,
off Western Bar, Wilmington, N, C., July 11, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to report that the light-ship was moored oft
the end of Frying Pan Shoals by Commander Bankhead on the 4th of
July, and the light oxhibited that night. Approximate position ascer-
tained by meridian altitudes and time sights, latitnde 33° 33’ N,, lon-
gitude 77° 51’ W., in 10 fathoms of water.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Onas. S. Boaas,
Captain, U. 8. Navy.,
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LER,
OJommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

— e

Report of Oaptain Case, U, 8. Navy, regarding work on Confederate
defenses at New Inlet.

U. 8. STEAM SLoOoP IROQUOIS, .
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, July 4, 1863.

Sir: I have to inform you that the Mound battery at New Inlet is
appareuntly completed, and that the rebels are now mounting guns on
it. The first gun fired in celebration of this day was fired from it at
noon. The face of casemated fort No. 3, south of Fort Iisher, has been
recently taken off and workmen are busy in altering it. I suppose they
are facing the embrasures with iron.

- I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A.Luprow OASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Oommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
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Naval correspondence regarding the mission of Hon, Alevander I, Stephens
as military commaissioner from the Confederate Government.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to the commanding officer at Fortress
Monroe.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, Va., July 4, 1803,

Enclosed herewith I forward a communication for you, just received
from flag of truce just arrived from Richmond, Va.

Supposing that the enclosed is of the same nature as a communica-
tion just reccived by me by the same conveyance, I would respectfully
suggest the propriety of keeping its contents strictly secret until the
will of the Government is madeo known.

Very respecttully, yours,
S. P, Lig,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Cendy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

COMMANDING OFFICER AT IFORTRESS MONROE,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8, Navy.

U. 8. FLAGgsHIP MINNESOTA,
Ot Newport News, Va., July, 4, 1863,

Sir: At 2:30 p. m, to-day I received the enclosed original communi-
cation from Mr. Stepliens, a copy of which 1 included in a telegram to
the Dopartment and sent to Ifortress Monroe to be forwarded in cipher.

At the same time I received a communication from the same source,
directed to the commanding officer at IFortress Monroe, which I deemed
it prudent to enclose in a communication, of which the enclosed (No. 1)
is o copy.

This was sent by Lieutenant Lamson, who, as General Dix was
absent, was directed to ascertain and deliver it to the proper officer
and to repeat to him that I thought the matter should not be disclosed
without the instructions of’ the Goverument.

The picket tug was then sent back to its station, which is 5 or 6
miles above and in sight from this anchorage, with orders to deliver
my reply (copy enclosed, No. 2) to Mr. Stephens on board the unarmed
rebel tug Torpedo, which had been required, agreeably to my standing
written orders, to anchor above White Shoal light, which is about 8
statute miles above this anchorage.

Notwithstanding these precautions, 1 heard this evening that it was
known generally that Mr, Stephens was on board and that he wanted
to go to Washington,

This information was, I suppose, purposely. communicated by the
flag-of-truce tug Torpedo to our picket tug, the Lilac.

There was manifested on board the lag of truce a great desire to come
down to the fleet. On being informed of my order, it was represented
that she had no anchor, but on being offered one, the people on board
said they would get one from the hold. Mr. Stephens (I suppose it was)
wished to come down for the more speedy delivering ot his applica-
tions, which he could prepare on the way.

To allow the so-called Confederate States steamer to pass this block-
ade and display its assumed sovereign flag at the national capital was
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an act of recognition wholly at variance with my feelings and sense of
duty. The proposition was otherwise objectionable.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, _
S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon., GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure No, 1.}

C. 8. 8. TorPEDO,
On James River, July 4, 1863,

SIR: As military commissioner I am the bearer of a communica-
tion in writing from Jetlerson Davis, commander in chiet’ of the land
and naval forces of the Confederate States, to Abraham Lincoln, com-
mander in chief of the land and naval forces of the United States.
Hoa. Robert Ould, Confederate States agent of exchange, accompanies
me as secretary.

For the purpose of delivering the communication in person and con-
ferring upon the subjects to which it relates, I desire to proceed directly
to Washington City in the steamer Torpedo, commanded by Licutenant
Hunter Davidson, of the C. S, Navy, no person being on board but the
IHon. Mr. Ould, myself, and the boat’s officers and crew,

Yours, most respecttully, :
ALEXANDER H. STEPHIENS.
Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE,

U. 8. Flagship Minnesota, Newport News.

[Enclosure No, 2.)

U. S. 8. MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, July 4, 1863—2: 30 p. m.
Sir: Your communication of this date is received. T will report by
telegraph your arrival and object, and inform you of the result without

delay.

Very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.,

Hon. ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS,
Military Commissioner.

[Telogram.]
Forr MONROE, July 4, 1863—9 p. m.

Your telegram went immediately, No reply yet. The Secretary of
War telegraphs to Colonel Ludlow not to allow the flag of truce to come
down, and to hold no communication with her till further instructions.
Secretary of War telegraphs at 6:30 p. m, the victory over General Lee

is complete. The enemy in full retreat.
LIEUTENANT LAMSON.

Acting Rear-Admiral LEE,
: Newport News.
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['Lelegram.)

FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,

Fort Monroe, Va., July 5, 18()3—-—31} m.
(Received 4:15 p. n.)

At 1:30 p. m. the flag-of-truce boat Torpedo got underway fxom off
White Point light-house and went up James River.
S. P. LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral,

Hon. GibroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

——

[Tolegram.]

FLAGsHIP MINNESOTA,
July 5—5: JOp m,
(Received July b, 1863, 6:50 p. m.)

The flag-of-truce tug Torpedo has returned and dnchmed oft White
Point light-house, 8 miles above this ship. .
S. P. Lrx,
Acting Rear-Admiral,

Hon. GiproN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON, July 6, 1863—10: 45 a, m.

The request of Alexander H. Stephens is inadmissible. The cus-
tomary agents and channels are adequate for all needful military com-
munications and conference between the United States forces and the

insurgents.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE.

[Telegram.]

W ASHINGTON, July 6, 1865—10: 45 a. m.
You have above the answer of this Department to the request of
Alexander H. Stephens, and will govern yourself accordmgly

Please acknowledge receipt of this,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Nawvy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LE=.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. sé N;vy, transmitting oopy of reply to Hon. A. H.
tophens.

Confidential.] ' U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., July 6, 1863.
S1g: I informed the Deépartment by telegraph of the receipt of its
dispatch of 10:45 a. m, to-day.
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Enclosed is a copy of the letter in which I communicated to Mr,
Stephens the decision of Government in regard to his request to pro-

cced to Washington as military commissioner, ete.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LeE,

Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]
U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
OfFF Newport News, Va., July 6, 1863.
Sir: The request contained in your communication of the 4th instant

is considered inadmissible.
The customary ageunts and channels are adequate for all needful mili-

tary communications and conference between the United States forees

and the insurgents.

Very respecttully, yours,
S. P. Leg,

Acty. Rear-Admirval, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon., ALEXANDER H. STEPIENS,. )

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, transmitting lettey from Hon
A. H, 8tephens.

U. S, FLAasnir MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, Va., July 7, 1863.
Sir: My confidential communication No. 726, of yesterday, enclosed
a copy of the note in which I conveyed to the Ion. A. I1. Stephens the
answer, under my instructions, to his application to proceed to Wash-
ington in the rebel steamer Z'orpedo as military commissioner,
On receiving this note, and after an interview between Lieutenant-
Colonel Ludlow and Mr. Ould, the Torpedo returned up James River.
Enclosed is the original of a letter from Mr. Stephens, dated July 6,
12 m., which had been previously dispatched by him. The letter to
Lieutenant-Colonel Ludlow, alluded to in the within, was duly delivered.
1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEg
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squac’lron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Confidential.|

[Enclosure.)
0. 8. 8. TorPEDO,
Off Newport News, Va., July 6, 1863—12 o’clock m.

Sir: Will Admiral Lee inform me, if he can, how long it will prob-
ably be before an answor will be made to my note of the 4th instant?

Will he please also forward the accompanying letter from Hon, Mr.
Ould, Confederate agent of exchange, to Lieutenant-Colonel William
H. Ludlow, United States agent of exchange.

Most respectfully,
ALEXANDER H., STEPHENS.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
U. 8. Flagship Minnesota.
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Report of Acting Master Babcock, U. S. Navy, of the arrival of the U, 8.
schooner 1'. A. Ward in Hampton Roads.

U. S. SonooNER T. A, WARD,
Hampton Roads, July 5, 18623,

Sir: In obedience to orders from Commodore A. A. Harwood, I
hereby respectfully report the arrvival of the U, S, schooner 7', A, Ward
at this port from the Potomac River, for duty in the North Atlantic
Blockading Squadron.

I am, 8ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. BAncock,

Acting Master, Commanding U. S. Schooner 1. A. Ward.

Rear-Admiral S. . LEE, ‘
Jommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

[Endorsement. ]

Reported July 6. Order him to prepare for sca, report when ready,
and proceed to the blockade and report to Captain Boggs for duty to
relieve the William Bacon, Direct Captain B. to send the William
Bacon here and to assign such duty to the Ward on the blockade as she

can most advantageously perform.

Report of, Acting Master Rogers, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. S. schooner
William Bacon, regarding the eruise of that vessel, July 1-20, 1863,

U. 8. SunooNER WILLIAM BACON, [July 20, 1863).

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report of the cruise of this
vessel between the parallels of Cape Ifear and Cape Hatteras from July
4 to date:

In compliance with orders to that effect, which were received on the
3d July, made all possible dispatch, At meridian on the 4th July
weighed, made sail, and proceeded to sea from the Western Bar off
Cape Fear, with light easterly winds and fine weather, U. S. schooner
Matthew Vassar in company. At 11 p. m, Frying P’an light-ship bore
north, distant 8 miles,

* * * * * * *

July 11.—At meridian, in latitude 34° 40’ N., longitude 760 W.,,
boarded American schooner Chief, of New York, B. Rider, command-
ing, from Beaufort, N. C., bound to New York, laden with naval stores.
At 9 p. m, saw a steamer’s lights; appeared to be steering S. W,
Showed the challenge and private signals, but received no answer.
At 10 p. m. fired blank shot and hove her to. Attempted to board her,
but she steamed off, when we fired three shots at her, but it being dark
and the wind light, could not overtake her. :

* * » * * * *

July 14,—At 9:20 a. m., in latitude 33° 58’ N.,, longitude 75° 45’ W.,
boarded American schooner Surprise, of Key West, I'. B, Rhodes, com-
manding, from Key West, bound to New York, laden with prize goods
on Government account. At 5:40 p. m, heavy gale and rough wind;
vessel under close-reefed sails, steering west; a suspicious steamer was
reported by the lookout offshore, steering in to the westward. She
came down on our weather beam about 3 miles distant., Set aur
colors, of which she took no notice. TIired a blank, which produced no
other effect. Fired three shots at her, the second of which took effect
on her starboard quarter. She immediately bore up and steamed to
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windward in order to get out of range, which she accomplished in a few
minutes, and then, resuming her former course, steered in for the land
and was soon lost to sight. The steamer was schooner-rigged, with no
topmasts, no bowsprit, and a straight stem, one smokestack, with the
escape pipe directly forward it, painted lead color, and apparently from
700 to 800 tons burden, and I think no doubt a blockade runner, bound
into Wilmington, N, ., as we were at the time about 35 or 40 miles to
the eastward of Ma%onbmo Inlet, North Carolina,
* * * * *
July 20.—IFrom the edge of the stream stood in toward the light-
ship, Made a sail bearing S. W, by W. Exchanged signals and
found it to be the 7% A. Ward. Communicated and received orders to
proceed in company to Little River and transfer the ammaunition, crew,
ete, to that vessel, and then proceed to the Western Bar and report to
“he senior witicer for further instructions.
Very rcspectfully, your obedient servant,
: Wi P, ROGERS,
Aeting Master, Commanding U. S. Schooner William Bucon.

Captain C. 8. Bocas, U. S, Navy,
Commanding U, S. 8. Sauummz{o off Wilmington, N. C.

* *

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Mas-
ter’s Mate Miller, U. S. Navy, reqgarding picket duty.

U. S. FLAGs1HIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., July 6, 1863,

Sir: The picket boat underway will remain at from 1 to 2 miles
below the White Shoal light-house during the day and toward dark
will run down about halfway to the flagship, where she will keep under-
way during night, and at early daylight she will runup to her position
for the day. This change will be made at such time of the morning
and evening twilight as will render it least liable to be observed by the
enemy, Ifa rebel flag-of-truce boat comes down by day the picket
boat will meet it at the light-house, not approaching nearer than 50
yards; desire it to anchor off the light-house, and say that you will
come down and report it, and that the officer in charge of flags of truce
will immediately come up and communicate. You will neither give nor
ask for any information, nor hold nor allow any other than the neces-
sary intercourse with the rebei flag of truce.

Respectfully, yours, 5 L
. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Acting Master's Mate ISAAC MILLER, U, S. Navy,
Commanding Young America, on Picket, James River,

00rrespondence regarding naval demonstration in James Rwer, Virginia,
July 6-20, 1863.
[Telegram.]
NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 6, 1863.

On the arrival of the Mahaska and other gunboats, you are authorxzed
to make such a demonstration up the James River as in your judgment
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would be advisable, in view of the desire of the Government to threaten
Richmond by that approach to assist military movements in this
vicinity, The whole matter is committed to yourself as being advised
of the difficulties that exist in that river. The Roanoke has met with
an accident to her middle turret, but is ordered peremptorily to Old

Point.
GIDEON WELLES

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LEE, U, S. Navy,
Old Point Comfort, Va.

['Telegram.]
Navy DepARTMENT, July 10, 1863.

Move a strong force up the James River as far as you can without
engaging batteries that are likely to give you a useless cannonade, and
report the condition of things for further orders. The Shenandoah,
Cambridge, and Montgomery have been sent out after the Florida, which

is on the Iastern coast. _ :
GIDEON WELLES,

Seeretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. D, Lrgr, U. S, Navy,
Comdyg. North « tluntic Blockading Squadron, Old Loint Comfort.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, of the arrival in James River of the naval
force. .

U. S. STEAM TENDER SEYMOUR,
Of Chippoak Creck, James River, July 11, 1863,
SIRr: I am here with the ironclads Sangamon and Lehigh and the gun-
boats Mahaska, Morse, Commodore Barney, Commodore Jones, and

Shokokon, two tugs, and two small coal schooners.
Enclosed is a copy of the Department’s telegram, which I received

and acknowledged yesterday afternoon. Please inform me if it has

been correctly transmitted.
Signals were made along the river this morning, which 1 suppose

made known our arrival at Fort Powhatan and at Richmond.
The river i8 very muddy, with much small drift.
1 left the Minnesota and Western World at Newport News.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Acting Rear-Admiral, etc.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Roeport of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S.hNn.vy, regarding a reconnoissance to Fort Pow-
atan,

U. S. S. SEYMOUR,
James River, July 13, 1863.

SIR: There are no casemates to Fort Powhatan, no guns mounted,
and no garrison. This I discovered by a reconnoissance which I made
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this morning in this vessel. Since then the ironclads and some of the
gunboats have passed up. The lower fort has five embrasures. The
upper work is much more extensive and has a water battery., I will
leave two gunboats to picket and cover the works, I have intimated
to General Dix the expediency of occupying or razing them.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
[S. . LEE,]

' . Acting Rear-Admiral,
Hon, GIpEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.

P. S. (Confidential).—On firing the Lehigh’s X V-inch gun this after-
noon the shell burst inside and burst the gun very badly. 1 will
novertheless go on to City Point and await your further orders.

[Endorsoment.]

This communication came down this morning to be forwarded, but
without signature of the admiral. . T nevertheless forward it, as it con-
tains important information.

Respectfully,
B. I'. SANDS,

Captain, Senior Officer DPresent.

Additional report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding Fort Powhatan,

U.S. S. SEYMOUR,
Off Fort Powhatan, James River, July 14, 1863.

SIr: We destroyed two magazines at IFort Powhatan and twenty
platforms for gun carriages to-day. The lower fort was finished for six
guns; the upper fort was not completed, yet was formidable from its
position and extent. 1t had, however, platforms and embrasures fin-
ished for fifteen guns. Written evidence was found at the lower fort
that it was occupied by the enemy as late as the 7th instant. It was
probably abandoned in consequence of this demonstration.

To-morrow morning I shall move up to Oity Point.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
- 8. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding
" telegram incorrectly transmitted.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 15, 1863.

Sir: I return herewith the telegram sent to you by the Department
on the 10th instant. It was not correctly transmitted, as you appeared
to apprehend. The following is & correct copy of the original:

Move a strong force up the James River as far as you can without engaging buat-
teries that are ﬁkel to give you a useless cannonade and report the condition of
things for future orders.

N W R—VOL 9——38
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The Sherandoah, Cambridge, and Montgomery huve heon sent out after the Ilorida,
which is on the Eastern coast.
Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

<
Y~

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Conifort.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, annulling
previous orders.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 15, 1863,

Sir: 1t is not considered necessary now to extend the operations up
James River, indicated in the Department’s telegram of the 10th

instant.

Very respectfully, ete., _ ,
(iIDXON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort,

Letter from Major-General Dix, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. §, Navy, advising
the demolition of the works at Fort Powhatan,

HoQrs. DErT, OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Lort Monroe, July 15, 1863.
ADMIRAL: I have received your letter trom the James River inform-
ing me that thero are ncither guns nor garrison at Fort Powhatan. I
think it very important that the works there should be demolished,
and if you will hold the position I will send a force there at once to
effect the object.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedicent servant,
JOHN A, DIx,
Major-General.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. I. LEE,
Oommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

P. S.—8ince writing the above I have received an order to go to New
York. My successor here is Major-General Ioster, now in North

Carolina.

Report of Actirg Volunteer Lieutenant Huse, U, 8, Navy, transmitting report of an attack
upon picket guard stationed in Fort Powhatan.

U. S. S. SHOKOKON,

Off Fort Powhatan, James River, Virginia, July 16, 1863,
SIR: 1 enclose herewith a report of an attack on the picket guard
sent from this vessel and stationed in Fort Powhatan under command
of Acting Ensigns Oharles J. Goodwin and James A. Braunan., Mr.

Brannan has a flesh wound through the shoulder, and is doing well.
Immediately on the alarm being given from the shore I opened on
the fort with shell and shrapnel, and continued for two hours at inter-
vals, At 4 this a, m, ] fired a few more shell into the tort. Soon after
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commencing, I heard the discharge of a musket, and also the sound of
a4 bugle. )

At 9 a.m. we saw two or three men inside of the forts. Judging
them to be pickets, I opened on them with shrapnel. After firing a
few rounds, and not seeing anything to indicate the presence of an
enemy, I went on shore myself with an armed boat’s crew to recon-
noiter; found nothing but iresh tracks.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAvMurL HUSE,

Aeting Volwnieer Licutenant, Commanding,
! y i

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. L, _
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

[Enclosure.)
U. S. S, SHOKOKON,
Off Fort Powhatan, James River, Virginia, July 16, 1863,
Sir: The picket guard from this vessel at IFort Powhatan, under
my command, was attacked last night at 11:15 p. m. Acting Ensign
James A. Brannan, who was in command of the guard at the lower
fort, was with me at the time with his men, I having notified him of the
presence of the enemy, and being doubtful of their number, we con-
cluded to remain together and ascertain, if possible, the strength of
their force. The night was very dark, and at first we saw only two or
three, and hoped to be able to capture them, although there were indi-
ations of more about. As they moved up cautiously Mr, Brannan
hailed the advance. The answer was ¢ Charge the damned Yankees”
(or something similar), and a volley of about 50 shots. Our men at
once started for the boats, some returning their fire, Mr. Brannan
fell wounded through the shoulder (not scriously) while in the act of
firing himself. Ile was the only one struck on our side. As he fell
two rebels fell over him, whether they are hit is unknown. 1t was
impossible to judge of the number of the encmy, but I should say from
30 to 50, ’
Very respectfuly, ete.,
CiARLES J, GOODWIN,
Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy.

Acting Volunteer Licutenant ()omd[[:;. SAMUEL HUSE.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Huse, U. 8. Navy, regarding ammunition expended by
the U, 8, 8. 8hokokon.

U. 8. S. SHOKOKON,
Off Fort Powhatan, James River, Virginia, July 20, 1863,

Sir: In obedience to your order I respectfully submit the following
report of ammunition expended by this vessel since leaving Newport
News on the 12th instant: Twenty-five shell, 30-pounder Parrott,
Schenkle percussion fuze; 8 shell, 30-pounder Parrott, 5-second time
fuze; 36 shrapuel, 24:pounder howitzer; 16 shell, 24.pounder howitzer,
2-second to 5-seccnd time fuze. Out of the 33 shells discharged from
30 pounder rifle there were—16 effective; 16 premature explosions;
1 turned end over end. -

As the average nimber of premature explosions was the same with
the 5-second time fuze as with the Schenkle, I attribute it to weakness
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in the base of the shell. The discharges from howitzers were satisfac-

tory in every particular.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML, HUSE,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. . LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Rlockading Squadron.

Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding the results of the expedition,

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
OfF Newport News, Va., July 20, 1863.

Sir: The late joint army and navy expedition up the Pamunkey
demonstrated that there are no defenses this side of West Point, which
s 23 miles by railroad to Richmond.

The demonstration up James River, required by the Department’s
order of the 10th instant, occasioned the evacuation by the enemy and
the partial destruction by us of IFort Powhatan, leaving no defenses on
James River below Chaflin’s and Drewry’s bluils, distant about 8 miles
by river and 8 miles by land from Richmond.

IIence both these rivers are imnediately available as convenient
approaches to Richmond,

The James River expedition has exposed the weakness of the enemy,
We saw no troops except a few cavalry pickets. Fhere are no works
visible except a few rifle pits at City Point., We heard that at Peters-
burg, 10 miles distant by railroad from Richmond, there is a large can-
non foundry in active operation, and no defenses except some intrench-
ments for riflemen, of which there are said to be some between Peters-
burg and Richmond.

The defenses around Richmond and those at the bluffs above men-
tioned constitute all the works of any account T could hear of in that
region from contrabands and from the refugees who are fleeing from
the conscription ordered July 16, which they say includes all, without
regard to age, who can stand up or hold a musket.

Our informants all agree that the ironclads* Chickalominy and Lady
Davis were launched about the first ot this month; that the first is
being plated, has had steam up, and will soon be ready. Work was
stopped on the second to advance the outfit of the first and on account
of the recent necessity for manning the fortitications. The Richmond
and Patrick Henry are anchored above Drewry’s Bluff,

These ironclads of the enemy, protected in front by the obstructions
which the ironclads and fort defend, will be an obstacle to our land
forces in operating against Fort Darling, Our army and naval forces
cooperating, however, can take this fort, and then their ironclads can
be driven away and a sufficient part of the obstructions can, I think,
be readily removed.

I returned here this afternoon with the force which I moved up James
River, and shall dispatch the Lekigh to New York as soon as possible,
according to the Department’s telegrapbic order of July 14,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WDLLES
Seoretary of the Navy, Washmgton D C.

* The only Confederato ironolads in the James Rlver at this time were the flag-
ship Virginia No. 2, Fredericksburg, and Richmond.—COMPILEKS,
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8.
Navy, regarding orders issucd lo vessels.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 7, 1863.

Sir: Orders have been sent to the Shenandoah at Boston to proceed
immediately off Wilmington and report for duty to the senior officer
there; also the U. 8. 8. James Adger at New York.

The Commodore Jones, at Annapolis, has been ordered to retwrn to
Hampton Roads, and Commodore Harwood has been instructed to send
to you the vessels of your squadron now in the Potomac, including the
Mahaska,

The Roanoke has been directed to proceed to Hampton Roads if two
of her turrets will work. It the necessities of the case, in your judg-
ment, require it, you can transfer your flag to some other vessel of
your squadron and send the Minnesota oft Wilmington temporarily.

As soon a8 your force off the coast is strengthened by the addition
of the several mentioned vessels send the brig Perry to Boston.

Very respecttully, ete.,
HIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Adwmiral S. P. LEE,
Comdyg. North Atlantic Blockading Sqnadron, Old Point Comfort,

Report of Captain Case, U. S. Navy, regarding the chase of « supposed
. blockade runner.

U, S. STEAM SLOoOP IROQUOIS,
OfF New Inlct, North Carolina, July 7, 1863,

Sir: I have to report that the smoke of a steamer was reported from
aloft at 6 p.m, Jast evening bearing 8. 18,  Supposing it to come from a
blockade runner, I immediately sent the Mount Vernon in chase, and
soon after followed with this ship. At dark a steamer was scen bear-
ing N. BE., which we ran for and communicated with at 9 p. m. £he
proved to be the State of Georgia, from Beautort, N, C.

The Mount Vernon continued the chase of the vessel first seen to the
southward and eastward as long as she could see the smoke and then
stood in toward her station—and anchored near the shoals.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen rveports that he saw her a
second time and chased her off until he lost sight of her.

At 11:30 p. m. signals of an outward blockade runner were made
from the Perry. We stood in, believing she would be seen by the
State of Georgia, which was inshore in the direction the steamer was
reported to be running, or by ourselves. The night was clear and a
bright moon rendered objects oftshore distinctly visible. We saw
nothing, but you will observe in the accompanying copy of a letter
from Commander Armstrong that she was seen and chased by the State
of Georgia,

This morning we see a large two-pipe, schooner-rigged, paddle-wheel
steamer flying English colors at anchor in the river. She is so low in
the water that her hull can not be seen over the low strip of land at
the inlet, at 6 miles distance.
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Of late, all the vessels have been kept underway at night when there

Wwas 1o moon,
I'am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. LunLow OASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, I’, LiE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Flect Engineer (arvin,
U. 8. Navy, to procced to the sounds of North Qarolina for the exami-
nation of United States vessels in those waters.

U, 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Newport News, Va., July 8, 1863,

SIR: You will proceed to Beaufort or New Berne by first oppor-
tunity, taking with you a skillful boiler maker and report to the senior
naval officers oft Wilmington and in the sounds for the purpose of care-
fully examining into the condition and wants of the engineers’ depart-
ments of the vessels on those stations, including the character of the
engineers, to ascertain what changes are necessary among them to
increase the efliciency of the squadron, what vacancies exist, and who
among them who have been recommended are worthy of advancement.
Acquaint yourself with the necessities at Beaufort and New Berne as
regards engineers’ supplies and coal, and generally excercise all the duties
of fleet engineer, as set forth in the Department’s communication to me
of December 12, 1862 (with a copy of which you were supplied under
date of June 106, 1863). Use all the dispatch consistent with a thorough
performance of these duties, and report to me the result of your exami-
nations, your recommendations as to the most expedient method of
increasing the efliciency of the several vessels by repairs to their
machinery or by change or promotions among their engineers or fire-
men, regarding facilities for repairing engines or boilers at Beaufort or
New Berne, and what you would recommend to increase thiose facilities.
Require the necessary drawings to be made and forwarded with the
least possible delay in all cases where new boilers are likely soon to be
required.

Respectiully, yours,
S. P. LuE,
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Fleet Engineer B. I', GARVIN, U. 8, Navy,
U. 8. 8. Mianesota.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, regarding the strengthen-
ing of the blockade of Wilmington, N. C.

U. 8. FLAGRHIP MINNESOTA,
Ot Newport News, Va., July 10, 1863,
SB1r: With reference to that portion of the Department’s communica-
tion of July 7, concerning transferring my flag from this ship to some
other, if the necessities of the case require it, and sending the Minne-
sota temporarily to Wilmington, I respectfully submit that the necessi-
ties of the case, in my judgment, do require that the blockade of Wil-
mington should be so strengthened that the force present off each
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entrance should be sufficient to prevent tho blockade being raised by a
combined attack by the rebel cruisers at either position, the two block-
ading divisions being separated by Smith’s Island and Frying Pan
Shoals—>50 miles by sea, or from six to eight hours’ run for this ves-ei.

The inconvenience to the service arising from the temporary detail of
this vessel for blockade duty there is that here are the staft officers and
records of the squadron, that there is no room tor both on board any
of the men-of-war of the squadron, and that the separation of the com-
mander in chief from the fleet surgeon, fleet paymaster, fleet engineer,
fleet captain, the secretary and his assistants, with their records, is
embarrassing and delays the proper execution of the duties of the
squadron.

If the New Ironsides is a sufficient protection for the blockade of
Charleston, some of the men-of-war with weight of battery from that
blockade might, with some of the fleet steamers from that squadron
(now that the bfockade breaking is understood to be mostly transferred
from Charleston), be sent to the blockade off Wilmington,

The situation in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron will be
materially changed by the surrender of Vicksburg and Port IHudson.
Should this leave to the Mississippi Squadron and its ironclads the
police and defense of that entire river, some ot the men-of-war hereto-
fore required in that river may be available for the blockade of Wil-
mington until its complete investment can be made with the means
which the conscription promises to supply.

1 propose, as soon as the demonstration ordered up James River is
completed, to visit the blockade, give it personal attention, and hold
some courts-martial there. I desire also to visit the sounds and confer
with General Foster. .

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, LEE,
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIpDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Captain Sands, U. S. Navy, regarding the trial trip of the
U. 8. 8. Roanoke.

U. S. IRONCLAD FRIGATE ROANOKLE,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, July 11, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival in Hampton Roads with
the U. S. ironclad irigate Roanoke after her trial trip at sea.

Having been detained by fogs in-the lower bay ot New York after

the repairing of the pillow block of one of the turrets, 1 got to sea on
Thursday, the 9th instant, passing the bar at New York at 2 o’clock
. m.
A heavy swell from the south had set in, sufticiently to test her buoy-
ancy, which I found much greater than I had expected, from the
immense quantity of iron she carries. Iler rolling motion, however, is
80 great as to preclude the possibility of fighting her guns at sea, and
I was obliged to screw them by bracing them with pieces of timber to
prevent their ¢ fetching away?” in the rolling motion to which the ship
1s subjected in even the swell we encountered.

We made the trip in less than forty-eight hours, making a speed of
from 5 to 6 knots an hour, with from thirty to thirty-five revolutions,
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with occasional heatings of the journals, for cooling which she had to
be stopped, for the particulars of which I refer to the report of the
engineers. The tug which accompanied us was not brought into requi-
sition to tow or assist, we making the trip under our own steam and
motive power alone,

Her steering gear we found to be inconvenient, taking two men one
minute end a half to put the helin hard down from amidships and
requiring nineteen revolutions of the wheel in the operation.

The steam steering apparatus of Mr., Sickles I considered much bet-
ter, requiring but one man to handle the wheel, seven turns only of
which were needed to heave it hard down, and to do this but twenty
seconds were required, and would, with a large barrel to the wheel,
require only the same number of turns as our ordinary steering wheels.

I only regretted that it was not fitted to the forward turret, where
our best compass (Ritchie’s) was fitted.

Though ! do not consider the Rounoke adapted to fighting a battle at
sea on account; of her rolling, rendering her guns unserviceable and
exposing her to shot below her iron plating, yet she has proved herself
capable of being safely and readily transported from harbor to harbor
upon our coast for the defense of any part thereof.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. I, SANDS,
Captain, U. S. Navy, and Senior Officer Present.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

The driving ashore of the blockade runner Kate, July 12, 1863,
Report of Captain Case, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. SrEAM SLoor 1ROQUOIS,
Beavfort, N, C., July 13, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that the double-serew schooner-
rigged iron steamer fate was driven on shore at the south end of
Smitl’s Island at 4:30 a. m. yesterday by the I’enobscot. She was
immediately abandoned by her crew and taken possession of by a party
from the I’enobscot.

Lieutenant-Commander De Haven reported, on my reaching the end
of the island, that the steamer had an assorted cargo of merchandise,
was atloat att, and could be easily taken oft at high water. She being
far from any batteries, and most ot the oflicers concurring with Lieu-
tenant-Commander De Haven’s views, 1 gave my consent for the trial,
against my own judgment, but with orders to have everything ready
to fire and destroy her if she did not move at high water, or if the
gathering of the enemy in any force in the dense chaparral or behind
the sand hills in the vicinity should make it necessary before.

Small parties of the enemy were seen running for these covers, but
were kept dispersed by an occasional shell or shrapnel from one of the
vessels, The State of Georgia was stationed off the point and the
Mount Vernon at the inner end of the woodland to cover the flanks,
while the Penobscot’s crew were preparing to haul off or destroy the

(ate. -~

At 1 p. m. several steamers were reported coming down the river.

As the tide was rising.and fearing that they were coming with the
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view cither to attempt the rescue of the Kate or to take advantage of
the absence of all the vessels except the Niphon from the inlet to run
out, I gave Commander Armstrong charge of the Kate, to get her off,
or dcstroy her if he thought proper, and returned off the entrance of
the inlet, where I remained until high water, and then returned to the
point of 'the island.

Soon after I left the vessels oft the Western Bar commenced firing,
and signal was made that the enemy was approaching in force with
fieldpieces.

Orders were immediately given to fire the Kate, which was done by
Licutenant-Commander De Haven, who reported that she burned
three hours and was effectually destroyed, X1 and IX inch shells being
also fired through her. The enemy opened fire on the vessels with a
battery of Whitworth guns, but without eftect. The battery was soon
silenced by the fire from the vessels on both sides of the shoals, the
Chocura and Violet having come up close to the point on the western
side.

Lieutenant-Commander De Haven did not have time before I left the
inlet to make a written report of the destruction of the /{ate and enclose
the papers he found on board. I will send you a copy of the report,
with the papers, when they are received. At 7 p. m.,, having but 15
tons of coal on board, I was obliged, reluctantly, under the circum-
gtances, to leave for tlns place for a fresh supply.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _
A, LUubpLow CASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present,

Acting Roar-Admiral S, P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, transmitting additional information.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., July 28, 1863.

SIR: I transmit herewith copies of the reports of Lieutenant-Com-
mander De Haven (A, July 12) and of Acting Master Jack (B, July 12),
respecting the chasmg ashore, abandonment by her crew, and destruc.
tion by the Penobscot of the blockade runner K«te on the 12th of July,
reported to the Department in my No. 759 of July 22,

I enclose also an original dratt of a letter found in the stmm log
book of the Kate, on running the blockade of Charleston and the
means adopted to elude or deceive the blockaders, and especially to
obtain quiet running as regards blowing oft steam, ete.

I have sent an extract from this letter to the Bureau of Steam Iingi-
neeriug for its information in this respect..

It will be perceived from the steam and other log books which 1 for-
ward to the Department by express that the Iate started from Nassau
June 28 for Charleston or Wilmington, and that at 10: 30 p. m. of July
10 she got among the cruisers off the former place “and was chased off
and made for Wilmington.” _

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D, O,
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[Enclosures.)

A,

U. S. (tUNBOAT PENOBSCOT,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, July 12, 1863.

Sir: I have to report that at 4:55 a. m, this morning a steamer
was discovered running in toward the inlet. Immediate chase was
given by this vessel to cut her oft, when her course was changed sea-
ward, and again, on my opening fire upon her, toward shore at the end
of Smitl’s Island, where she ran aground with full head of steam, her
oftficers and crew deserting her. She proved to be the iron steamer
Ilate, Captain Stubbs, a new vessel, of 344 tons, English built, about
three months old, and, from her log, bound from Nassau to Charleston
with a general cargo.

A boat was sent in under command of Acting Master Charles E.
Jack (whose report is herewith enclosed), with instructions to get her
oft, but finding it impossible, as the tide was fast falling, I made
arrangements to burn her should we not succeed in getting her off at
high tide.

At 7:30 a. m. I was joined by the balance of the flect.

About 11 a. m. heavy firing was heard on the other side of Smith’s
Island in the direction of thé fleet stationed on that side of the entrance,
and soon after communication was opened by signals that the enemy
were, with guns, approaching. A constant and heavy fire was opened
by the fleet on the woods back of the steamer to harass and annoy the
enemy.

Our efforts to get her oft proving unavailing, and receiving signals
to destroy, orders to that effeet were sent ashore. At 4 p. m. all boats
having returned, the steamer being fired by Mr. Jack, I opened a heavy
fire upon her, inflicting severe damage to her hull.

She was, by fire and shell, rendered totally unserviceable, and her
cargo, as far as could be judged, a complete loss. John Reigler and
Andrew Fuller, firemen, prisoners taken from the steamer, were brought
aboard this vessel and are held subject to your order.

Tae log of the Kate and other books and papers are herewith
enclosed. I have also to report that I received on board this vessel
from the steamer Kate the tollowing articles which are necessary for
the use of this vessel: 'wo binnacles, with compasses complete; 1 par-
allel rule, 1 ratchet brace, 2 seawater hydrometers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JoserH E. Di HAVEN,
Licutenant-Commander.
Captain A, LuprLow CASE,
U. 8. 8. Iroquois, Senior Officer Present.

B.
.U. 8. 8. PENoBsgoT,
o Smith’s Island, July 12, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in compliance with your
orders to destroy the stewmmer Kate, I started a large firc on the star-
board side of the vessel near the engines, placing four 20-pound
charges of powder close to the fire, thinking that I should have time
to leave the vessel before it exploded. I also ordered Mr. Barrett, sec-
ond assistant engineer, to destroy as much of the engine as was possi-
ble, who did so by breaking the eccentrics and air pumps and let the



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 123

water out of the boilers and closed the furnace doors with very heavy
fires in them. The engines are totally disabled; the bonnets were
removed from the reservoirs, which caused the ship to fill as high as
the tide would admit. I think that we 80 effectually disabled her that
she will be of no further use to anyone. The cargo, consisting of
liquors, medicines, and cotton goods, was destroyed or more or less

(damaged.

Very respectfully, yours,
O. K, JAoK,

Acting Master.

Jos. 1, DE HAVEN, ,
Licutenant-Commander, Commanding U, 8. 8. I'enobscot,

STEAMSHIP INATE,
Nassau, | New Providence], June 30, 1863.

Sir: * * * T have much pleasure in reporting to you the further
progress of the Wate, as we have finished one round turn of the block-
ade and again in Nassau., The blockade is very strong at Charleston,
Now, in getting to Charleston, we got very nearly through them our-
selves, but a large paddle steamer coming in at the same time, close to
us, alarmed them with her wheels flapping, when they fired up rockets
and discovered us necarly through, among them, when they opened on
us, and before we got over the bar we got eight shots at us. Though
they came near, they did not touch, and we were kept four weeks in
Charleston watching a favorable night to get out, and our heing able
to run so quietly around favored us and we came through among
eighteen of’ the blockading squadron, and lying as close as they could
round the bar, without ever receiving a shot; we being the first to get
through, the rest being paddle and coming after us, We heard very
heavy firing, and it is feared the DBritannic’is captured, and three
others had to put back to Charleston again. Wae are not the fastest
here, but we have a great advantage by running so quiet. When we
got to Nassau we found the Hebe here and getting ready to make a
ran, but she can’t go till the moon answers, so we will likely all sail
together again. I have had a good deal of trouble with my funnel
flaring, but I have nearly stopped it now, as one flare would do for us
going through the fleet, I have also put a steam pipe on to the boiler
leading to the donkey suction pipe to blow steam through the bottom,
because if stopped among them and blow oft the least |we| are made
a target of, so L carry a good head of steam, and [if] suddenly stopped
can keep it in check without damping my fires for going ahead again.
We brought 730 bales of cotton, the largest number of her tonnage,
here. Everything is doing very well and giving great satisfaction.

[No signature.|

M. DUDGEON.

Report of Acting Muster Phelon, U, 8. Navy, regarding a reconnoissance
in Bay River, :

U. 8. 8. SHAWSHEEN,
Neuse River, July 12, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that at daylight this morning:
I got underway and made a reconnoissance up Bay River, within a half
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mile of Jacksonville. On my return I took the schooner Dolphin, with
seven barrels of turpentine, owned by John McCarty and B, Allen. I
also took four muskets. I then proceeded to Neuse River light-house
and came to an anchor.

July 13.—At 1 a. . |I] got underway and proceeded up the river as
far as Smith’s Creek and sent two boats with twenty armed men up the
creek, under charge of Acting Ensign Charles Ringot, and succeeded
in capturing David Salter and Lucius Dixon; also a small mail with
their mail boat; also three shotguns, powderhorn, pistol, and caps.
They have been running the mail across the river for some time past.
It is reported that Mr, Dixon was one of the leaders in the burning of
the schooner Sea Bird.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. A. PHELON,

Acting Master, Commanding.

H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander and Senior Officer, Sounds of North Curolina,

Report of Captain Case, U. 8. Navy, regarding the movements of block-
ade runners in Cape Fear River,

U. S. STEAM SLooP IROQUOIS,
Beaufort, N. C., July 13, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report that a large paddle-wheel steamer,
which we had been watching in the river at New Inlet for two or three
days, attempted to run the blockade outward on the morning of the
11th instant. She crossed the bar at 2:20 a, m., and finding she was
discovered, turned immediately and ran back. A. second steamer, also
paddle wheel and smaller, was seen to turn and run back a little later,
crossing the bows of the Penobscot and Niphon, both of which vessels
were too distant to stop her. These vessels, with three other steamers,
two large and one small (five in all), were lying in the river ready to
come out when we left the inlet last evening,

Of late all the blockading vessels have been ordered to keep under-
way at night to prevent surprise by the enemy’s iironclads and gun-
boats. A light is kept on the day station buoy of this ship to guide
our vessels, This, and the fact of it being near daylight when the
vessels attempted to run the blockade, may have induced their masters
to return,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LupLow CASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. I’. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S.
Navy, regarding the purchase of needed -materials,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 14, 1863,

S1r: The naval service is greatly in want of the products of the State
adjacent to your command, viz, tar, pitch, rosin, and turpentine. You
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will please ascertain by some reliable and confidential person what the
probabilities are of getting these articles, and the prices at which they
can be obtained and delivered for shipment at any point where they
can be sent north.

The Department will purchase any quantity of each, and hereby
authorizes you to obtain on the best terms possible, not exceeding 1,000

barrels of each.

Very respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

The prices of these articles in 1860-'61 and at the present time are as
follows: - :

, Present
1360-'01 timo.
Tarpentino ..ot iiiietiai i i et it e s ebeeeas per barrel.. $3. 00 $35. 00
1257 ) 1P do.... 3.00 30. 00
D S 175 P do. 2.50 20. 00
T vt veenensaeenceucneineosesasesscascsaneasansonessasososssanasesossnsns do. 2.75 15. 060

Report of Captain Sands, U. S. Navy, regarding the disabling of the guns
of the U. 8. 8. Roanoke.

U. S. IRONCLAD FRIGATE ROANOKE,
Newport News, Ve., July 14, 1863,

Sir: I'have to report that in exercising the guns of this vessel to-day,
the two XV-inch guns anq one rifie 1560-pounder were temporarily dis-
abled by their recoil, driving them from their slides, carrying away the
rear guides, cutting oft several boltheads of the floor plating, and bring-
ing up dgainst their turrets with great force, bending the shield plates
inside the turrets, starting one bolt of the surrounding plating, and
breaking off' the head of another.

1 had taken the precaution first to fire blank charges to try the
recoil and only using shells with the ordinary charge, when their recoil
caused the damage, although the compressors were hove as tight as four
men could heave them with levers.

The concussion of the XV-inch discharge in the middle turret frac-
tured the ‘“bull’s eyes” in the light room, extinguishing the lights.

With the purchase of jackscrews the guns can be hove upon their
slides, but it will take several days to replace the guides and bolts, all
of which can be done by the mechanics here. But when that is done
it will be dangerous to the guns to use them with solid shot, if not with
shells, without some stronger compression can be devised.

This is the first time these guns have been fired upon their carriages,
and had not been tested before 1 took command.

Very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,
- B, F. SANDg,

Captain, U, 8. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,
Qomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, James River,
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Order of Commander Davenport, U, S. Navy, to Commander Renshaw,
U. S. Navy, regarding tron breastworks for the U. S. 8. Louisiana.
U. S. S. HETZEL,
Of New Berney N. C., July 14, 1863,

Sir: Mr. Respess, of Washington, N. O., has requested me to deliver
up the cotton which has been used on board the Louisiana as breast.
works for the protection of her crew, I have consented to do so, pro-
vided iron breastworks can be substituted, and you will please send me
a statement of the amount of iron required to construct a screen for
the men on board your vessel. A large quantity has recently been
received, and your requisitions can be promptly supplied.

Respecttully, yours,
H. K. DAVENPORT,.

Commander R, T, RENSITAW,
Washington,

Report of Acting Ensign Breck, U, 8. Navy, reqarding the planting of
new Confederate batteriés hetween Fort Fisher and Masonboro Inlet.

U. S. S. NIPHON,
, oY New Inlet, North Carolina, July 15, 1863,
SIR: I have the honor to report that a new battery of two heavy
guns opened fire on us yesterday morning. I think they are 100-
pounder rifles. Our day station is K. N, Ii, from Fort I'isher, about 5
miles distant, This battery bears N. W, by W, {rom us when on our
station. There are also three other batteries of small rifle guns and
one field battery which is transported along the beach and planted

where it is needed.
All these batteries are between Fort IMisher and Masonboro Inlet.

These batteries have many times opened lire upon this vessel as we
were cruising along the beach in 6 or 7 fathoms of water, the shot pass-
ing over us, all being Jong-range guns. '

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. BRECK,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Niphon.

JAMES If. ARMSTRONG, Ii8q.,
Comdy. U. 8, 8. State of Georgia and Senior Officer Present,

Report of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, regarding the disposition
of vessels of his command.
U. 8. S. HETZEL,
OfF New Berne, N, C., July 15, 1863.

ADMIRAL: 1 have the honor to submit the following as the semi-
monthly disposition of the vessels in the sounds for the term ending at
date: _
July 1.—The Commodore Perry left New Berne for Plymouth. The
Lockwood arrived from Hatteras Inlet, North Carolina. The Ceres left
for Hatteras Inlet, :

July 9.—The Commodore Hull arrived from Washington with the
prize schooner Renshaw in tow,
- July 12.—The Granitec arrived from Ocracoke Inlet.

July 15,—~The Commodore Hull left for Washington with coal schooner

in tow,
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July 14.—The Miami arrvived from Plymouth, N. O,

July 15.—The Lockwood lett for Hatteras Inlet. The Iletzel, Under-
writer, Delaware, Granite, and Miami aro at New Berne. The Louisi-
ana, Commodore Hull, and Hunchback are at Washington. The
Commodore Perry, Valley City, and Whitehead are at Plymouth. The
Ceres is at Hatteras Inlet. The Granite will leave to-day for Ocracoke.
The Shawsheen and Brinker are cruising in the Neuse River oftf Wilkin-
son’s Point,

I have the honor, cte., _
H. K. DAVENPORT,

Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, U. S, Navy, of two expeditions
up the York River, as a protection during the removal of goods.

U. 8. GunpoAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
Off Yorktown, July 16, 1863.

Sir: 1 have to report that yesterday morning I proceeded up York
River with this vessel to a place called Bigler’s Mills for the purpose of
covering the removal of the family and household goods of a man by
the name of Ivans, who had come inside of our lines and taken the
oath of allegiance. No interruption to the movement was attempted.

I also went up the river as far as Scimmino Creek this morning for
the purpose of covering the removal of the household goods of a man
by the name of Colly, who had also taken the oath of allegiance. Act-
ing Master’'s Mate W. H. Otis with three men was fired upon while
a short distance from where we landed, having gone up the creek to
secure & boat that was being taken oft. The party that fired at him
numbered six men at first, and was afterwards joined by several others.
All were bushwhackers, none heing in uniform. They were armed with
fowling pieces and rifles, and came down on our party yelling like so
many fiends, cursing the ¢ Yankees” and encouraging each other; but
they took good care not to pursue beyond the cover of some woods.
Mr. Otis and his party returned safely.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, :
J. H, GiLLis,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Newport News,

Lettor of the Secrctm:y of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S.
Navy, transmitting extracts jfrom consular 'reports.

NAvy DEPARTMFNT July 20, 1863,

Sir: I transmit herewith extracts from consular dlspatches relativo
to suspicious vessels, and call your attention to tho case of the (ibral-
tar, which vessel should be captured anywhere on the high seas.

Very respectfully, _
, GIDEON WELLES,
Saaretary of the N(wy

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdg, North Atlantic Blocl'admg Squadron, Old Point Comfort.
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St. John, New Brunswick, July 15.—The steamer Spaulding, formerly
the American steamer St. John, cleared from this port for Nassau late
on Saturday night last. This vessel will probably proceed to her port
of destination, but would not fail to improve an opportunity to break
the blockade. Master, John T. Sayles; tonnage, 276; assorted cargo,
consisting of shoes, haberdashery of all kinds, and a small quantity of
drugs and medicines. Gun caps of the value of $500 were sent on
board after the steamer had been furnished with the certificate from the
collector of customs that the vessel did not carry contraband of war.
0Old, dingy looking craft,’ slow, and sails low down in the water, for-
merly the prize steamer St. John.

I'lorence, [Italy|, June 13, 1863.—The consul refers to the Southerner,
believed to be intended for a privateer, and says: *Captain T. Jefferson
Page, formerly an officer in the U. S. Navy, well known from his asso-
ciation with the Paraguay expedition, and now a prominent ofticer in
the rebel service, has been staying for several weeks in I'lorence, and,
it is freely reported, under orders from his Government. ‘T'here is good
reason to believe that this duty is to assume command of the aforesaid
privateer, she obtaining her armament at some obscure rendezvous
under the same circumstances as was the case with the Alabama.”

San Juan, Puerto Rico, June 27.-——The British steamer Juno, Captain
Duguid, of Glasgow, 185 tons register, reported in ballast bound for
Nassau, New Providence, arrived here on the 18th instant. She was
consigned to her British Majesty’s consul, H. A. Cowper, esq., and
after taking on board a supply of coal and fresh provisions left on the
21st instant with the avowed intention to run the blockade. She draws
when loaded but 4 feet of water and is very fleet. This Captain Duguid
is the same individual who had charge of the British steamer Girajfe.
* *» * ] am credibly informed that other vessels are likely to come
in here, this island being more easy to make and the harbor of San Juan
more acceptable than that of St. Thomas, while there is less danger of
being overhauled by United States vessels of war, as they visit this
port less frequently than the former. It is stated that sometimes ien
vessels leave Nassau in a day for Charleston and Wilmington, and that
there is not always the vigilance on the part of the blockading vessels
that there might be. This captain said he was for some minutes along-
side of one of our vessels and was not observed, all hands appearing to
be asleep. It is to be hoped that they will be wide awake enough to
take him, should he accompany the vessel to her place of destination.
He said that ordinarily a vessel was not exposed more than six minutes
to serious danger in running past a blockader. He avowed his inten-
tion to run square in. This class of vessels is generally painted white,
lead, or some light neutral color, as being less discernible at night than
those of a darker. , ,

Another dispatch the same date: I say tho Juno was from Liverpool.
She hailed from Glasgow, but, I was informed that she belonged to Liver-
pool. I also know that she contained several tons of powder and sev-
eral thonsand muskets. 1ler owner is a Frenchman from New Orleans.
* # * ] was informed that she brought important dispatches for
Jeff, Davis.

Laverpool, July 3.—The steamer Sumter, now called the Gibraltar,
sailed this morning. As yet she has not cleared from the customs; will
do so probably next week, She is one of the privileged class and not
held down like other vessels to strict rules and made to conform to
regulations, She has on.her a number of guns in cases, among them
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the two large Blakely, weighing some 22 tons each, shot, shell, and
other munitions of war, and machinery, which, I think, is intended to
work the guns in the turret of the ironclads now building by fhe
Messrs. Laird. [ believe thiexe guns are for these ironclads.

July 4. The ram at Lairds’ was launched to-day about 1 o'clock. She
has been taken into one of the private docks to receive her masts and
engines, * * * 'The clearance of the Sumter, called Gibraltar,
appears in the papers this morning for Nassau. I forgot to mention
yesterday that she is commanded by a Southerner by the name of E. C,
Reid. M. G. Klingender’s name figures as her consignor,

Letter from the Seceretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Adiniral Lee,
U. 8. Navy, regarding copies of extracts from consular reports.
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 21, 1863,

Sir: One or two copies of the extracts from consular dispatches
printed for your squadron were sent to the Department of State, and
in a recent letter Mr. Seward says he would be glad to receive from
time to time a few copies of each of them with a view to send them to
the consuls to encourage them and to increase their vigilance, If con-
venient for you to print a few extra copies, this Department would like
to comply with the request of the Secretary of State.

Very respecttully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES,

. Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LLEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,
U. 8. Navy, requesting the nomination of a commanding officer for the
dispatch boat Fahkee.

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 22, 1863.
S1r: 1'he Department has purchased the side-wheel steamer Fahlkee,

700 tons, to be used as a dispatch boat for the accommodation of your-

self and staff and desires that you will nominate a volunteer officer to

command her,
The Fahkee was one of the steamers of the Adams Express Company.

Her apartments will not be altered and a light armament will be placed

on board.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Secrctary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, . LER, »
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads,

Lepory of Acting Master DPhelon, U. S. Navy, regarding the capturc of
schooners Sally, Helen Jane, llizabeth, Dolphin, and James Brice,

U. 8, S. SHAWSHEEN, ,
Neuse River, July 22, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that on the morning of the
20th instant I proceeded to Cedar Island for the purpose of capturing

N W R—VOL 9——9
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two small schooners which lay concealsed in a creek, having heon
informed by good authority that they belonged to noted rebels. [ suc-
ceeded in capturing the schooner Sally, of Portsmouth, N. C,, 14 tons
burden, owned by Mr.dJ. L. Goodwin and Mrs. Mary (J()OdWlll of Cedar
Island; also schooner felen Jane, 14 tons burden, be]ougmg to same
place, owned by Thomas I, Harris and Baston Daniels, of Cedar Island.
1 then proceeded up Long Bay River and succeeded in capturing two
large schooners concealed in the swamp, namely schooner Flizabeth and
schooner Dolphin, belonging to Por tsmouth, N. C., each about 80 tons
burden. There being no person on board or any papers to show to whom
they belonged, I took them in charge. They are said to belong to John
Hill & Bnobhel, who are reported to be rebels. On returning from
Long Bay, fell in with schooner James Brice, of Portsmouth, N. C., 10
tons burden, bound from Portsmouth to Long Bay for the purpose of
sinking and conceuling her. Having no pass, I took her in charge and
sent the captain back to Portsmouth. Schooner said to belong to
William T. Dixon, of Portsmouth, N. C.
I am, most respecttully, your obedient servant,
1IeNRY A, PHELON,
Acting Master, Commanding.
H. K. DAVENPORT,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Report of A-ting Reawr-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, reqarding the departure
of vessels from Hampton Roads.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., July 23, 1863,

Sik: This morning at 7 o'clock the Lehigh, in tow of the U. S. S.
Circassian and accompanied by the U. S. 8. Mahaska, left the roads for
New York, the Circassian being under orders to drop the Lehigh at
Sandy IIook and proceed thence to her destination, and the Mahaske
to proceed thence to the blockade oft Wilmington, there to report for
duty, after taking in supplies at New York.

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LED,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON W}«,LLES
Sceretary of the N(Ivz/, Washington, D. 0.

Order of the Seeretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admival Lee, U. 8.
Navy, for the clearance of the schooner G. W. Grice, carrying army
stores.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1863,

I enclose horewith the usual permit given to army sutlers for Mr,
R. B. Smith to clear the schooner (. W, Grice from Baltimore, Md., to
Plymouth, N, C., with sutlers’ supplies for the lighty-fifth Regiment
New York Vo]unteers If said schooner and cargo conform to the con-
ditions stated in the enclosed permit, you will allow her to proceed to

her destination for the purpose indicated.
Very respectfully, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LLEE, U. 8. Navy,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, old P oint, Va,
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S, z\(wz/, Jorwarding information
regarding « naval op(,r((twu in Roanoke River.

U. 8. IFLAGgsoIr MINNESOTA,
CY Newport News, Va., July 23, 1863,

Sirk: Commander Davenport has forwarded to me the following
report, dated July 16, from Lieutenant-Commander IFlusser, respecting
a recent operation of his in Roanoke River with o naval force:

[ went up to Willinmston some days since in the IWhitehead, with the Perry, Falley
City, and Southfield in company, having been roquoestod by (foneral Woessells to make
a diversion in that dircotion to cover tho retreat of somo cavalry that moved out
from New Berno, in case thoy should have to fall back in that way, Woealsointended
(having 400 soldiors on board) to move down in the rear of (fardner’s Bridge (2 miles
above Jamesville) and cut oft tho guard at that point (200 men and two pioces of
artillory), This was to be dono in concort with a moventent of forces by land from
Plymouth. Woe arrived at Willlamston eleven hours later than agreed on, and the
commander of tho land forces deomed it imprudent to carry out this part of tho
programme. At Williamston we found Colonel Lamb with two fioldpioces and a
portion of the Seventeonth North Carolina Regiment. A flag of truce was sent and
a demand made to him to evacuate the town within an hour. On his refusal ono
hour more was given to romove tho womeon and children and then we opened fire on
the town,  We lired threo ronnds from ench boat,

At 10 p. m. we again commenced and fired a sholl evory five minutes from that time
till 4 of the next morning. ‘This was done to prevent the rebels from throwing up
works in the town (lllllll"‘ the night and also to keep them from throwing out pickots
to annoy our men c\vmqod on the decks. Next morning we landed and ook POsses-
gion of the town. Vory littlo injury was dono to tho town on account of our shelly
not heing thrown so much to hurt the town as at positions on tho ontskirts where

wo supposed the enemy might congrogate.
At I p.m. we returned to Plymouth (started for it). We received no fire from the
cnomy. My fire daring the night was done at the request of Colonel Morris, who

had command of the troops afloat.
Wo scared the enemy, but did not hurt him.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respecttully, yours,
S. I) IJD]U,
Actg. Bear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon., GInDEON WELLES,
Secretary of' the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Oapture of the steamer Merrimae, July 24, 1863,
Report of Captain Case, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. S. Iroquois.

U. S. STEAM SLoor IrRoqQuols,
O New Inlet, N, C., July 24, 1863,

Sir: T have the honor to report that the rebel steamer derrimae was
captured by this ship about 40 miles east of Masonboro Inlet at 10
a. m. to-day.

Signal ot blockade runuers coming out was made by the Perry, [
think, at 2 a, m, After becoming satisfied of the course taken, we
started in pursuit and soon had a vessel in sight steering to the north-
ward and eastward, which we followed, the Mount Vernon joining us
in the chase, but the vessel was soon lost aud the Mount Vernon
chased in ,mother direction. We continued up the coast along the
land until daylight, when we made the Merrimac and the smoke of
another steamer bearing about K. 8, E. We were immediately in
chase, gaining slowly until about 9 a. m., when a steamer hove in sight
to the northward aund eastward, She joined in the chase and being
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very fast soon cut the Merrimac off, enabling us to get alongside of
and take possession of her at 9.30 a. m. 1 regret to say that the
steamer giving us such great aid, at so opportune a time, did not stop
to communicate, but after we took possession of the JMMerrimac con-
tinued her course to the southward and westward. Should you ascer-
tain the name of the vessel, I beg that you will express in some marked
manuner our thanks to her commander for his timmely service.

The Merrtmac is an iron paddle-wheel steamer, of 63412 tons, and
had a cargo of (42 bales of cotton, 9 barrels spirits of turpentine, 77
kegs and 34 half tierces of tobacco, and was cleared from Wilmington
for Bermuda. Her oflicers and crew, with but few exceptions, are citi-
zens of North Carolina,

I send in the Merrimac the captain, first officer, and four men to
give evidence in the case. The others will be sent to Hampton Roads

in the Penobscot, subject to your order.
The Merrimac crossed the bar at midnight in company with the

FKugenie and Emily, which escaped.

I send Acting Knsign Stothard in charge of the prize, with Acting
Second Assistant Kngineer Warren Ewen, Acting Third Assistant
Engineer John 1. Ilarl, Acting Master’s Mates Horace Dexter and
John R, Mitchell, and a prize crew of 6 seamen, 2 ordinary seamen, 7
landsmen, 1 first-class fireman, 3 second-class firemen, and 2 coal heavers,

I have ordered the Merrimac to New York for adjudication.

I enclose a list of the officers and crew of the Merrimac.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LUDLOW OASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Captain Case, U, 8. Navy, regarding the officers, passengers, and orew of the
: captured vessel.

U. 8. ST1EAM SLoor IROQUOIS,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, July 25,1863,

Sirk: I have the honor to inform you that I have sent such of the
officers, passengers, and crew of the Merrimac as did not go in that ves-
sel to New York to Hampton Roads in the Penobscot, with directions
to Lieutenant-Commander De Haven to hold them as prisoners of war,
subject to your order.

Mr. Roberts is the agent and part owner of the Merrimac and cargo.
He-is a Northerner by birth, but las been long engaged in business in
the South, and, from his own account, largely in the blockade running
business,

Mr. Lauriston, a passenger, is a seafaring man, I judge, who has vis-
ited the Iinglish Islands and New York within the year, Both of these
gentlemen aro desirous of sceing youn with regard to their detention,
ete., and may give you important information,

Mr. Burroughs i8 a regular and well-known pilot of Wilmington.
e seems to be disposed to enter our service, and I think might be
made valuable in any operations here. I would commend him to your
consideration,

Mr, Cartlidge, an Iinglishman,and engineer by profession, had charge
of the Merrimac’s engines when coming from England, e was acting
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as an advising chief engineer on her present trip, but was to leave her
at Bermuda to return to England. I am very sorry to have to report
that Mr. Cartlidge was assaulted by a groggy seaman, (eorge Lilly, of
this vessel, without the slightest provocation, and severely injured by
a blow on the nose. It is feared the bone is broken. I shall keep the
man in confinement until I have your instructions in regard to him,

I had the honor to forward to you yesterday a complete list of the
people found on board the Merrimac, with the report of her capture.

I enclose herewith a duplicate list of the persons found on board the
Merrimae, also duplicate report of capture.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ;
A. LupLow CASE,

Captain and Senior Oflicer Present,

Acting Rear-Admiral S. ’. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Additional report of Captain Case, U, 8. Navy, regarding the captured vessel.

U, 8. 8TEAM SLoor IrRoQUOIS,
Off New Inlet, North Oarolina, July 27, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Merrimac was owned
by the rebel Government and sold with the cotton byits agents to the late
owners for $2,200,000 (Confederate money). Sheis reported to be very
fast (16 to 18 knots), certainly looks it, and I am satistied would not
have been caught by us if she had been properly managed, She was
fired badly; the free use of rosin soon filled her flues, besides her
boilers foamed some, and she was rather deep. It is reported that on
her trial trip, with 150 tons of fuel on board only, she made 18 miles the
hour. She is a new iron steamer, 230 feet long, 30 feet beam, loaded
draft 8 feet 6 inches aft and 8 feet 4 inches forward. At the time of

capture, with a single short mast only forward, but could be rigged as
a bark, having sails on board for that purpose. She has two oscillat-
ing side-wheel engines of 9 feet stroke, and four boilers, fitted with
composition tabes, all reported by our chief engineer to be very supe-
rior and valuable. She has also two smokestacks, hinged for lowering.
She was originally built for opium smuggling on the coast of OChina,
but was purchased by the rebel agents, and had made the passage out
ward from England (via Nassau) to Wilmington only,

One of her late owners, Mr. Roberts, told some of the officers of t}ns
ship that he would gladly pay $100,000 for her. As he was very desir-
ous of going to New York in har, and is largely (from his own account)
engaged in blockade running, I thought it might possibly be with a
view to get some of his friends to purchase and start her for Bermuda,
Halifax, or Nassau to load again.

She is in good order, and could be readily fitted as a cruiser (if it is
desired) or for any other service. Her cargo is very valuable, but
owing to a portion of it having been thrown overboard there will be a
great chance for peculation if she falls into dishonest hands, for it
would be very easy to add a few bales to the missing list.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. LupLow CABE,

Oaptain and Senior Officer Pr csent.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
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Report of Commander Creighton, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8.
Mahaska, regarding the movements of that vessel.

U. S. S. MAHASKA,
Navy Yard, New York, July 25, 1863,
S1ir: | have the honor to report my arrival at this place, in company
with the ironclad Lehigh, at 8 o’clock this morning. Agreeably to your
orders of the 21st msmnt I shall leave with the Mahaska for Wilming-

ton, N, O., with all pravtlcmble dispatch,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _
J. BLAKELEY CREIGHTON,
Commander.,

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE, _
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

Report of Lientenant-Commander Mitchell, U, 8. Navy, of an expedition
m cooperation with army force for the capture of guerrillas, July 25,
1863.

U. S. S. COMMODORE JONES,
Yorktown, Va., July 27,1863,

Sir: On Friday last T was requested by Brigadier-General Wistar,
commanding at Fort Yorktown, to cooperate with him in an expedition
to capture a force of guexrnlla% between Cappahosic and Gloucester
Point. e wished me to take on board the Ninth Vermont Regiment
and Jand them at Cappahosic, while a force was to leave Gloucester
Point, to march 8o as to meet them at the junction of the roads leading
from (iloucester Court-House and Gloucester Point. The troops were
taken on board this vessel at 2 a. m, on-the 25th and six companies
were landed by 4:30. These took the road to Gloucester Court-louse,
while the remainder of the regiment, four companies, left Cappahosic
at 6, taking the direct road to Gloucester Point, Iverything turned
out well excepting that the guerrillas were not found, having left twe
days belore. Several horses were captured, but in not very good con-
dition, a rebel mail and a number of shotguns, double and single bar-
reled. After landing the troops, we dropped slowly down the river to
cover the troops in case of their having to fall back on its bank, We
arrived at Yorktown at 5 o’clock.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JoIN Q. I\IITOIIMLL,

Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Naval Officer.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Commander Davenport, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Foster,
U. 8. Army, forwarding proposition from Licutenant-Commander
Flusser regarding the destruction of floating battery at Kdwards Ferry.

U. 8. 8. He1zEL,
OfF New Berne, N. C., July 25, 186;’
GENERAL: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter just received from

Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, to which I respectfully call your

attention,
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Should any action be taken upon the matter by the forces under your
command, any aid or assistance the gunboats can render will be cheer-
fully and promptly given,

I have, etc.
’ H. K. D[AVENPORT|.

Major-General J. . 'OSTER, _
Commanding Department of North Carolina, New DBerne, N. C.

[Enclosure.]
(U. S. 8.] MiAxr, July 24, 1863.

My DEAr DAvENror1: The floating: battery and steamer up the
river at Edwards FFerry are having their iron put on.

They could be destroyed by 500 cavalry landing at Winton and
marching on them with some combustibles. I should like to go with a
party. If they are not destroyed they will give us trouble yet, Keep
it quiet and suggest it to I'oster or Potter.

Yours, sincerely,
0. W. FFLUSSER.

Commander DAVENPORT,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, of intended departure
Jor the blockade,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., July 26,1863,
SIr: I shall go down to the blockade in this ship in a day or two
unless otherwise advised by telegraph on receipt of this by the Depart-
ment.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, relative to joint cape-
dition in Chowan Biver, North Carolina, July 26--30, 1863,

U. S. 'LAGsHIP MINNESOTA,
Hampton Roads, Virginia, September 10, 1863.
Sir: On the 224 of July last, in a confidential communication of that
date, a copy of which (1) i3 enclosed, I ordered Lieutenant-Commander
IFlusser to cooperate with General I'oster in & mQvement he was about
to undertake up the Chowan River. Lieutenant-Commander Flusser,
in & report dated August 21, a copy of which is enclosed (2), gives the
particulars of that movement and the part taken by the naval force,
and mentions therein his endeavor to have this expédition of General
FFoster’s destroy the boats (ironclads) building at Edwards Ferry, on
the Roanoke River, which were inaccessible to our navy.
I have the honor te be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg, Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of -the Navy, Washington, 1. O,
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(Enoclosure No. 1.]

Oonfidential. ] JULY 22, [1863]—At night.

SIR: General FFoster has in view an expedition to come off immedi-
ately., le wishes great secrecy observed, so as not to reveal its destina-
tion,

He will acquaint you with his object. I desire you to take such of
the gunboats as you may think best adapted to the service and to
cooperate within the limits of your sound discretion.

Report result to me without delay.

Yery respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Lieutenant-Oommander C. W, FLUSSER, U. 8. Navy,
Plymouth, N. C.

[Enclosure No. 2.]

: U. 8. 8. Mr1awmi,
Hatteras Inlet, August 21, 1863,

Sir: In obedience to your order directing me to cooperate with
General Ifoster in a movement up the Chowan River, I left Plymouth
on the 26th ultimo and went to Winton with the Commodore Perry,
Valley City, and Whitehead,

I lay there to protect the transports and infantry while the cavalry
made an unsuccessful attempt to destroy the railroad bridge at Weldon.

While the cavalry were absent I ran up to Murfreesboro, on the
Meherrin, and burned the bridge at that place. This would prevent
the enemy, were they so minded, from throwing troops from Franklin
in the rear of our force.

At Murfreesboro I found a rebel soldier and brought him off,

I should have written you sooner, but expected every day to see you
at Plymouth, and was afterwards sick with fever.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. W. FLUSSER,

Lieutenant- Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.
P. S.—I requested General Foster to detach a small party from the
main cavalry force-to destroy the boat and battery building at Iidwards
Ferry, but did not succeed in impressing him with the importance of
the move, and it was not done.

Report of Acting Volunteer Licutenant Kennison, U, S. Navy, regarding
the capture of a canoe in York River.

U. S. SCIIOONER SAMUEL ROTAN,
York River, Virginia, July 27, 1863.
Sir: I respectfully report that my picket boat captured last night a
canoe with corn, about 10 bushels, and some eggs and chickens. Had
come from Severn River, [Virginia], and was bound to Back River. -
The canoe had evidently run the blockade. There was one man and
a boy on her. On the boy was found 5600 in greenbacks, Confederate
money, and currency. In the canoe was found a loaded revolver.

L}
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I have sent the canoe to Yorktown with an officer for the senior offi-

cer to investigate.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,
WM. W. KENNISON,
Acting Volunteer Licutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, . LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, off’ Newport News.

Leport of Captain Boggs, U. S. Navy, regarding the weakened condition
of the squadron blockading Cupe Fear River,

U. 8. 8. SAORAMENTO,
off Western Bar, Wilmington, July 27, 1863,

SIk: I enclose reports made by the commander of the U. S. S. Vie-
lorie (marked A and B), also the report of survey held on gaid vessel,
and trust I may be relieved of the responsibility of sending her north
by receiving early instructions from you.

This squadron is indeed very weak, Captain Case informs me that
he has but three vessels off New Inlet; consequently I have ordered the
tug Violet and the James Adger to report to him. This leaves me the
Sacramento, Florida, and Chocura,one of them being always away for
coal; so that two vessels are all that I can depend upon. The Victoria
Is in such a state as to be worthless on blockade duty.

With the exception of the James Adger, no reinforcements have joined
the squadron.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
: Cias. S. BoGas,

Captain, U. S. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,
Oommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Acting Rear-Admival Lee, U. S. Navy, giving information
regarding the condition of the Western Bur and New Inlet channels.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
O Newport News, Va., July 29, 1863,
SIR: Mr. Burroughs, pilot of the Merrimac, blockade runner, has
informed Captain Case that the channel of the Western Bar has become
quite shoal, owing to the obstructions placed there, and the New Inlet
channel deepened to 14 feet. Captain Case says that a vessel drawing
13 feet has lately gone in and out by the latter channel.
Mr. Burroughs has to-day taken the oath of allegiance on board this
ship, and 1 shall use him as Wilmington pilot in this squadron.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blocking Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Oaptain Case, U. 8. Navy, regarding the capture by the U, S. S.
Niphon of the British ship Banshee.

U. 8. STEAM SLoOr IR0OQUOIS,
OfF New Inlet, North Carolina, July 29, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that the Banshee, a ship under
English papers and colors, belonging to Nassau, New I’rovxdmwe, was
taken possession of to- (lay about 12 miles E. N, It, of New Inlet by the
Niphon in presence of all the blockading vessels,

The Banshee was formerly owned in Baltimore, Md., and cleared from
New York on the 20th instant for Matamoras in shingle ballast, and
such as is usually prepared for a cargo of cotton. She is commanded by
Nehemiah Hayden, a citizen of New York, born in Connecticut. Ier
draft of water, as stated by the captain, is 10 feet.

The usual track of sailing vessels bound to the Gulf of Mexico is
east of the Gulf Stream., The wind for several days past has been from
the southward and westward. Under the circumstances I am fully
satisfied that it was intended to run her into New Inlet or any other
convenient port on the coast. A prize crew will be put on board of her
from the Niphon and the vessel will be sent to Boston for adjudication.
The portion of the officers and crew not wanted for evidence will be
carried to Hampton Roads in the State of (feorgia, which I have detained
for that purpose.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LUDLOW CASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Pr c.sont.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE
Commanding North Atlantic Dlockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Master Breck, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Niphon,
regarding the capture by that vessel of the British ship Banshee.

U. S. S. NIPHION,
Off New Inlet, North Carolina, July 30 [29], 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that on the morning of this
date I (with permission of the senior officer given by signals), stood
out seaward and overhauled the ship Banshee, of Nassau, New Provi-
dence, in ballast, from New York, bound to Matamoras, Mexico. Iir-
ing a shot across her bow, she hoisted Inglish colors, being at the time
E. N. L. from the flagship stationed off this place and within signal-
izing distance of the whole fleet. She being a long ways out of her
course, I put a boat’s crew and officer on board, with orders for him to
stand in, while I proceeded to report the circumstances to the senior
officer, who requested the master of said vessel to repair on board the
flagship with all his papers. With the advice of the senior officer, and
considering the suspicious circumstances connected with the vessel, 1
concluded to send her to Boston as a prize to the U, 8. S. Niphon,
putting on board a prize crew of an acting ensign, N, Larsen, and Act-
ing Master’s Mate M. 1. Wandell and eight men; also the 1na~xtu chief,
and second officer and two seamen, cook, and steward belon o'mg to tho
said prize, retaining eight men of the crew as prisoners, and trans-
ferring them to the U. 8. 8. State of Georgia.
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The master of tho said vessel (prize) is an American; the two oflicers,
cook, and steward are foreigners; the two of the crew remaining on
board are Americans.

Of the prisoners retained four are Americans and four are foreigners.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. BREUK,

Commanding U. S. S. Niphon.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Oommanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Acting Master Phelon, U. S. Navy, of the capture of the schooner
Telegraph, July 29, 1863,

U. 8. 8. SHAWSHEEN,
New Derne, August 1, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report to you that on the morning of July
29 I espied a small schooner beating out of Rose Bay. I kept off for
her, when she immediately put back. 1 gave chase and succeeded in
capturing her some 16 miles up the bay. Iinding no person or papers
on board, I took possession of her. She had in her cabin 15 large
sacks (empty).

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. PHELON,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Ii. K. DAVENPORT, ‘ ‘
Commander and Senior Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

P. S.—The name of this vessel is the Telegraph, of Washington, N. C.,

15 tons. ,
HENRY A. POELON,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Instructions for the guidance of the sewior officer in Hampton Roads
during the absence of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee at Wilmington, N. C.

JuLy 30, 1863,

1. The Western World, now here, and Valley City, to be ordered here,
are to be used alternately as mnil boats to carry my mail oft Wilming-
ton, stopping oft Beaufort to ascertain if I am there. Send the West-
ern World with the mails up to Sunday, inclusive, then to make trips
as fast as practicable.

2. Receive my mail every day and dispatch it as often as practicable,
and keep me informed of occurrences here,

3. Keep yourself in communication with the military authorities to
ascortain when opportunities occur for sending to Now Berne or Beau-
fort, N. C., officers who may report for the blockade, endorsing the
orders of the officers accordingly. As soon as you have ascertained
from the military authorities that the canal route is opened from Nor-
folk to the sounds dispatch the Seymowur thither with mails and such
officers as may be ordered to report for duty there, (OCaptain Glasson, of
the Brandywine, has orders to send men and oflicers down by her when

you notify him of her departure.)
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4. Instruct the supply vessel when she stops on her way north to
communicate with the Brandywine.

6. Keep a gunboat or tug on picket duty, taking care that they are
not surprised by boarding parties in boats.

6. Board all flag-of-truce boats going and coming, and keep up the
usual record in the boarding book I send you.

7. Ask Major Mulford, in command of tlags of truce, to try to secure
two files of Richmond papers, one for the Navy and one for the State
Department, which I wish you to forward by the first mail to these

respective Departments,
8. It would be well, if practicable, to send two files of New York

papers for exchange.

9. The guard vessels now at Norfolk and Fortress Monroe, viz, the
Wyandotte and Young Rover, have full instructions, which 1 desire you
to consult. I’lease see that their duties are performed properly. I
enclose & copy of a letter to (ieneral Foster on this subject, dated the

27th,
10. Foreigners are prohibited from visiting the ironclads, by order of

the Department,

11, The Dacotah, Maratanza, Stepping Stones, Orusader, Daylight,

Morse, Zouave, and Philadelphia are at Baltimore under gomg repairs,
12. The Alert, Mount Washington, Cohasset, Mystic, and Shokokon are
at the Gosport navy yard undergoing repmrs

13. If the Daylight comes here during my absence, let her receive her
men and necessury stores and my mail, and order her directly to the
blockade off Wilmington, N, C.

14. As scon as the AMystic is repaired let her take the place of the
Young Rover as guard vessel oft Fortress Monroe, and her command-
ing officer, Captain Wright, is not to receive a leave of absence, should
one be granted by the Department, until my return.

156. Let the Young JRover then cruise in Olhesapeake Bay on the outer
blockade between the capes of Virginia and the mouth of the Pianka-
tank, using ber sails as much as possible and her steam as little as
possible,

16. When the Cohasset is repaired and comes down, let her take the

picket, and the Young America can go up to the yard to receive repairs
to her boiler, etc., her rifle-screening, gun carriages, etc., and be fitted
out. )
17. The Cemmodore Morris, Commodore Jones, General Putnam, and
Samuel Rotan are engaged in the blockade of Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries. Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, of the Oommodore Morris,
is stationed in York River opposite Yorktown, and is senior officer in
tho above-named waters,

18. When the ordnance stores are removed by Licutenant-Commander
Phenix, assistant inspector of ordnance, Fortress Monroe, from the ord-
nance bark Houghion (according to the order he has from the Bureau),
now lying in the roads, you will send her to Norfolk navy yard for
repairs to her hull, which leaks. Inform Commodore Livingston of this
order from the Bureau. Communicate with Lieutenant-Commander
Phenix on the subject.

When the Morse returns from Baltimore, let her performn guard duty
oft Fortress Monroe, with the tug Alert to assist her in looking after
the refuge vessels. Keep the Barney with you at Newport News, and
concert signals with the Morse, and prevent the Patrick Henry (sup-
posed to be fitting out at Richmond as a privateer) from evading the

blockade.



NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 141

Commander Glasson is ordered to send 150 men by the Western
World to Beaufort for the vessels in the sounds.

Respectfully, yours,
S, P LeE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, urging the needs of' the
blockade.

U. S, FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Cape Hatteras, July 31, 18653—11 p, m.

Sir: Meeting here the State of Georgia, hound to Hampton Roads
for repairs, I have deemed it best to send her to Philadelphia, where
she was built, for examination and thorough repairs.

I now forward to the Bureau of Engineering a copy of the report of
survey held on the State of Georgic’s machinery, ete., and to the Bureau
of Construction a copy of a report from her carpenter on the condition
of her hull

I trust the repairs of this vessel and those of the Penobscot may be
made with dispatch. Neither tho Shenandoak nor the Cambridge have
joined the blockade, which is now at this trying time very weak. The
Mount Vernon is condemned, and the James Adger complains of low
speed and weak boilers. More force is absolutely necessary.

Captain Case’s description (copy enclosed) and recommendation of
the Merrimac induce me to request that she may be immediately taken
into service, fitted, and sent back to the blockade.

If the Department approves of this, I propose to send Lieutenant
Cushing or another active officer up to command her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LEE,

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington,

Report of Commander Davenport, U. S. Navy, regarding the disposition
of vessels of his command,

U. S. S. HETZEL,
Off New Berne, N. C., August 1, 1863.
ADMIRAL: I have tke honor to submit the following as the semi-
monthly statement of the disposition ot vessels in the sounds for term
ending at date:

July 15,—The Granite left for Ocracoke Inlet.

July 17.—-The Miami left for Plymouth, N. C. The Ceres arrived
from Hatteras Inlet,

July 23.—The Underwriter left for Washington, N, C., and returned
on the 256th to New Berne,

July 24.—The Southfield arrived from Plymouth for stores, etc.

July 25.—The Louisiana arrived from Washington for stores, etc.

July 28,—The Louisiana left for Washington, The Underwriter left

for Plymouth, N, C,
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July 29.—~The Ceres left for Hatteras I[nlet to rolieve the Lockiwood.
July 31.—The Hetzel, Southfield, and- Delwware are at New Berne.
The Sheawshcen and Brinker are cruising in the Neuse River, in the
vicinity of Wilkinson’s Point. The Lowisiana, Hunchbhack, and Com-
modore Hull are at Washington., The Miami, Whitehead, Valley City,
and Underwriter are in Albemarle Sound. The Lockwood and Ceres
are at Hatteras Inlet, the Granite at Ocracoke Inlet,.
I have the honor, cte.
H. K. DAVENPORT.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. I’. LEg,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Leport of Acting Rear-Admirval Lee, 1. S. Navy, transmitting reports
regarding the cutting out of the steamer Kate at New Inlet, North
Carolina, August 1, 1863, ‘

U. S. FLAGsIr MINNESOTA,

O Western Bar, North Carolina, August 6, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a report (1) from Captain
Case, commanding U, 8. S, Iroquois, and a copy of a report (2) tfrom
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen, commanding U. 8. 8. Mount
Vernon (dated August 3, 1863), respecting the cutting out by the James
Adger, Iroquois, and Mount Vernon of the vebel steamer Kateon the
morning of August 1, 1863. The Kate had been driven ashore by the
U. 8. S. Lenobscot, Juh 12, while attempting to run into Wilmington,
and was floated oﬁ on the night of 31st ultimo and towed under the
batteries at New Inlet, where she was anchored and abandoned on the
approach of our vesse]s. She was towed to Beaufort by the U, S. S,
Troquotis.

Captain Oase in aletter to me of August 2, on this subject, speaks of
tho gallantry of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen while under the
fire of the rebel batteries.

I have directed Acting Master S. B, Gregory, commanding the West-
ern World, to touch at Beaufort on his way up and tow the Kate to
Hampton Roads, from whence I have ordered Captain Gansevoort to
send her to New York or Philadelphia by first opportunity, reporting
his action to the Department.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
3. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admirval, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, I, C.

{ Enclosurea.]

U. 8. S1EAM SLoor IR0OQUOIS,
Beavfort, N. C., August 2, 1863.

SIrR: I have the honor to inform you that the rebels floated the Kate
off the beach at Smith’s Island on the night of the 31st ultimo.

At 5:45 a. m., of the 18 instant signal was made from the Mount
Vernon, stationed at the south end of the line nearest to Smith’s Island,
“ 1 wish to communicate with you,” and on receiving permission to do
80, she came within hail, when Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen
informed me that the Kate was off, and being towed toward New Inlet.
1 immediately ordered him back with instructions to cut the Kafe off or
destroy her, and to tell Captain Patterson as he passed to go with the
Adger to aid him, We slipped our cable at once and went down as
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fast as possible, our steam at first being very low. We arrived within
range, however, and opened fire at 6:40 a, m., before the other voessels,
closing with the Kate under a fire from the batteries at New Inlet, and
ono on the beach near Zeel’s Island, until within short range, when I
found the Kate was at anchor, and apparently abandoned. The Mount
Vernon opened fire some fifteen minutes atter us, and, coming within
hail at this time, I ordered Acting Volunteer Lientenant Trathen to go
alongside the Kate and tow her out, the water being too shoal for us to
do so. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Trathen performed this duty
gallantly, but I regret to say not without loss, lidwin II. Peck, first-
class fireman, being killed by a Whitworth rifle shot, which passed
through the side of the vessel into the engine room, cutting both of
Peck’s legs oft,

The Mount Vernon had her port fore-rigging, fore-topmast rigging,
and fore-gafl’ halyards cut away, and this ship her jib nettings slightly
injured by shot, being the only injury she received.

The Iate has been stripped of everything but her boilers, bedplates,
shafts, and a quanti'y of coal. She is not seriously injured, thero
being but two shot holes in her, one from an XI-inch gun and the
seeond from a 32-pounder.

At 1 p. m. yesterday I took her in tow and brought her to this place,
where 1 shall leave her until an opportunity offers to have her towed
to I'ortress Monroe. 1 shall send her with letters not addressed to any
district judge, in order that you may address them and send the vessel
to the district most convenient.

Since the reported destruction of the «te I have had her watched
by the vessels nearest Smith’s Island. On the 28th ultimo Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant T'rathen reported her to be ¢ high and dry with
the beach made outside of her.” Sand may have been thrown up out-
side to conceal the operations of the rebels.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
A. LLuvrLow CASE,

Captain and Senior Officer I’resent.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, 1LEE, .
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

U. 5. S. MouNT VERNON,
Of New Inlet, North Carolina, August 3, 1863.

SIr: I have to report that at 5:30 a. m., on the 1st instant, I discov-
cred that the steamer Kate, dviven ashore by the U, 8. S. Penobscot
July 12, 1863, was afloat and being towed toward Fort Fisher by a
number of small boats, At 5:45 made signal, “I wish to communi-
ate with you,” to U. S. 8. froquois, and receiving permission, steamed
up to her and reported the circumstance and was ordered to endeavor
to cut the Kate oft or destroy her, and to inform Commander Patter-
son, of the James Adger, that he was to assist us, and that the Iroquois
would tollow us immediately. At 7 commenced firing at the Kate; at
7:15 a. m. received orders from the Iroquois to attempt to drag the
Kate out. Called away and manned two boats and sent them to board
the Kate; at the same time ran alongside of her with the ship and
boarded her from boats and ship simultaneously. We then slipped
hor cables (the enemy having let go both anchors and abandoned her).
A haweer was then made iast from our starboard bow to the port bow
of the Kate, and we then backed off until we found sufficient water to
pass under her stern; this hawser was then lat go and weo passed
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around under her stern, and then passed a hawser from our starboard
quarter to the port bow of the Kate. 'The fire from the rebel batteries
at this time was terrific. At the time we ran alongside of the Kate
she was in 16 feet of water, Ifort Fisher bearing N. by Ii. § E.; the
Mound and casemated fort beuring N. by L., distant 3 miles; the fort
on Zeek’s Island bearing N, by W, # W., distant 2 miloes, and a masked
battery of Whitworth flying artillery on Smitl’s Island bearing due
west, distant 300 yards. All of these batteries kepb up a constant fire
on us. One shot, apparently an 80-pounder Armstrong, passed in
through a port on thu port side of the Kate, and out through the bul-
warks on the starboard side just as we boarded her, ‘

The shots fired at us were principally from heavy Armstrong guns and
a battery of Whitworth 12-pounder flying artillery, several of which
struck this vessel, and I have the following casunalitics to report, viz:
Oue shot, a 12- ponndel Wlntworth, passed through the engine room,
instantly kll]mg Trirst-Olass Fireman IBdwin . Peck. Thisshot lodged
in the engineer’s tool chest, demolishing many of the tools. Another
shot, apparently an Armstrong, cut away all the shrouds of the port
fore-rigging; another, a Whitworth, cut away the fore-topmast rigging,
and another, also a Whitworth, cut away the fore-gafi; o fifth shot,
fired from the Mound battery and apparently from a heavy Armstrong
gun, cut away the stock of the port anchor; many shots passed over
us, just clearing the ship and going a mile and more beyond us; many
of their shots also struck inside of and ricochetted over us. After
taking the IKate in tow, I steamed offshore and anchored near the
U. 8. 8. Iroquois.

The Kate is apparently a new steamer. She has two screws, one on
each side of the sternpost clear of rudderpost. She is entirely of iron,
round, full bottom, very sharp forward, small shield for figurehead,
one funnel, telescope fashion, and two masts, schooner-rigged, and
hinged so as to lower down. All her furniture, engines, and cargo had
been removed. Her boilers remained complete. There was also a small
quantity of coal on board. IMer hull was comparatively as good as
new, having only one shot hole through her quarters and one through
the starboard bulwark. The hole on the quarter had been stopped up
with wood. Her spars are in good conditicn; she had a jib and main-
sail bent and ready for use. She has a house which runs nearly the
whole length of her and goes entirely across from side to side. Shehas
a bridge amidships, and is steered by a large wheel, placed well for-
ward; there is also an auxiliary wheel aft.

At 1, on the 1st, the U. S. S. Iroquois sailed for Beaufort, having the
Kate in tow. Officers and men behaved with coolness.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES TRATHEN,
Aceting Volunteer Lieutenant, U, 8. Navy, Commanding.

[Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LLEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.)

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Flye,
U. 8. Navy, to proceed from Boston to Beaufort, N, C., in command of
the U. 8. storeship Release.

NAVY DEPAR™MENT, August 3, 1863.
Sir: After taking on board the Release the building that has been
prepared for a storehouse at Beaufort, N, C., and such stores as may be
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ordered by the Pureau of Provisions, etc., proceed with that vessel to
that port and land the storehouse and stores,

You will also take out in the Ielease as passengers the workmen that
are necessary to put up the building after it is landed at Beaufort, and
supply them with the regular ration while on board.

After discharging cargo, the Rclease will remain at Beautort, subject
to the orders of the commanding officer of the North Atlantic Blockading
Squadron,

Very respectfully, ete., ,
: GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy,

Acting Volunteer Lioutenant WiLLIAM FLYE,
Commanding U, S. Storeship Relcase, Boston,

Order of the Secrctary of the Navy to Commander I'railey, U. S. Navy
commanding U. S, S. Quaker City.
NAVY DEPARTMENY, August 4, 1863.
SIR: Proceed with the U, S. 8. Quaker City, with all possible dispateh,
off Wilmington, N. G, and report to the senior naval officer there for

duty in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Very respecttully, ete.,
(IDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commander JAMES M, FraiLry, U, S. Navy, 4
Commanding U. 8. Y. Quaker City, New York.

Bepedition up James River in cooperation with army forces under Major-
General oster, dugust 47, 1863,

[Telegeam.]
U. 8. 8. ROANOKE,
Off Newport News, August 3, 1863,
(Received at Washington 8:25 a. m., August 4.)
Major-General Foster has desired me to accompany him on a recon-
noissance up the James River to-morrow with the Sangamon, Commodore
Barney, and some army transports. Does this request meet the views

of the Navy Department?
Respectfully, GUERT (GANSEVOORT,

Captain end Senior Oficer.

Hon., GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.)
NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 4, 1863,
You can accompany Major-General Foster on the reconnoissance

indicated.
GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Captain Guerr (GGANsSBEVoORrY, U. S. Navy,
Senior Naval Officer off Newport News, Va.

N W R—voL 9—-10
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{'Tologramn.}
U. S. S, ROANOKE,
Off Newport News, August 7, 1863.
(Received at Washington 1:20 p. m,)

Sir: T have tho honor to inform the Department that I have just
returned from a successful reconnoissance up the James River. We
went 6 miles above Dutch Gap, The Commodore Barney has sustained
some injuries by the explosion of a torpedo, shot, and shell, and she will
require docking, Permission is asked tosend her to Baltimore. Casual-
ties, 1 officer killed, 2 drowned, 3 slightly wounded. My reports in

detail will soon follow,

Yours, respectfully,
GUERT GGANSEVOORT,

Captain, Senior Officer,

Hon, GIbEON WELLLS,
Secretary of the Navy.

Detailed report of Captain Gansevoort, U, 8, Navy.

U. 8. IRONOLAD ROANOKE,
Off Newport News, Va., August 8, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that in accordance
with the permission asked and granted, I accompanied Major-Gceneral
Foster on his recent reconnoissance up the James River. The force con-
sisted of the Sangamon, Commander S. Nicholson; Commodore Barney,
Acting [Volunteer] Licutenant Commanding S. Huse, and Cohasset,
Acting Master S, Cox; also the Jokn Farron, an army boat. All these
vessels were armed except the latter, which had aboard a corps of
sharpshooters.

The Sangamon, towed by the gunboat Barney, and the tug Cohasset
left the anchorage off Newport News about 2 p.m., August 4. The John
IFarron, with Major-General I'oster and staff, Brigadier-Generals Naglee
and Potter, with myself, Surgeon Woodworth, and Acting Master Har-
gous, soon followed, At 8 p. m. the vessels under my command and the
Farron anchored off Jamestown Island in 7 fathoms water. Got under-
way next morning at half past4. At 8 the flag-of-truce boat New York,
with prisoners, passed us, bound to City Point. At half past 8 passed
Fort Powhatan, which remained in a dismantled state. At 11 all the
army and navy officers left the I'arron and went on board the Sangamon.
When off Tilman’s [Tilghman’s] Wharf there was a slight discharge of
musketry from the shore, which was responded to by the Sangamon with
one XI-inchshot. Athalfpast 4 p. m. the Sangamon anchored off Dutch
Gap, owing to the low stage of water on the bar. General Foster and
staff, myself, and Acting Master IHargous then went aboard the Com-
modore Barney and were followed by the Colasset. When just beyond
Cox’s, two torpedoes exploded under the starboard bow of the Barney,
producing a lively concussion and washing the decks with the agitated
water. Some 20 men were either swept or jumped overboard, two of
whom are missing and may have been drowned. The engine of the
vessel was partially disabled by the cutting of steam pipe and the con-
nection of steam -whistle, The Commodore Barney was then taken
in tow by the Cohasset, and they came to anchor at Dutch Gap about
half past 7. At half past 8 o’clock the Cohasset went up the river on

picket duty.
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The next morning at carly daylight the Sangamon got underway,
towed by the Barney and Cohasset, near Faur Mile Creek.  About 5 a.m,
the enemy opened fire with artillery and musketry. The Sarngamon and
Barney returned the firo, The Barney was disabled by a shot through
the boiler below the water mark. The tug was sent to her assistance
and got her off, she having drifted ashore. The Sangamon anchored,
the narrowness of the stream preventing her from turning and going
to the aid of the Barney. At halt past 7 the Sangamon again weighed,
with the Barney in tow, and the Cohassct on the port side. About this
time the army tug Jesup came up the river and assisted us, towing the
disabled vessel. At 9:25 a. m., when near Turkey Island Bend, the
cnemy opened with artillery and musketry and repeatedly hit all the ves-
sels, but did them no material damage and injured no one.  The fire was
briskly returned by the Barney and Jesup. At 9:45 the firing ceased.
IFor much of the time the vessels were exposed to a raking fire. More
than thirty round shot penetrated the Barney. 'The Jesup and Cohas-
set were hit several times and the Sangamon once on the port bow, mak-
ing only a slight indentation. The marks of musketry on the difterent
vessels were almost innumerable, the difficulty being rather to avoid
than miss the targets. Below City Point the tugboat John Farron,
which was left behind on our passage up the river, came alongside and
assisted in towing. About 8 p. m. army boats cast ofl' and Sangamon
anchored below Deep Water Shoals, Shortly after the I'«rron grounded,
got oft at daylight, and reached Newport News at 6 a. m. The other ves-
sels arrived and anchored shortly afterwards.

The casualties were few. Acting Master Cox, of the CUohassct, was
killed by a round shot, which perforated his body. Three men were
slightly wounded from musketry, and two were supposed to be drowned
at the time of the explosion of the torpedoes. Officers and crew all
behaved with that characteristic gallantry which has ever distingunished

the Navy.
The purposes of the reconnoissance were fully and satisfactorily

accomplished.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GUERT (FANSEVOORT,
Captain and Senior Officer.

Hon. GIpDEON WELLES, _
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lioutenant Huse, U, 8. Navy, regarding damages sustained by the
U. 8. 8. Commodore Barney.

U. 8. 8. COMMODORE BARNEY,
Newport News, August 7, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following veport of the condi-
tion of this vessel, with detailed list of damages received (as far as
ascertained) on James River August 5 and G, 1863.

August 5,—At 5:30 p. m,, near Cox’s farm, a torpedo exploded under
the bow. Damage to vessel: Guard perforated from hull on starboard
side forward for a distance of about 10 feet; connecting steam whistle
carried away, letting steam out of the boiler (repaired temporarily dur-
ing the night). Several of the crew were washed overboard; all but
two were recovered. One man injured by being struck in the head by

splinters,
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August 6.—At 5:30 p. m., while proceeding down the river, the enemy
opened fire with musketry and artillery. Damages: One shot about 18
inches below water line, entering the boilers, disabling the vessel;
aperture in boiler 7 inches long and 2 inches wide. One shot under
port bow, cutting away two braces and two knees supporting the guard;
one rifle shell in main brace supporting outboard journal of port wheel,
weakening it very much; two arms of port wheel shot away; bearings
of journal melted out, caused by oil pipe being shot away; two shots
through after pilot honse, smashing it and doing considerable damage.

August 6.—Two shots in captain’s cabin, cutting oft six carlines; one
shot through the armory, leaving it in a badly shattered state; three
shots in paymaster’s quarters, ripping the roof of the hurricane deck
and cutting oft a carline; one shot in wardroom, badly damaging
berths and pantry; two shots in yeoman’s storeroom; two shots in
galley, carrying away two carlines and badly injuring the stove and
cutting holes in mess coppers; one shot in engineer’s room, shattering
the lockers, and several bullets passing entirely through the bulkheads;
two shots in surgeon’s quarters, shattering the berths; one shot in
paymaster’s quarters; one shot in ensign’s (uarters; waterway on
port side pierced by a 12-pounder shot; one shot abreast the magazine
on the port side under the guard; one shot through third cutter and
down into paddle box port side; one shot striking carriage of 100-
pounder Parrott rifle; one shot striking muzzle of 100-pounder arrott
rifle; one shot through firemen’s hatchway; one shot through starboard
gangway, knocking the doors into splinters. 'The entire ship badly per-
forated with bullets. The entire upper works are riddled with bullets.
The vessel was struck about thirty times with artillery. The hole
below the water line has been plugged; the vessel is kept free by the

pumps,
Ammunition expended by this vessel:
8 IX-inch shell (chargo 10 pounds) ... ... ... i e 80
20 IX-inch canister (chargo 10 pounds) . ... .. ... e 200
5 100-pounder riflosholl. ..o oo e 50
330

(CCasunalties:
James M. Ellis, landsman; wounded in head by explosion of torpedo.

Martin Krant, scaman; missing, supposed drowned.
Allen Gramby, contraband; missing, supposed drowned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMIL. HUSE,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Captain GUERT (GANSEVOORT,
Commanding U. 8. I'lugship Roanoke.

Report of Chief Engineer Fithian, U. 8. Navy, regarding dnmages to the U. 8, tug Cohasset.

U. S. IRONCLAD ROANOKE,
Newport News, August 10, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order of this day 1 have made an exami-
nation of the steam tug Cokasset, and respectfully report the damages

to be as follows:
There is a shot hole in the main steam pipe and in the exhaust pipe

which can be repaired by patching.
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On the port side of hull, amidships, one shell entored and went so far
through as to break the plank upon the inside; one shot, passing
through the pilot-house door on port side and coming out of the for-
ward part of pilot house and damaging the steering wheel and ono
window; ong shot through ongine room, breaking o stanchion on the
starbouard side, also a part of the waist; one shot through the galley,
injuring the house and waist; shot through c¢oamings of house on port
side, carrying away a part of the coaming; one shot, carrying away the
port after corner of houso on deck. The chain and rod attached to
steering wheel were shot away on port side. The mess chest and painf
chest damaged by shot. The port side of house on deck is damaged vy
shot.

Very respectfully,
EDWIN IFITIIIAN,
Chief Emgincer, U.'S. Navy.

Oaptain GUBRT (GANSEVOORT, U, 3. Navy,
Commanding U. S, Ironclad Roanoke.

[Telegram.]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, Adugust 5, 1863,
The following telegram has been received from the light-house
keeper at IKastville, Va.:
A party of eight or nine armed men appoared on Smith’s Island on Monday, tho
3d instant, and completely gutted tho light-house, carrying away the lamps, retlect-

ors, and everything else belonging to tho cstablishment, and hroko overy glass.
They threaten to destroy Hoyg Island and Cherrystone lights. .

You will immediately send a force to capture them,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Captain GUERT GANSEVOORT,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Rounoke, IHampton Roads, Virginia.

Report of Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, regarding the inefliciency
of the blockade of the entrances to Wilmington, N. C.

U. S. FLAGsTIP MINNESOTA,
o Wilmington, N. C., August 7, 1863,

Sir: At 1 a. m. to-day a screw steamer ran out of New Inlet, which
was seen in time by the Mount Vernon, fired at, and chased by her
without eftect, from want ot speed. The Mount Vernon has been ten
months on the blockade, and requires overhauling. The only other
steamer off New Inlet at that time was the Niphon, as the Iroquois was
at Beaufort for coal, and the James Adger, the only other steamer
belonging on that side, was and is still engaged in placing the Frying
Pan Shoals light-boat in its proper position,

The Sacramento, Chocura, and Victoria were off Western Bar., The
Chocura and Victoria, always too slow to chase, are worse now for want
of repairs, which they should at once have. The Sacramenio has speed,
but her valves are cut so badly that she must probably be very soon
sent north for new ones, as in the case of the Ossipee. The Florida, the
only other steamer belonging to that side, was at Beaufort for coal.
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I beg leave respectfully and earnestly to represent to the Depart-
ment that it is generally felt by the oflicers here that the blockade of
this, the most difficult port to close on the coast of the United States,
is exposed and ineflicient from the want of many more and suitable
vessels,

This blockade, being like that of two ports distant about 50 miles the
one from the other, requires from fifteen to eighteen steamers. There
are ironclads inside, and the enemy has a cruising squadron. Yo an
attack from both of these the blockade is exposed. One suitable iron-
clad is required for the blockade of each entrance to neutralize the
enemy’s ironclads.

If these can not be had there should be two wooden vessels with
eflective broadside batteries at each entrance, and two others for relief
while these go for coal. The other vessels required for the blockade
are of two classes, both classes to have high speed—one small, without
masts, to keep the bar and to move close in under the batteries at
night; the other with canvas and suitable batteries, capable of chasing
and capturing blockade breakers, some of which are armed, or of
fighting rebel privateers.

I am sure the Department will do all in its power to put this block-
ade in condition to stop the large, lucrative trade by which the rebels
obtain military supplies and a foreign navy, and to prevent disaster
and disgrace to the Navy.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respecttfully, yours,
S. P, LEE,
Acty. Rear- Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Report of Acting Volunteer Licutenant Trathen, . S. Navy, of the
escape of « blockade runner from Wilmington, N, O,

U. S. 8. MounT VERNON,
O Newe Inlet, North Carolina, August 7, 1865,

Sir: 1 have to repopt to you that at 2 p. m., on the 6th instant, two
steamers-—one a side-wheel steamer, with walking-beam engine, one
mast, and one funnel; the other a propeller, with two small masts and
one funnel—moved down the Cape IFear River and took position near
the bar at New Inlet, evidently with the intention of running the
blockade. At dark a picket boat from the U. 8. S, Niphon took up a
position on the bar, with orders to signalize in event of the steamer
attempting to come out. 'I'he Niphon took up her station to the north-
ward of the bar, and this vessel to the southward of the bar. At
11:26 the propeller came out over the bar, and a rocket was immedi-
ately sent up by the picket boat, seeing which the steamer recrossed
the bar and went back. At daylight on the 6th both of the steamers
remained inside of the inlet, and at dark last evening the picket boat
again went in on the bar, while this vessel and the Niphorn took up
their positions as on the previous night. One of the steamers succeeded
in getting over the bar unobserved by the picket boat. This was the
propeller, and at 0:40 a. m. she was observed standing across our
stern. We immediately stood for her at full speed, but, soon found
that she was fast leaving us. She passed so close to us before discov-
ering us that we fired two broadsides at hec, with what effect is
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unknown, At 3 [a. m.] we gave up the chase, tho speed of the steamer
heing so much greater than our own that she had run out of sight.
We then stood back for our station. At 4 tho forward key on the
after journal gave way, and we were compelled to stop the engine to
repair it.  This morning the side-wheel steamer is yet at anchor inside
the bar at New Inlet. The [roquois and James Adger, neither having
returned, and the disabled condition of the Mount Vernon leaving the
Niphon the only serviceable ship here, I am of the opinion that the
blockade at New Inlet is inadequate with the present force. I most
respectfully make this suggestion from the fact of there being an
unusual stir among the steamers in the river.

I hardly consider it safo to chase for any distance, as it leaves only
one vessel here.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES TRATHEN,
Aeting Volunteer Licutenant, U. 8. Navy, Commanding.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEg, U. 8. Navy,
Comdy., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Loads,

Report of Captain Bogys, U. S. Navy, regarding orders to the U. S. S.
Chocura on the arrival of the U. 8. S. Montgomery.

U. 8. S. bA(,RmmNTo,
Off Western Bar, Wilmingtan, N. C., August 9, 1863,

Sir: The Montgomer Y, Acting Volunteer Lleutouant Ii, H. IFaucon
(from Boston, August 1), having joined the squadren, I send the
Chocura to report to you, pxe%uming it is your intention to send her
north for repairs. She is of very little use on the blockade. She might
possibly eripple a passing vessel, but certainly could not catch a
blockade runner.

The commander of the Montgomery being unacquainted with this por-
tion of the coast, I have directed Lieutenant-Commander Truxtun to
transfer his pilot to the Montgomery.

I enclose the resignation of Mr, Tilby as pilot, sent in since his being
ordered to the Montgomery.

Very respectfully, your obedient scrvant,
CuaAs. 8. Boaas,

Captain, U. S. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,

Report of Captain Case, U. S. Navy, of the escape of blockade runners
through New Inlet, and the grounding of « propeller on Caroline Shoal
Adugust 11,1863,

U. 8. STEAM Svroor IrR0OQUOIS,

Off New Inlet, North Carolina, August 13, 1863

SIR: I have the honor to report that since you left here four paddle-
wheel steamers have passed out. A propeller inward bound went
ashore on the Caroline Shoal on the morning of the 11th instant. A
portion of her cargo was thrown overboard, and tugs and lighters have
been alongside to lighten her. She still remains on the shoal, and
should a fresh wind arise from the southward or from the eastward of
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north, she will, I think, be a total loss. She appears to be very like
the Nate, and is, I think, the Diana or Don.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, LuprLow COASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lex, -
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Order of Captain Case, U. S. Navy, to Licutenant Cushing, U. S. Navy,
commanding U, 8. S. Shokokon, reqarding orders jor that vesscl,

U. S. STEAM SLoor 1roQUOIs,
OfF New Inlet, North Carolina, August 11, 1863,

Sir: As you say you have by Acting Rear-Admiral Lee’s directions
read his orders to me of the 9th instant, I make the following extract,
as regards the movements of the Shokokon, from them for your guidance,
viz:

Iioutenant Cushing can take station at discretion on cithor side to suit weather,
and if after trial ho reports to you that the Shokokon is not adapted to the blockade,
direct him to return to Hampton Roads and report to Captain Gansevort and
oxchango commands with Licutenant Huse.

The station of the Shokokon will be at the southern end of the line,
to watch the shores of Smith’s Island and the shoals along which ves-
sels often pass in and out. At this station you will be able to make
yourself familiar with the passages across the shoals, so as to be able
to make use of themn when you, in your discretion, deemn a change of
station necessary.

There is a small battery of rifled guns reported to be at the south
pointof Smith’s Island, and another at the upper end of the Sand Spit,
near Zeek’s Island.

Herewith you will receive a copy of the general instructions for the
guidance of vessels on the New Inlet blockade; also a copy of the dis-
tinguishing pennants, signalg, ete., the receipt of which you will please
acknowledge.

Very respectfully, ete.,
A. LuprLow CASE,

Captain and Senior Officer Present.

Lieutenant W, B. CusninNG, U, S, Navy,
Commanding U. S. 8. Shokokon.

Letter of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S.
Navy, transmitting extracts from consular reports.

NAVY DEPARTMENY, August 14, 1863,
Sir: I herewith enclose extracts from consular and other dispatches

in relation to suspicious vessels.
Very respectfully, etc., :
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Il{ampton Roads.
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[Enclosure.]

Lrtracts from consular digpatches.

Queenstown, Cork, July 18, 1863 —The steamer Jupiter arrived here
for coal yesterday from Glasgow. She was formerly a river steamer in
the Clyde and is precisely similar to the Mail and the Spunkie, pre-
viously described.  She goes out to Nassau in ballast. The captain’s
name 18 Brown and formerly had thoe Ruby. She has two smokestacks,
no bowsprit, two short masts, very large wheels, and draws abeut b
fect of water. Said to steam 16 knots in smooth water, but can do
nothing in a seaway; decked over forward.

Liverpool, July 22, 1863.—1 have to advise you that the steamer
referred to in my No. 103 as the Bendig is called the Bendigo, and is
the same vessel formerly called the Milly, and referred to in prior dis-
patches. IHer crews are shipped for twelve months to go to Madeira,
and thence to port or ports in North America. She has portholes and
will be a very fast sailer., Description: Tops: li] yard schooner Beidigo,
steamship, of Liverpool, late Milly ; 178 tons; built of iron, hull painted
green; three portholes each side, fore and aft ot paddle boxcs IElliptic
stern, carvings, and name on same, painted white * * *; bridge
athwartships on top of’ paddle boxes; after funnel or smoke.st(wk with
steam pipe fore part of same, fire funnel or smokestack with ste: un pipe
fore part of game * * *; draws 8feot 6 inches aft and 8 feet
forward.

Liverpool, July 25.-—The Bendigo cleared for Madeira ‘and Bermuda
yesterday.

Bristol, July 23, 1863.— 1t is my duty to report the fitting out of the
steamer L'lore from this port to run the blockade. She 1’% a4 companion
to the steamer JJ; uno, referred to in my dispatches Nos, 23 and No. 28,
The Flora now lies in the basin and is expected to sail in the course of
a day or two. It is reported by some that the vessel will clear for Ber-
muda, by others for Nassau. Commanded by the captain who took out
the Calypso from this port, and will have some portion of the same crew.
The Juno sailed as stated in dispatch No. 28; is commanded by the
former mate of the Calypso.

The Flora, as well as the Juno (as was the case with the Calypso), is
fitted out by the infamous W. S. Lindsay, of parliamentary and ship-
ping notoriety, or his shipping firmn, The Ilorg, was sold for £35,000,
£3,000 more than she cost new. Heavily loadul having a v'u‘lety
cargo, but has on board, as appears from the cases, a large number of
small arms, ammunition, and percussion caps (largely suspected), some
bales of goods, and packages of brandy.

Side-wheel steamer (iron) 200 feet long, breadth 40 feet, about 450
tons burden, two smokestacks standing fore and aft, schooner-rigged
with light spars. No figurehead, and an unusual str ught stem for an
English boat; has a fopgallant forecastle deck over her, about 25 feet
in length. Said to bethe fastest running steamer in the British Channel.

Cardifl, July 29, 1863.-—~The steamer Cumberland has just cleared out
for Havana. I havereceived a letter from London saying that she has
a large number of cases of Wnfield rifles on board entered as hardware.
She is a paddle-wheel steamer, 931 tons; J. Bell, captain; Adamson,
owner; built at Sunderland, 18.)7 length, 176 feet; beam, 32 feet; hails
from London. She clears out for Havalm, but I bellevc will try to run
the blockade. I trust she may be canght and converted to our use,

Liverpool, July 31, 1863.—Enclosed is a description of the bark Naurie,
now loading for Havana, G. H. Fletcher & Co. are her consignees, 1
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think she will go to Havana, My reason for sending o description of
her is that her cargo consists very largely of woolen cloth intended to
be used as clothing for the Southern Army, and iron such as is used
for ship building, and which 1 believe is also inteaded for the rebels,
(Bark of 4564 tons.)

The ironclad ram launched on the 4th is still in the dock at Laird’s
yard. IHermizzen and main masts are up and both topmasts in, These
are made of iron plates, in such a1 manner as to slide one into the other
like a telescope.  Her boilers ¢+ also in and they are now at work on
her machinery.  The turrets are fraished, but not mounted on the vessel.

London, July 31, 1863.~I herewith enclose additional invoices of car-
goes theiein named and also a deseription of & new steamer called the
Witch. 'There hes been so much expedition and mystery about this
steamer that 1 think there are strong grounds to suspect her, and there-
fore name her among those that want looking after.

A brigantine called Lone Bird has been rapidly loaded by Bennett
& Wake and rent to sea. She has several thousand stand of arms
on board and has cleared for Matamoras, though she may be sent
elsewhere, now that that port is blockaded by the Irench. Items of
cargo: b00 cases (10,000) rifles, 15 cases pereussion caps, 25 cases aminu-
nition, 3 cases revolvers, harness, gun nippers.

A sailing bark called Lemucelle is taking in Confederate cargo, and
bound to Bermuda.

Another of Dudgeon’s double-serew steamers is launched and will
soon be ready. Rebel operations still continue on the Clyde and sev-
eral fine steamers are in course of preparation. The City of Peters-
burg is nearly ready.

Halifax, August 12.—DBritish side-wheel steamer [oston, referred to
in former dispatches, cleared last night for Nassau with cargo, as
reported on her clearance, of shingles and scantlings. Believed to have
other articles, including drugs and medicines, if not powder, on board;

has been painted lead color.

Report of Licutenant- Commander Gillis, U. S. Navy, of a boat expedition
in Piankatank River, August 11, 1863,

U. 8. GuNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS,
oy Yorktown, Va., August 1%, 1863,

Str: On the 14th instant I proceeded to the Piankatank River, and
brought oft an old lady by the name of Owens, whose son is in the
employ of Government as a pilot. While on shore I captured a man by
the name of Carter Hudgins, whose name has been a terror to all those
in Mathews County who have any Union feeling. Ho isalso notorious
as being engaged in aiding and abetting the rebel cause, by forwarding
to Richmond goods that have run the blockade and by every means in
his power. There was but one expression of feeling in regard to his
capture, except in his own family, and that was of intense satisfaction.
He and some two or three other just such characters have done and are
doing more than any other set of men toward keeping alive a spirit of
rebellion in that section.

It has also been reported to me that he has often threatened to fire
on our boats, and thatin one instance he did so. Acting Master Greg-